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PREFACE. 


HE Duty of Singing 
| in the Worſhip of 
| God had been very 


much neglected and unskilfully 
performd among our ſelves, 
in compariſon of the greater 
Rnowleds and better (are of 
the foreien (Churches; till 
ſome late Attempts were ſet on 
foot to teach the Art, and in- 
courage the Practice. 


A 2 Among 


ſome time on other to conſider a 


The PREFACE. 

Among other Deſigns of this 
Nature, the Week-day Lec- 
ture, at which the following 
Sermons were preach'd, and 
that has been continu d ſeveral 
Tears for the Service of Reli- 
gion, and particularly the En- 
couragement of Singing, bas 
not been the leaſt conſiderable, 
nor the leaſt ſerviceable and 


ſucceſsful. 
And as we thought fit at 


Subject, as much neglected as 
the Practice, and as rarely 
handled as it was generally ill 
perform'd; ſo we thought it 
could be no where more proper 
than at ſuch a Place. And 
tho they were firſt . undertaken, 
and now publiſh'd at the De- 


fare 
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The PRE FAC E. 
fre of the Gentlemen that en- 
courage and ſupport it, and for 
their particular ſe; yet we 
think our ſelves concern'd to 
declare, That as we profeſs to 
8 follow the Guidance of no other 
2 Spirit but that of God, nor to 
be of any Party but that of all 
2 ſerious Chriſtians; ſo they are 
ſincerely directed to the common 
Benefit, and have no lower or 
more confmd an Aim, than 
the Satisfaction and Aſſiſtance 
ef all the Serious and Sincere. 
Many of our Reverend Fa- 
thers imploy'd excellent Pains 
in the ſeveral Volumes of the 
Morning; Lectures that were 
4 devoted to the Service of Prac- 


? Frical Religion, inſtead of 


medling with the angry Diſ- 
A 3 putes, 


V | 


| 
| 
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The PRETAC E. 
putes, and the burtful' Quarrels i 
of the Times; and have been 


very uſeful to the World : | and 
ave thought it no way improper 


or unſutable to the Character 
and Circumſtance of younger 


Miniſters, to be willing to 


ſerve ſo excellent an Intereſt; 
and hope we may move in this 
lower Sphere without any juſt | 
Cenſure. : 

Tt will be neceſſary to ob- | 
ſerve, That tho the preſent 
Diſcourſes may not be ſo uni- 
form and of a Piece, or wrought | 
off with ſo even a Thred, 
as if compos'd by a ſingle 
Hand ; like the different Co- | 
lourings of ſeveral Hands in | 
Picture: yet they have upon 
that Account their Advantage 

, and 
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| and Convenience too. For tho 
the ſame things happen ſome- 


7 
d times to be 2 by ſeveral, 
ret they are always directed to 


a different Purpoſe, and ex- 
preſt in a different Manner. 
And it may be ſome Gratifi- 
; cation to the innocent Curioſity, 
is as well as ſome Help to the 
ft real Benefit of the ſerious Rea- 
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dier, to ſee the fame things 
beld in a different Light, and 

t clth'd in a different Dreſs ; 
j- & and may give the greater Ad. 
t Vantage to the Evidence and 
J, Beauty of Divine Truh, So 
le | that what is wanting mtheSym- 
- {| metry of Parts,or Equality of 
Stile, is made up in the Plea- 
ſure of Variety; ke the grate- 
ful Confuſion of different 
Flowers 
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The PxEPFaczs. | 
F. lower gin 4 pleaſant Feld, 7 
or the pleaſmg Harmony ari- 
ſing from the Compoſition f if 


ſeveral Sounds. 


We ſhall only add, That 7 
we had known any thing ſo 
diſtinftly writ upon the Sub- 
je, form'd out of the Scrip- | 
ture, and fitted for common | 
Hſe, we ould have thought | 
the preſent Undertaking the 
leſs neceſſary. And we are 
willing to hope it may not be 
Wholly fruitleſs, and without 


Succeſs, as we earneſtly deſire 
it may be attended with the 


Divine Bleſſing. 


London, Feb. 13. 
170. 
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„Co. II. 16. Teaching and 
= admoniſhing one another in 
3 Palms, and Hhmns, and Spiri- 
) taal Songs; ſinging with Grace 
in your Hearts to the Lord. 


Eſigning to give ſome 
Account of the Nature 
of Singing, conſider'd 
as a Branch of Chriſ- 

ian Worſhip, by way of Introduc- 

B + I 


tion 


2 The NATukE of 


Serm. I. tion to the following Diſcourſes, I 
have choſen theſe Words as the 
Foundation of what I have to 

offer upon that Matter, and ſhall 

in a few words ſhew their Rela- 
1 Gt... le 

Ja the foregoing Chapters the 
Apoſtle aſſerts the great Truths of 

the Goſpel, and in this -begins a 
practical Exhortation, grounded 

upon what he had been there eſta- 
bliſhing : From the Conſideration 

of what he had there ſaid, preſ- 

ſing Heavenly-mindedneſs and 
Mortification, from Verſe” 1. to 
12. from whence to the 16, he 

urges to the particular Dutys of 
Charity, Peace and Thankfulneſs; 

and as a Means in order hereto di- 

rects the diligent Study of the 

Fg Scriptures, which duly entertain'd 
e are able to make us wiſe unto Sal- 
2 vation; and particularly enjoins I oe 
the Singing of Pſalms, Hymns, and i 
Spiritual Songs, as tending to pro- ye 
mote the intereſt of Holineſs in Was 
our Hearts and Lives. Wii 
In the Words we have the At, .. 
the Object, the Manner, and theEnd Ii 
of the mention'd Duty; from the ¶ ſub 
joint || - 
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the Duty of S t N GING. 7 
joint Conſideration whereof weer. I. 
may form à Definition! of it, ay 
exact as we are concernꝰd to have? n 


I. The A# is Singing; the gene- 
ral Notion of which is ſpeaking! 
muſically -*and 1 ſhould but abuſe 
your Patience in detaiaing you, 
while I tafiſted more largely apon 
a matter which is fo obvious to 
the meaneſt Underſtanding. 


II. The Object is Pſalms, Hymns, 
and Spiritual Songs. . How theſe” 
are diſtinguiſh'd 1 cannot tell, and 
ſhall not trouble you With the Opis 
nions of others. In this they all 
agree, That they are Words ſo 
compos'd; as to be fit för Singing; 
which is the proper Netion of 
what we call Yerſe or Mette 

But tho the Object of Singing in 
general be Poetical Coripoſfurcs, or 
Words ſet to Tunes, I need not ten 
you that the Obje& of Siaging, 
as it is an Act of Religions Wor- 
ſhip, is Divine and Spititäak Songs 
i. e. Compoſares which contain a 
Divine or Spiritual 'Senfe, Whoſe 
ſubject Matter is Ged his Nature,; 

"bY B 2 Per- 


4 - _. The NATuxkE of 
Serm. I. Perfections, and wonderful Works, 
GEV according to the Diſcovery which 
he has made of himſelf in his 
Word, which we call the Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment. | 

And I conceive that whatever 
Songs are Scriptural are the pro- 
per Object of Singing, as it is un- 


der preſent Conſideration; eſpe- © 
cially thoſe which treat of Chriſt 7 
and the Benefits of his Redemp- * 


tion. For I can by no means 


come next, 


and tho what I have here to pro- 
poſe will fall under the Conſide- 
ration of him whoſe buſineſs it is 
| to give Directions, yet I am neceſ- 
| farily oblig'd to mention ſome 
things under this Head, becauſe in 


all Moral and Religious * 
. | the 


of their mind, who in the public 
Congregations would confine us to 
that Collection of the Fewiſh P/al- | 
»1ody, which is call'd the Pſalms of 
David, for Reaſons which I muſt | 
not give, becauſe I am not allow'd ! 
to invade another's Province. I 


III. To the Manner of Singing; 


the Duty of SIX GING. 5 


the Manner of Performance is an germ. JF. 
eſſential Part, a and the Neglect of WV 
it will, in the ſight of God, de- 
nominate that Trifling and Hypo- 
criſy, which Men would have paſs 
for Divine Service or Worly: . 
Therefore, 
F. 1. it muſt be with Grads in the 
Heart. There muſt be a Concur- 
rence of Heart and Voice. God 
does indeed require the Calves of Hoſ. XIV. 
the Lips, but mere Praiſes will not 2. 
be an acceptable Sacrifice. There- 
fore David calls upon his Soul to 
bleſs the Lord, and al! that was pr eit. 
within him to bleſs God's holy Name. | 
Agreeably to which the Apoſtle 
directs, that we ſhould make melody Eph. V. 5. 
in our Hearts to the Lord. And _ 
indeed it is a rul'd Caſe, that bo- 1Tim. Iv. 
dily Exerciſe profiteth little. Nows. 
Singing with Grace in the Heart 
may imply as follows: 
(.) That he that ſings be a 
gracious Perſon, or a good Man. 
We know that God heareth not Sin- 
ners, Is a Maxim applicable to the 
preſent Caſe. The Prayer of the 
Wicked is an Abomination, and his 
Praiſes can't be acceptable. Yea, 
B 3 it 
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6 The NATURE 0 3 
Serm. I. ĩt muſt needs be a provoking thing 3 
to a holy and jealous God, for- 

thoſe to ſing his Praiſes that de- 2 
piſe his Government, and hate his 
Laws. Such People do but he unto * 
him with their Mouths, and flatter 
him with their Lips. And even a 1 
Man of common Diſcretion would 
leſs reſent the Curſes of an Ene- 
my, than open and notorious Flat- 2 
tery. It is mocking and inſulting * 
the great God, for Men at once 
to praiſe his Name, and live in an 
habitual Defiance of him. It is a 
pſ. XXII. Holy God that inhabits the Praiſes 
3+ of Iſrael: and therefore we ſhould 7 
_ reſolve as David did, I .mill-waſh 
pſ.xxvl. y hands in Innocence, and ſo.will I © 
6, 7. Ccanipaſs.thine Altar, O Lord That 
may publiſh with the Voice of 
Than giving, and tell of all uyß 
wondrous Works. — 
(2.) It maſt be in the lively 
Exerciſe of particular Graces; as, 
I. J Xuomledg. A Man muſt 
underſtand and actually conſider 
what he ſays, when he ſings the 
pf. XLVII. Praiſes of God : Sing ye Praiſes 
7. with | Underſtanding. Otberwiſe 
what he does is no more an _ l 
oi | 
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the,Daty c SINGING. 7 
of Worſhip or Devotion, than germ. I. 
the Noiſe of a muſical luſtrument. 
He is properly but 4, ſaunding 1cor. XIII 
Braſe, and a tinkling Cymbal. 

Ia. ] Faith. For without Faith it 

is impoſſible to pleaſe God. And he Heb. XI. 5. 
that comes to him muſt believe that 
be ie, and that he is a Kemarder of all 

them that diligently ſeek him. 

C3. ] Love · This us the firſt and 

-great Commandment, Thou (batt love Mat. XXII. 
the Lord thy God with all thy Heart, | 
Cc. Accordingly. it is to be re- 
gardcd as the Spring of all accep- 


2 table Obedience: and jureiy Praiſe 


muſt be a cold and nauſeous thing, 
if it don't flow from à Heart fill 
with Gratitude and fincere . Aﬀec- 


Tion. If there ben't inward De- 


Tre, Delight, and Admiration, 
Songs of Praiſe are empty and in- 
ſiguificant Things; eſpecially con- 
ſidering that God is not to be 
impos'd upon: but all things are feb, IV. 
naled and open in his fight with whom 
we have to do. 
LI. J Humility. Tho Cuſtom 
has not made it uſual to kneel in 
Singing as in Praying, yet an e- 
qual Proſtration of Soul becomes 
B 4 us 
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Serm. I. us in both, conſidering what an 
GY WV infnite Diſtance there 1s between 


Eph. III. PO 


21. 


us and the Object of our Songs, 
and how he is exalted far above all 
Bleſſing and Praiſe, the Hallelujahs 
of the Angels as well as the Ho- 
ſannahs of the Saints: Eſpecially 
remembring that we are Sinners, 


and fo deſerve tobe in that ws 


where the Circumſtances of the 
miſerable Inhabitants extort weep- 
ing, wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth 
inſtead of Praiſe and joyful Accla- 


S. 2. It muſt be in the Name of 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ver. 17. 


Giving thanks unto the Father by him. 


Parallel to this is that of the A- 


ſtle, Unto him be Glory in the | 
Church by Chriſt. Feſws. The Im- 
port of this Expreſſion: is, that 
our Praiſes muſt be offer'd up to 


* 
7 
* 
$ 


God thro the Mediation of Chriſt, * 
whoſe Interceſhon procures Ac 
ceptance for our Praiſes as well 
as Prayers. The ſame Hand muſt 


reſent, and the ſame Incenſe per- 


me both. 


| IV. The ; 
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3 IV. The End of Singing is two- WWNJ 


particularly, 
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the Daty of SIN GN e. 9 
| Serm. I. 


fold: The Glory of God, and 


mutual Edification. | 
F. 1. The Glory of God. This 


4 is the ultimate End of a Chriſtian 


in all his Actions, and eſpecially 
Religious; Mhoſo offereth Praiſe, Pi. L. ult- 
gloriſies me. I need not tell you, 
that we can't make God more glo- 
rious than he is neceſſarily, eſſen- 
tially, and eternally; but by prai- 
ſing God, we acknowledg and 
proclaim his Glory. 

$. 2. Mutual Edification; and 

(1.) Hiſtruction and Admonition : 
Teaching and admoniſhing one ano- 
ther, &c. Now this End is admi- 
rably anſwer'd by Pſalms, Hymns, 
and Songs, in which important 
Truths are many times moſt agree- 
ably propos'd, more - eaſily im- 
preſs'd, and better -remember'd 
than otherwiſe. Upon which ac+ - 
count it has been uſual in all 
Ages, even. thole moſt remote 


from the preſent time, and in all 


places where there has been any 
Religion profeſs'd, or publick 
B 5 Worſhip . 
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10 Tie NaATruxk of 43 
'Serm. I. Wcrſhip paid to a Superior Being, 
to deliver what they counted ſa- 

cred Myſterys in Verſe, and to ſet 

that Verſe to Tunes. But this 

needs not be inſiſted on. 3 

2.) Comfort. According to that, 

I any man afflicted ? let him pray : * 
Ts any merry? let him ſing Pſalms. 
But as all theſe things will fall 
in under other Heads, I amallow'd 
only to mention 'em; and that 
ſeems ſufficient to-anſwer my De- 


tf 
N 
* 

4 
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ſign, which was to ſhow the Na- 
ture of the Ordinance. . 
| | * 
From what has been 'ſaid, 1% 
might draw ſeveral uſeful Infe- 
rences; but conſidering that my 
Diſcourſe is but introductory to 
the reſt, I ſhall only mention two 
or three things, to which the Ge- 
neral Heads fairly lead me: As, 
1. That our Singing ſhould be 
as muſical as may be: For tho? 
where God has deny'd a Voice or 
an Ear, he will not require What 
be has not given, yet ſurely we? 


C 4 


Fy 


ſhould ſerve him with the beſt we 
have, and improve every Talent 
to the beſt advantage, ſeeing * 1 
| mut 
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the Duty of STX NG. 


maſt account for it: and we may Serm. I. 
imagine what the Conſequences gf 


our Neglect will be, if we conſider 


that awful Text, Curſed be the De- Mal. I 145 
* .cciver-which hath in his Flock a Mal e, 
= and-wvoweth and ſacrificeth , unto the 


Lord à corrupt thing. Indeed our 
beſt ſhall be accepted, be it ever 
ſo mean; but nothing leſs ſhall 
he regarded, be it ever ſo good. 
And the Reaſon is obviqus; be- 
cauſe to put off God with 

thing ſhort of the beſt, muſt needs 
be a high Affront to him, who is 
iufinitely exalted above all Bleſſing 
and Praiſe, and deſerves infinitely 
better from us than our beſt can 
be. It's true, the Muſick of our 
Voice is a matter of leſs impor- 
1tance than the Melody of our 
Heart, but not therefore to be 
neglected; becauſe a very minute 
Circumſtance may be expreſlive of 


za great deal of Daty or Diſobe- 


- dence, as, ſufcieatly appears in 
the Caſe of our firſt Parents. In 
a word, I may apply. to the pre- 


ther; Theſe! ought ye to haue dane, Lale A. 


and not left the other undone : and + 
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Serm. I. lay the ſtreſs of what I have ſaid 
upon that of the Apoſtle, Glorify | 


Cav 
1 Cor. VI, 
20, 


God in your r e and in your Spi- 
rits, which are his. 


2. If the Object of Singing is 
Scriptural Songs, then undoubted- 


ly we muſt not mingle our own 


Inventions, Fancys, and private 


Opinions, with the great and ob- 


vious Truths of the Goſpel, in 5 


thoſe Compoſures which we ſing 


in the Worſhip of God. And I | 
think this ſufficiently intimated in 
the Text; Let the Word of Chriſt | 
dwell in you richly, teaching and ad- 
moniſhing one another in Pſalms, | 
Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs. If men 
don't in every Ordinance keep to 
this Rule, to the Lam and to the 
Teſtimony, their Sacrifices cannot 
be acceptable, but muſt fall under 
Mat,XV.9, that Cenſure, In vain do they wor- 
ſhip me. And this is one Abomi- | 
nation in the Church of Rome, that 
they ſing not only what is un- 
ſcriptural, but antiſcriptural too, 
yea infinitely abſurd and ridicu- 
Tu per Jous; as1 might ſhew by Inſtances þ 
enough to enlarge this Diſcourſe | 


3 If} 


Thomæ 


Sangui- 
nem, &c, into a Volume: 


the Duty of SINGING. 13 


3. If the- Manner of Perfor-Serm. I. 
g mance be with Grace in our Hearts, 
then we muſt ſee to it that we be 
ſincerely devoted to that God whoſe 
2 Praiſes we ſing, and not ſing the 
Lord's Songs with unhallow'd Lips. 
Ve muſt alſo endeavour to have 
every Grace (as before mention'd) 
in its proper and lively Exerciſe, 
and tune our Hearts as well as 
Voices. We muſt offer a reaſo- 
nable Service, underſtand and at- 
tend to the Senſe of what we ſing, 
leſt we be no wiſer than the Fomis Job 
of the Heaven, who ſing they know xXXV. 12 
not what. We muſt ſet our ſelves 
Jas in the Preſence of the All-ſceing 
3 God, that a Senſe of his Inſpec- 
tion may awe us into a decent Re- 
verence, and make us watch a- 
er A gainſt every thing unſutable to the 
r- Solemnity of Worſhip, and im- 
1i- pertinent to the Buſineſs before 
at us: Believing and being firmly 
in- X perſuaded, that as we muſt ac- 
50, count for every Action in general, 
cu- whether good or bad, ſo in a very 
ces particular manner for every Act 
rſe of Worſhip, and that of every 
idle Word we muſt give an account 
in 


M Pa br one 4rd 


4 - The NuTurm of, | 
Serm. I. in the Day of Judgment to him whit 
"UV VV raketh no pleaſure in Fools. Let us 
have an eye to the Recompence of | Re- 

-ward, as thoſe who beers that 

the Care and Pains we take in the 

loweſt Inſtance of Duty, ſball in 1 

wiſe loſe its Reward. Let us thinks 

with our ſelves, that while wet 

-are conſcientioully ſinging thePraiz 

ſes of God in his Church below 

- we are training up for that betteſ 
World, where everlaſting” Joy ſha 

be upon our Heads, and our Mouth 
eternally fill'd with the high Pra; 

Fes of our God; and not-forge! 

to conſider what a dreadful thing 

it will be, to have our Crys. ang 
Wailings in Hell receive a highet 
-Accent from our Hypocritic: 

Songs of Praiſe on Earth. Let u 

alſo ſee to it, that we ſing thi = 
Praiſes of God in the Exerciſe. | 

Holy Love, that every Breath || \ 
warm'd with that holy Flame, an. 

a devout Aſpiration attend ever þ 
Word we utter. Thus David by” 

gins that lofty Song of 'Prailg be 

Pſal. XVIII. I will love thee, O Lor. 

my Strength and ſo ſhould ever 


{: 
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* the Dutyof S1x6G1NG. «5 
„the Title of a Sg of Loves.” Thus Serm. I. 
win the Imploymeat be delightful | >>I 
eto our ſelves, aud grateful to God; Title : 

9 | N 
a chear the Heart both of God and 
be Aan. 

% Finally, Let us join Humility to 

the other Graces, remembring 

what a - Majeſty we approach, 
US what unworthy Creatures we are, 
i and how ſorry things our Offerings 

be. Herein imitatiag thoſe glori- 
b Nous Creatures, with whom we one 
day hope to join in eternal Haſſelu- 
_ ans, who cover their Fuces and Feet, Iſa. VI. a, 3. 
when they cry, Holy, Holy, Hol 
WS Lord God? Kc. N * 
And this Humility will make us 
come in the Name of Jeſus, under 
Ja ſeuſe of our own Unworthineſs, 
Jand a Perſuaſion that the Holy 
God can accept of nothing from 
Wthe hands of ſuch abominable 


h 0 Wretches as we are, but thro the 
 2WFMcrits and Interceſſion of him, 
15 hom the Father heareth always. 

A be 


4. From what has been faid of 
the End, we may iifer our Obli- 
Nation to aim at the Glory of God 
Wn tits Duty; that we do it to 
be Lord: That we deſpiſe and 
abhor 


Serm. I. abhor the Thoughts of driving 
Von any baſe or mean Deſigns un- 


The NATURE of © 


der the cover of the choiceſt De- 
votion: That we don't for à pre- 
tence multiply our Songs of Praiſe, 
as the Phariſees lengthen'd out 
their Prayers, leſt we receive, as 
they, greater Damnation. 

And ſeeing mutual Edification 
is another End we are to aim at, 
I ſhall here take leave to adviſe 
that our Singing be with a dif- 
tinct and audible Voice, without 
which it ſhould ſeem that End t. 
can't be anſwer'd. How can 
Men be affected with an indiſ- 4 
tinct Murmur, or how ſhall they & 
know we do really join in prai- / 
ſing God, while we ſpeak only 
to our ſelves? Indeed the Heart Þ 2s 
may be right, and God princi- $10 
pally regards it: Melody : but pe 
unleſs we ſing (as far as the Na- an. 
ture of the thing will. bear) fo ſto 
as to be underſtood by others, Pr 
or to have them ſatisfy'd that fall 
we go along with them; 1 may plic 
juſtly apply what the Apoſtle tha 
ſpeaks againſt praying in an un- rec 


Cor. XIV. known Tongue, We peak into our 


the 


the Duty of SINGING. 


the Air: Our Spirit indeed ſings, Serm. I. 
but our Underſt anding is unfruit- 


ful. We ſhould therefore ſing 
with the Spirit, and fins with Un- 
derſtanding ;, i. e. 10 as to be un- 
derſtood by others. And there- 
fore as we ſhould be cautious not 
to confound others by an un- 
ſeemly Noiſineſs, ſo we ſhould 
extend our Voice to the moſt 
convenient degree we are able; 
and not under a Pretence of 
Modeſty baulk the great End of 


the Inſtitution. The Levites praisd i Chron. 
Iſrael, with XX. 19. 


the Lord, the God of 
a loud Voice on high; and Paul and 


Silas ſung ſo loud, that the Pri- Acts XVI. 


ſoners heard em. 

5. To conclude : If God in this, 
as well as other Ordinances, looks 
io much to the Heart, and ex- 
pets to be worſhip'd in Spirit 
and in Truth, what need have we 
to watch Our owW-n Spirits, and 
pray for his? We had need take 
all the Pains, and uſe all the Ap- 
plication poſſible; and finding all 
that inſufficient, we muſt have 


recourſe to a better Strength than 
our own, praying that our Hearts 
may 


25. 


of 


1 


Serm. I. may be ſet in Tune by. the Fin- 


18 The NATURE, Ce. 


Meer, God ; and joining with the 
Pſalmiſt, ſay, Open thou my Lips, 
and my Mouth ſhall ſhew forth thy 


Praiſe. 
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ARGUMENTS forthe 


Duty of S1NGING, 


"SERMON II. 


AL. CV. 9. 


Sing unto him, ſing Pſalms unto 


him. 


may be gather'd from 

1 Chron. XVI. 7. there we 

find it was put into the hands of 
Aſaph and his Brethren by David : 

They had brought the Ark of God 
into its Reſting-place, and then 

gave out themſelves to the view of 
a long and quiet Settlement. We 

may obſerve this, that it was firſt | 

admitted as a Part of way 
wit 


T E Occaſi on of- this Pſalm 
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Serm. II. with the neareſt regard to their 
WY YN own-lelicity, and atterwards em- 
body'd in the Collection of Pſalms, 

that it might beof univerſal Ser- 

vice. This, I think, is very clear 

under the i rotection of this one 
Argument, vi. That the Song 

Which we read entire in the Book 

of Chronicles, is broke and divi- 

ded to make up ſeveral- Parts of 
Pſalms, that ſeem to be more un- 
confin'd and popular. Ihe be- 
ginning of it we meet with in this 

CVth Pſalm, what follows is diſ- 

Fos'd of into the XCVth; one}. 

Verſe lies often in our way, Par- 
ticularly in the CXVIllth and 
CXXXVIth, and well it may, for 

it is the Summary of Praiſe ; Give 
Thanks to God, for he is Good, for 

bis Mercy endures for ever. The 
concluding Petition is the ſame}. 
1 with what you find in the CVIth 
- Pſalm; and the Doxology, the 
. Cloſe of joy, we meet with both 
here andin another Pſalm that 1s 
compos'd with a direct view of ſh 
that Mediator, who tool upon him 
the Seed of Abraham. The ſame F 
devotional Language which _y j 

us 


T © kt, hs ms N89$wt ca 


wo w, 


the Daty of SINGING. 


the breathing of Faith and Joy to 
him who was greater than the Tem- 
le. This will appear if you unite 
Pſal. LXXII. 18, 19. in the fame 


05 things will vindicate our Applica- 
tion of an Old Teſtament Advice 
to theſe laſt days, in which God is 
peakinggo us by his Son. Tis true, 
there's the diſtance of a great ma- 
his Iny Ages between the Time of ſuch 
13. RExhortation and ours, apon whom 
the ends of the Earth are come; but 
it reaches us without any Decay or 
Vaſt of Argument, and I will 


0 every one that's Partaker of the 
heavenly Calling; Ariſe, for the 
"he Natter belongs unto thee, 

This is the Deſign that I have 


hat you had in directing me to a 
part of Service among you; Pm 
o eſtabliſh the Truth and Obliga- 
ion of a great Ordinance, and 
ſhow what a rightful Claim it has 


us'd at bringing home the Ark, Serm. II. 
ſerves an higher purpoſe, and is 


view with Pſal. CVI. 48. Theſe 


dare to deliver it in thoſe Terms. 


in the choice of this Text, and 


upon thoſe who would walk es 
of God unte all pleaſing. SINGING) _ 


} 
| 
| 
| 


ARGUMEN Ts for 


Serm. II. his Praiſe appears to be a Duty 
from theſe four Springs of Argu- 
ment; The Light of Nature, Ihe 


Commands of the Word, The Ex- 
amples of God's People, and The 


Work of the Holy Spirit within 


us. 


I. It may be prov'd from that 


natural and common knowleds of Hai 


things which God has | beſtow'd 


upon Mankind at large. Revela- 
tion produces it in a better Light, 
and ſtrikes deeper into the Con- 


ſcience; but yet the Duty it ſelf 
is of a more diſſuſive kind, and 


takes the ſame Compaſs. with hu- r 


man Reaſon. I will mention three 


things under this Head, which! 


will fill up the Argument. 

§. 1. *Tis promoted by thoſe 
Works of Greatneſs and Mercy that 
lie open to an univerſal Remark. 


Da:d calls in the Heathen World 


to bear a Part in this great Con- 


PLCXVII fort; Praiſe him all ye Nations, 


praiſe him all ye Pecple. Tis a 
common Duty, and includes the 
whole rational Nature: Let the 
Nations be glad and ſing for Toy. 


the Myſterys of Redemption are 


the Daty of SINGING: 23 
et all the People praiſe thee. Tho 


nknown among em, ſo that they ** 
annot think of God's loving kind- pal. 


reation and Providence give em 
he Memorials of a Deity, and 


Shoſe may touch their Joys in a 


ainter way: for according to God's ver. 10. 
ame, ſo is his Praiſe to the Ends of 


be Earth, and his right Hand is 
Wl of Righteonſntſs. What may be kom. I. 19, 


mown of him is manifeſt in them, 20. 
or he has (hown it to em; and the 
ſible things of him from the Cre- 
tion of the World are clearly ſeen by 
he things that do appear, even his 


Eternal Power and Godhead. This 


s ſo noble an Argument to the 


Work of Praiſe, that their Si- 


ence falls under a ſevere Correc- 
ion; they are ſaid to be without ver. 21. 


Excuſe, becauſe that when they knew 


od, they gloriſ d him not as God. 
Nature taught the Heathens to 
ing the Praiſes of their Gods: 


ot A ert ot re gν TATth Helicd, 
* — N 
LY AVEL= Of2/001% ; 


4 v tucxorei, 


Let the People praiſe thee O God, Serm. II. 
r 
Pſ.LXVII. 


eſs in the midſt of his Temple; yet XLVIILg. 


. 


__ 
? 

| 

' 
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24 ARGUMENTS for. 
Serm. II. Ie Aix Tay yer x, err 
WNW vice Hel. * ®, 


Theocrit. AM & TEN 
Id) 1. 2» 4 | ed » AS \ 4 
— 4 be A MV. Tiv YE re 


& TUX, M pu 
T X 0,“ RA 
De Muſi- | Plutarch ſays, That Singing an- 
131 Muſick among the antient Gree 
were wholly imploy'd in the Wor 
ſhip of their Gods; and lament 
their Profanation and Abuſe it 


later times when they broughh 


em into the Theater. 
E t is an admirable Expreſſion 


A 


pt the Stoick Philoſopher : © If w 
Zent- are wiſe, what is more proper. 
muy „ our Buſineſs, in publick an( 
xn x, i- private, than to ſing Praiſes t( 
ia, ij ce the Deity ? Should not the L 
9555 A c bourer in the Field and at hi 
Arrizai © Table ſing an Hymn to God? 
Epict. l. 1.“ I were a Nightingal, L would d: 
c. 16. © as the Nightingals do; if 
« Swan, as the Swans: but ſince 
« am a reaſonable Creature, Go 
« muſt be prais'd by me; I wi 
ce never forſake the Practice m 
« ſelf, and I exhort all pthers 8 
* It, 1 
= | Tt 


\ 
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the Daty of S1NGING. 25 
The Apoſtate Emperor ſpeaks Serm. II. 
of fine Hymns conſecrated to! NW 
the Gods, and adviſes them to be — 
learn'd and remembred. = F 
Many of the Scripture-Songs 
are rais'd upon a view of what 
God has done in Nature, things 
expos'd to an univerſal Admira- 
tion. David conſiders the Hea- pfl. ynr: 
vens as the Work of his Fingers, the 3, 4. 
Moon and the Stars that he had or- 


And; and then ſays, Lord, what ſobxxvi. 


is Man? Tis true, theſe are only 14. 
part of his mays, and we cannot ſee , Cor. IV. 


che Glory of God to any ſaving ad-s, 


vantage, hut in the face of Feſws 
Chriſt : however there are ſome 


Beams of Perfection ſhining out to 


them, who are Aliens from the Co- 


fl verant of Promiſe. + For the Hea- 


vens declare the Glory of God, and pfl. xIlx. 


_ the Firmament ſhows his handy Work. 1, 2, 3, 4 


Day unto Day utters Speech, and 
Night unto Night ſhows Nnomledg. 
There is no Speech or Language where 
their Voice is not heard; for their 
Line 1s gone thro all the Earth, and 


heir Words unto the end of the 


IVorld. Theſe are not fo limited 
as the Statutes that he gave to Jacob, 
CG and 


'v 


A 


26 ARGUMENTS for 


Serm. IL. and the Commandments that were 

WW only: made known to J/rael. In- 

deed they area People moſt oblig'd 

and prepar'd to the Service; but 

the Duty reaches further, and Da- 

vid owns this when he was ſolem- 

nizing the peculiar Relation that 

God bore to the Jews. The XCVIth 

Pſalm is a part of the Song that 

he gave out at the ſettling of the 

Ark, and yet then he looks be- 

Pf. xcvl. yond their own Nation: Fear be- 

9,10, fore him all the Earth; ſay among 

the Heathen, that the Lord reioneth : 

the World alſo ſhall be eſtabliſi d, 

that it be not mov'd. They under- 

ſtand, tho it be not by the clearer 

Heb. XI. 3. Views of Faith, that the Worlds were 

fram d by the Word of God); fo that 

the things that are ſeen were not 

made of things that do appear. And 
further, 

They behold that part of his 


111 

wonderful Works, which is moſt Fj 5 
affecting to themſelves. The Apo-Kret 

ſtle comes down upon the Hea- + 

thens Level, when he tells em of 

Act. XIV. the Times in which God ſuſfer d all a 
16, 17 Nations to walk in their own ways, the 


and yet even then left not himſelſſle 
5 * without | 


W 


the Duty of SIN GING. 27 


without witneſs, but gave em Rain Serm. II. 
and fruitful Seaſons, filling their 


Hearts with Food and Gladneſs. So 
that if we had no expreſs Voice 
of Law or Goſpel to make this 
our Duty, *tis as much eſtabliſh'd 
in the Rules of Nature as Prayer 
and Dependence upon God can be 


and this is the Work of all Nations AR.XvIL. * 
of Men, who dwell on all the Face 26, 27,28. 


of the Earth, that they ſhould ſeek 
the Lord, if haply they might feel 
after him, and find him, tho he be 
not far from every one of us: for in 
him we live, and move, and have 
our Being. For this the Apoſtle 
brings in one of their own Poets, 
who ſaid, We are his Offsprins. 
Neceſſity has this Virtue in it, 
to ſet us a crying after him, tho 
we ſhould always have bin at a 
ſoſs for the true Method of do- 
wg it, if Life and Immortality 
lad not come to Lig by the Goſpel ; 
yet every Admonition of Miſery 


5 a puſh to the thing it ſelf. The 


Mariners who had got Jonah a- 
dard were as looſe and wild in 
heir Notions of Worſhip as Peo- 
de could be, when they cry'd every 

G3 Man 


28 ARGUMENTS for 


Serm. II. Man to his God; but yet they have 
' AV VV {ome unpoliſh'd Thoughts of their 
r. Duty: They bad an Opinion of 
Prayer as a way to eſcape. Thus 

Rom. II. the Gentiles, who have not the Lam, 
14 15+ do by nature the things contain d in 
the Lam; and theſe, having not the 

Law, are a Law wunto themſelves, 

K which ſhow the Work of the Law to 
be written in their Hearts. *T1s the 
Parallel between one Ordinance 

and another, that I wou'd argue 

from: If mere Nature/fhat fur- 

veys the Beauty of Creation and 
Providence, can ſhow a God to 

our Hope in the time of need, it 

does equally oblige us to praiſe 

him for Mercys receiv'd. The 
Materials of the Service lie abroad, 

and may be fetch'd in from the 


common Favours of Life; for as © 

Job God our Maker he gives Songs in the] uy 
XXX Vu. Night. GU 
C >. This Duty is diſtinguiſh'd C 


from thoſe that were Ceremonial, 

and only a ſhadow of good things ro he 
come. The ems had their Law in] Pa 
Tables, but their Goſpel in Figures laſ 


| Many parts of their Service were 
to declare and nouriſh the hopes of 
a 


the Duty of SINGING. 


IF 
2 Meſſiah. The Adoption that per-Serm. II. 


tain'd to em, the Glory, the Cove- Soy ag 
nants, the giving of the Law, and the, 4. ; 
Promiſes, was becauſe they were a 
People, of whom as concerning the 

Fleſh Chriſt came. Theſe had no 
farther value in them than as they 

were eſtabliſh'd by a temporary 
Command, and pointed to that ri- 

per Glory, thoſe better things that Heb. Xl. 
God had reſerv'd for us. But the ult. 
Works that are purely moral are 
oftentimes mention'd apart from 
them; and when theſe two are 

put into the Ballance, the Cha- 

racter always weighs on one ſide: 

The Lord has not ſo great Delight, Sim. 
in Burnt-Offering — Sacrifice, 4s XV. 22. 
in obeying the Voice of the Lord: 
behold, to obey is better than Sacrifice, 

and to hearken than the Fat of Rams. 


When he ſuppoſes an awaken'd 
Conſcience lamenting how inſuffi- 


cient Thouſands of Rams, and Ten Mic. VI. 8. 
Thouſand Rivers of Oil would be, 
he puts a new credit upon thoſe 
parts of Obedience that are ever- 
laſting and moral: He has ſhown 
thee, O Man, what is good, and what 
the Lord thy God requires of thee. 


G3 Of 
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An uukE Nis for 


Serm. II. Of this kind are thoſe Praiſes that 
WY VL we offer to him in the Ordinance 
of Singing. This is the plain 
ſenſe of David, tho he liv'd in an 


Age when the Ceremonial Cor- Rl 


pſ. LXIx. mands had all their Force: I wil 


305 31. 


praiſe the Name of God with a Song, 
J will magnify him with Thankſgiving ;, | 
this alſo ſhall pleaſe the Lord better | 
than an Ox or Bullock that has Hern 
and Hoofs. L 
*Tis not my Province to anſwer * 
Objections, that's a Service better | 
plac'd ; but I cannot be paſlive to 
one that uſually aſſaults this Ar- 
gument. Some tell us, that we 
may as fairly conclude for the uſe 
of Inſtrumental Muſick in the 
Worſhip of God, becauſe the Fews | 
often brought it in thither, I | 
ſhall give a very eaſy and general | 
Anſwer, which I hope may both 
break this Difficulty, and lead us 
into the true Nature of that Ser- 
vice we are now oblig'd to. Tis | 
certain, moſt of their moral Du- 
tys had a I incture of Ceremony | 
in 'em, becauſe fomething further 
was requir'd of em beſides an Obe- | 


dience to the Law: There was the 
hope 


the Daty of SIN GIR G. 


hope of the Promiſe made unto the 
Fathers; unto which Promiſe the 
twelve Tribes inft antly ſerving God 
Day and Night hop'd to come. That 
this Expectation might be kept 
alive, they had the Figures and 
Shadows of the great Bleſſing uni- 
ted to their Services. I will tow 
you this in a parallel Caſe : Prayer 
to God is undoubtedly eſtabliſh'd 
upon another foot than that ot 
the Types and Ceremonys; and 
yet they ate ſo interwoven, that 
the Duty has a great deal peculiar 
in it, as it' comes from them. 
There muſt be an Offering, their 
Faces are directed to the Houſe 
which God had choſen to place his 
Name there. They had Seaſons of 
doing it: The multitudes ſtood pray- 
ing without at the time of Incenſe. 
Weread of the Hours of Prayer : 
They were to guard againſt all ce- 
remonial Impuritys; and if any 
thing of this external Part was 
neglected, we ſometimes find there's 
a frown of Providence to cloud 
the Work. God made a Breach 
upon David's Deſign, by ſtriking 
Uzza dead (tho it's probable there 

C 4 Was 


Serm. II. 
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XXIV. s, 


7. 


Luk. I. 10. 


Act. III. 1. 
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XV. 13 


Heb, IX. 


IC, 


ARGUMENTS for 


Serm. II. was a religious Temper among the 
people) becauſe they ſought him not 


- x Chron» 


after a due Order. So that, to bring, 
up the Argument, if a Duty ceaſes 
to be moral, becauſe their way of 
diſcharging it was peculiar, we 
ſhall have the whole Character de- 
{troy'd : no part of our Obedience 
can poſlibly come under that name. 
The diſtinction is very plain be- 
tween this Ordinance we are now 
defending, and thoſe that, are cal- 


led carnal ones, impos d on the Jews | 


till the time of the Reformation. 
When the Apoſtle writes to the 
Church at Coloſs, he makes it one 
great part of his Advice to them, 


Col. II. 16. that they be mor entangled with 


Ver. 20, 


Meats and Drinks, or in reſpett of 
Holidays, or New Moons, or Sab- 
bath-Days, which took up a migh- 
ty room in the Jewiſh Worſhip ; 


but they were only a ſhadow of | 


good things to come, for the Body was 
Chriſt, and they ought to be dead 
from the Rudiments of the World. 
And yet, after he had thus demo- 
liſn'd the whole Maſs of Ceremo- 
ny, in the very next Chapter he 


col. III. 16. directs em to P/alms, and Hymns, 


and 


. + Tn be 


the Daty of SINGING. 


and ſpiritual Songs: which ſhows Serm. II · 
they are not to be thrown into WW 


the number of thoſe Services that 
are purely Typical. 

§. 3. Human Nature is fitted to 
this Work with an eſpecial Deſign. 
The Facultys of Enquiry, Medi- 
tation, Delight and Wonder, are 
to reliſh the Perfection and Boun- 
tys of a God, what he is in him- 
ſelf, and what he has done for us; 


and the Tongue is our Glory, that PC. xxx. 
we may ing Praiſe. We have al:. 


Capacity to the Service above what 
other Creatures can pretend. to : 
Our Voices are pliable to Melody ; 
and how can that Beauty -in the 


frame of them be better turn d 


than to a decent and regular Per- 
formance of this Work? And 
when any will be at Pains to have 
this Ordinance carry'd on with a 
becoming Sweetneſs, tis indeed a 
devoting the beſt Inſtrument of 
Nature to the beſt Employment of 


Grace. Our Glory is exerted, and 


God's admir'd. Satan's Artifice | 
againſt this Duty ſhows it ſelf 
two ways: On the one hand, he 


perſuades a looſe and careleſs 
= C5 World, 
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Harmony or Entertainment in it; 
and therefore if they would be 
pleas'd in the ſenſe of Hearing, 
they muſt go for it to thoſe things 


Nature, and o 


ing things and Fowl, praiſe the Name 
of the Lord, and his Glory, which 
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Serm. II. World, that there's nothing ot 


that are a long ſtep from Religion. | 
On the other hand, he attacks the | 
Ordinance with the Prejudice and | 
Sourneſs of thoſe who condemn | 
what they don't underſtand : and 
it's no wonder that a Service ſo 
uſeful to the Chriſtian is thus op- 
os'd. But certainly our having 
oices, that are capable of doing | 
their Work with pleaſure this way, | 
is both an A founded in 
liges to ſome Dili- 
* gence for Qualification. We are | 

2 Chron, Expreſly told of thoſe that taught | 
XXIII 13 to fing Praiſe. Why is it that Cod 
has ennobled us at ſuch a Colt of 

Love, but that our Adorations 

may bediſtinguiſh'd from the more 

ſilent ones that other Creatures 

" Pfal, are giving? The Sun, Moon, and | 
CXLVIII. Stars, Dragons, Deeps, Fire, Hail, 
Snow, Wind und Vapours, Moun- 
tains, Hills and Trees, Cattel, creep- 


. SY ] ] 


the Duty of SINGING. 


is above the Heavens. But we are Serm. Il. 
to do it in another manner, as '5WW 


we have Souls to digeſt the Mate- 
rials, and peculiar Organs to give 


it vent: With one Mind and ane Rom. XV. 
Mouth we glorify God, even the Fa-6. 


ther of our Lord Jeſuus Chriſt. There's 
ſomething ia our Make that's e- 
quivalent to an Inſtitution; theſe 
Capacitys of Preparation and Ut- 
terance are given us to carry on 


the Deſign: fy Lips ſhall greatly pſ. Lxx1. 


rejoice when I ſins unto thee, and my 23 


Soul which thou haſt redeem d. 


II. This Duty is ſtill more evi- 
dent from the poſitive Inſtitutions 
of God's VWerd. 1 ſhall conſider 
this Argument in two Parts, as it 
ſtands upon the Foundation of the 


Prophets and Apaſties. In the Old 

Teſtament we find it commanded, 

sd and eadear'd to our imitation . 
from ſeveral Perions, but eſpeci- 

ally him who is call'd the ſweet 

P[almiſt of Iſrael. In the New we 

have the ſame Exhortations, to 

let us ſce that it's a continuing 

Ordinance; and our Lord, when he 

comes, expects to fud u [0 doing. 


G1. 


—— — > — > 
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Serm. II. F. 1. I begin with that part of 

the Argument that is grounded on 
the Old Teſtament ; and what De- 
mand returns ſo often as of our , 
Service to God this way ? No Call ; 
to any Duty is more repeated, eſ- i « 
pecially in the Book of Pſalms. 
But becauſe there's an Objection al- þ 
ways ready againſt thoſe Exhorta- i 
tions to Singing which we find 
in the Old Teſtament, I will only 
turn you to ſuch Paſſages as are 
Prophetick of our Worſhip under 
the Goſpel. This ts univerſally 
own'd, that many things in thoſe 
times were written in a view of 
this laſt Diſpenſation. The Spirit 

1 Pet, I. in the Prophets teftify'd, that not un- 

12. to themſelves, but unto us they did 
miniſter the things that are nom re- 
ported. From ſeveral of theſe 
Scriptures, it appears with the 
beſt Conviction to me, that God 
deſign'd to have ſinging of Pſalms 
a part in his Worſhip now. 

The XLVIIth Pfalm has a great 
deal in it that looks at theſe laſt 
days, wherein God has ſpoken to us 
by his Son. He is ſaid to go up with 

ver. 3. 4 Shout; this was true of our Medi- 
5 ator, 


1 
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ator, when the Father rais'd him up Serm. II. 
from the Dead, and gave him Glory. r 
Again, we there read that Gd! bal. 
reigns over the Heathen, and the Ver. 8, 9. 
Princes of the People are gather d, 


even (or as it is in the Margin un- 
to) the People of the God of Abra- 


ham. And the reaſon he gives for 
it leads us into ſuch a fenſe of the 


words, becauſe the Shields of the 


Earth belong unto God, and he is 
greatly exalted. What a beautiful 
account is this of the Succeſs the 
Goſpel had, and the Bleſſing of A- Gal. III. 4. 
braham that came on the Gentiles 
thro Chriſt ? Now, in this Pſalm, 
we are commanded to ſhout unto 
God, to ſing Praiſes, to do it with 
Underſtanding : The Call is repea- 
ted ſeveral times, which lets us 
ſee what our Work ſhou'd be when 
theſe glorious things took place. 
The LXVIIIth Pſalm ſo plainly re- 
fers to Chriſt, that the Apoſtle Eph. ty, 
gives us the very words of it, in 
telling us, that he aſcended up on 
high, &c. And this Exhortation 
is mingled in the ſeveral parts of 
that account, that we ſing unte er 4: 
im that rides on the Heavens; and 88 
| Particu- 
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Serm. II. particularly the Heathen, who were 


| GY V once rebellious, are charg'd to do 
| | V. 32,33-it, becauſe he receiv'd Gifts: for 


them. Sing unto God, ye Kingdoms 
| of the Earth. | 
| | The XCVth Pſalm is almoſt re- 
| peated in the IIld and IVth Chap- 
ters to the Hebrews: From thence 
the Apoſtle fetches his Exhorta- i 
| tions, to hear God's Voice, and 
ll believe his Word; Which ſhows , 
| that it contains thoſe Rules off 
| Duty that we are to be guided by 
| in the days of the Son of Alan; and ſh x 
there we are calFd to came before if 5 
'k his Preſence with Thankſgiving, and in 
1 | make a joyful noiſe unto him with PL 
| 


Pſalms. 3 
We have z cloud of Witneſſe: to 


from the Prophets, who foretold it 
the Grace that ſhould come unto im. ca 
The Converſion of the Gentiles is 
| | expreſs'd in this Language, That day 
| I. xxxv. they ſhou'd come to Sion with Songs, 6 
| | 70. &c. They ſoall ſing tor the Majeſty ma! 
'1 Ha. II. 11. f the Lord. Songs ſhall be heard Te 
1 Ha.XXIV. from the uttermoſt parts of the Earth, A 
j 14,15 even Glory to the Rightecus. And inrhe 
Ch, XLII. another place, The Ends of the Eph 


Earth, the Inhabitants of the Rock ay 
art 


* 
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are to give Glory to the Lord, and Serm. II. 
they muſt declare his Praiſe in the 


Ilands. The Preaching and Con- 
queſt of the Goſpel is meant by 


publiſhing glad Tydings, and ſaying Rom, X. 
unto Sion, Thy God reigneth And 15+ 


hen this is the Happineſs of any 


People, they ſhall lift up the Voice, Iſa. Li, 
and with the Voice together they ſmg : 8, 9. 


They break forth into Foy, and ſing 
together, when the Lord has made 
vare his holy Arm in the Eyes of all 
Nations, and all the Ends of the 


Earth come to ſee the Salvation of 


God. Time would fail me to bring 
in all that we meet with to this 
purpoſe; I will only ſum up the 


Argument, That if God defign'd 


to aboliſh this Ordinance, and raſe 
it out of his Worſhip, we can 


Jſcarce think that he would have 


put the Duty and Joys of a Goſpel- 


day into ſuch Language. 


F. 2. 1 proceed to thoſe Com- 


mands that we have in the New 


Teſtament; and theſe are plain e- 
nough to carry their own Evidence. 
The firſt I ſhall mention you have 
Eph. V. 19. Speaking, dauſeis, to your 
elves (or to one another) in * 
an 
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Serm. II. and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; 
WY WV forging and making melody in your 


heart to the Lord. *Tis apparent 
by this Scripture, that a ſecret Joy 
in God doth not come up to the 
Deſign of the Exhortation. A 
devout and warm Refentment of 
his Goodneſs to us is the Soul of 
all Duty, but this is not ſpeaking 
in Pſalms : The Phraſe of the Ad- 
vice lets us ſee that it muſt bedif- 
ferent from Meditation, where 
the Soul is purely retir'd into it 
ſelf, and ſhuts out the whole Crea- 
tion. The Melody in the Heart is 
no Cenſure of the Voice : It only 
tells us, that beſides the Pleaſure 
of regular Sounds, we muſt have 
our Affections rais'd with the Sub- 


ſtance and Matter of what is ſung: 
PI. CIII. 1. That our Souls and all that is within NH 


us may pruiſe the Lord; leſt we 
fall under the Miſery of thoſe 


Iſa. xxlx Who honour him with their Lips, 


13. 


but remove their Hearts far from 
him. 


Another Scripture, which is 
much to the ſame purpoſe, you 


have, Col. III. 16. Let the Word of F. 


God dwell in you richly in all Wiſ- 


dom, 


„„ . 


„„ 


a> 
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dom, teaching and admoniſhing Serm. II. 
(iau]ois) one another in Pſalms, and. 


Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; ſinging 
with Grace in your Hearts unto the 
Lord. The Word that was tranſ- 


lated your ſelves in the other place, 


is here produc'd in its true and 


genuine Senſe. The Context to 
each of theſe Scriptures is fill'd 
with Directions for general Ser- 
vice; the Advice in both of 'em 
is almoſt the ſame, only here we 
are bid to let the Word of God dwell 
richly in us; which anſwers the 
Deſign of this Ordinance two 
ways: Firſt, as we are thereby 
the readier at accommodating the 


Plalms to our own or others oc- 


aſions: and, Secondly, as it en- 


larges the Mind to underſtand and 


apply what we meet with in that 
great Bank of Experience. Ay 


phen thou haſt taught me thy Sta- 171. 


utes. This will help us to find 
dur own caſe in thoſe Pſalms, that 
ook as if they were either perſo- 
al, or wrapt up in Fudaiſms. 
Vhen the Word of God dwells thus 
ichly in us, it will form the 

Thoughts 


ips ſhall praiſe thee, ſays David, pf. cxix. 


Serm. II. Thoughts to a greater compaſs, 
WNW and teach us to compare /piritual 
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Rom. XV. things with ſpiritual : for whatſoever 


. 


Ila. LV. 3. And indeed the Everlaſting Cove- 


was Tritten aforetime is for our Ad- 
monition. We ſhall be Partners 
with David in his Afflictions, and 
taſt his Comforts as if they had) 
been our own at the firſt hand. 


nant that God makes with us, is 
no other than the ſure Mercys ef 
David. This will lead us with-W 
in the Vail of Ceremony: By 
knowing the Fitneſs of the Types 
to their Subſtance, we ſhall not 
have our Thoughts ſhackled with 
the Phraſe; but know that thok}" 
Paſſages which ſeem to be of the 
narroweſt meaning, and moſt con- It. 
fin'd to that Age, have a Goſpel- f 


Senſe and Beauty in 'em. Qu 


Another Command you find 
Jam. V. 13. Is ary afflifted ? let hin 

ay: Is any merry? let bim fin 
Pſalms. Perhaps the Word in ou”: 
Tranſlation is a little too light fo. 
the Frame of Spirit here deſign . 
It expreſſes a Temper that's ver} : 
becoming thoſe who are Hezrs 
the Grace of Life, and ſhou'd ru 
| 49 
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5, joice evermore, being not appointed Serm. II. | 
a) WB into Wrath, but to obtain Salvation | 
ey h Jeſus Chriſt. So that the uſual 
- Anſwer to this is frivolous, that 
rs its a Duty only for thoſe who 
ad are joyful: They may as well af= | 
ad firm, that Prayer obliges no fur- | 
id. ther than when Affliction has gone | 
de- before. The latter part of the | 
is Verſe is no more limited than the 
of former. Several Pſalms are the 
th. Breathings of David's Spirit un- | 
By der his Diſtreſs. The Cllis call'd | 
pes A Prayer of the Aflicted, when he 
not overmhelm'd, and pours out his 
vith Complaint before the Lord. There 
noſel was in thoſe Believers a Love to 
the God and a Hope in him, to gild 
con- the Darkneſs of Providence; and 
el hould not the Chriſtian be ac- 
quainted with theſe in all his Ad- 
verſitys? The Exhortation there- | 
fore ſtands unſhaken ; Sing into the Pſ, xxx. | 
ord, ye Saints of his, for his Anger 4, 5. 


adures but ſor a moment; in his Fa- 


n Ol a 
it fo Hour is Life Weepins may be for a 
gn ght, but Joy comes in the morning. 


\ ho's to blame that we are not 
$2 a Temper for the Duty? Is 
Fur Sadneſs fo irregular and vio- 
joid lent, 
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Serm. II. lent, that we refuſe to be comfor- 
ted? Had we rather allow an Un- 
rulineſs of Grief, and charge God | 
fooliſhly, than take the Methods of 
Compoſure that he has directed us 
to? Never let that be an Excuſe, Þ 
which in moſt caſes is it ſelf a 
Crime; but beg rather, that God i 
Pf, LI. 15. would put you into Tune: Open 
thou Lips, and my Mouth ſhall 
hem forth thy Praiſe. Perhaps 
there's a Cloud upon your Com- 
forts at preſent ; but have you no 
Hope towards God, or Delight in 
his Promiſes? Look forwards, and 
Pf. XCV1, rejoice before him, becauſe he will 
23. come to judg the Earth with Righteouſ-WM 
neſs, and his People with Truth. Af - 
flictions don't deſerve to hinderÞ 
Phil. IV.6, you: Be 7 for nothing, but in 
every thin Prayer, and Supplica- , 
— and Tins Method of) 7 : 
giving, make your Requeſts known 
unto God. 


III. We are directed by Exam- 
ple to this Duty. Theſe things 
are recorded for our Admonition, 
upon whom the Ends of the Earth art 
come. The Hiſtorys of God's; 

People 


han- 
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People are not a dry Entertain- Serm. II. 
ment; they don't tell us matters SWW 


remote and foreign: but they are 
cither a Teſt to ſhow us what we 
are, Or a Ruleto tell us what we 
ſhould be. I'll begin with the ori- 
ginal Pattern: We find our bleſſed 
Lord imploy'd in ſinging the Prai- 
ſes of the Father. *Tis true, a 
great part of his Duty is recorded 
tor our Hope and Wonder, and 


[engages to no Imitation; ſuch as 


his working Miracles, ſuffering the 
Wrath of God, ſatisfying the 
Law, by which he brought in an 
Everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Theſe 
are not our Rule, but the Refuge 


Juve mult flee ro, the Hope that is ſet 
before us. He trod the Wine-preſs lia. LXIII. 
alone, and of the People there was3" 

none with him. But as to the Pu- 
Irity and Devotion of his Life, we 
| ſhould be Followers of him as dear Eph. IV. 1. 


Children. Now when he was to 
part with his Diſciples, and took 
leave in an Ordinance that ſhould 
continue till they met again, he 
ſung an Hymn with 'em. This 
could not be merely in compliance 
with the Jewiſh Cuſtom at the Paſ- 

{over ; 


* * 
l 

1 

1 

1 

1 
* 


— 


. 
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Serm.lI. ſover; for that Solemnity expir'd 
then, and he had appointed ano- 


ther in remembrance of himſelf and 


his ſecond Coming. His Soul was 


fall of holy Reverence and Love 
to the Father. He knew the 
Work of Redemption was now 
almoſt finiſn'd; and as this would 
engage the Songs of Heaven, ſo he 
employs his Voice in the Service 
of his Heart: He glorifies God 
both in Spirit and Body, as was 


pſ.LXV. a. becoming one who had Grace pour d 


into his Lips. Thoſe words of Da- 
vid were eminently deſign'd for 


Pl. XL. 3. him; The Lord has put a new Sony 


into my mouth, even Praiſe to our 
God. This, I ſay, was his Language, 
who ſaid afterwards, Lo, I come; in 
the Volume of thy Book it ts written of 
me. This is the Example that he 

has left for us to follow his ſteps. 
David's Practice in this Duty 
makes a whole Book. I know how 
uick ſome People are with their 
Objection, That our Caſe is not 
his; but I don't fee how that's 
any bar to the concurrence of 
Faith and Hope with his Medita- 
tions. Nothing could be more 
Per- 
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perſonal than the changing his Be-Serm. II. 

haviour before Abimelech; and yet 

upon that occaſion he deſires others 

to magnify the Lord with him, and Pfalm 
that hos might exalt his Name to- XXXIV. z 

rether. And we find his Pſalms 

us'd by People who were remov'd 

the length of ſeveral Ages from 

him. Hezekiah, and fuch as join'd 

in the Paſſover with him, prazs'd 2 Chron. 


and Aſaph the Seer : and they ſung 

Praifes with | gladneſs, and bow'd 

their Heads and worſhig'd. We 

find the ſame upon another emi- 

nent Turn of Providence; They Exr. III. 10 
rais'd God after Yhe Ordinance of 

David King of Iſrael. The Apo- 

ſtles and holy Men of God in later 

times were thus employ'd. Paul 

and Silas ſung Praiſes to God in the 

Stocks : The Multitude of the Diſ 

ciples, and others, did it, when 

- Chriſt made his publick Entry into 
Teruſalem. And when the Apoſtle 

is giving Directions about the Con- 
duct of our public Worſhip, he 

of {peaks of himſelf, 7 will ſing with 1 cor. xv 
ta- the Spirit, and with Underſtanding 15. 

ore falſe, Nay, methinks, we — 

er- ook 


he Lord with the Words of David, XXIX.30. 
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Serm. II. look much higher for Examples: 
CV This was the Work of the Angels; 


Job 


XXX VIII 


7. 


Eph. V. 
35 4. 


Deut. which muſt not depart from th 
XXXI. ip mouths of the Children of Iſrael, lt 


Prov. XVI. the Sweetneſs of the Lips increaſaſ 


21. 


PC. LXIII. Believer's Foy. Becauſe thy Loving 


37 4+ 


and admoniſh one another in Pſaln 


an advantage to dwell upon 


When the Foundations of the Eari 
were laid, the Morning-Stars ſun 
together, and all the Sons of Gui 


ö 
l 
L 
ſhouted for Foy. | ( 
1 
þ 
4 


IV. There's ſomething in ou 
Frame and Compoſition as Chri; 
tians, that may endear this Ordi 1 
nance to us. Fornication, Uncle 
neſs, Covetouſneſs, Filthineſs, av 
fooliſh Talking are not to be nam 
among ws, as becameth Saints; bu 
rather giving of thanks. 

F. 1. Iis a means of furthe 
Inſtruction. Mſes writ 'a Sow 


they ſhould forget the wonderful Work 
of God. We ſpeak to our ſelve 


and Hymns. This gives the Min 


things of God with a pleaſin 
Meditation; and, in this ſenſ 


Learnm 


§. 2. Tris a proper Effect of the 


Tinduc 
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les: kindneſs is better than Life, my 7 Ser m. II. 
ſhall praiſe thee. My Soul ſhall be SWW 
ſatisfy'd with Marrow and Fatneſs ; 
and my Mouth ſhall praiſe thee with 
joyful Lips. Tis the early Voice 
of the Convert, The Kings of the Plalm 
Earth ſhall praiſe thee, when they (XX xviii 
hear the words of my mouth; yea, ® * 
they ſhall ſing in the ways of the 
Lord. Men will ſhow their plea- 
ſure abroad. Such as are govern'd 
by a ſenſual Taſt of things, feel 
a Delight that cannot be pent up. 
They declare themſelves in Roar- 
ing and Folly, and an Exceſs of 
Riot. Now *'tis this Ordinance 
that fixes the diſtinction between 
profane and ſacred Mirth : Be not Eph. v.18, 
= drunk with Wine, but be ye filld with 19. 
W the Spirit, ſpeaking to your ſelves in 
Pſalms. | need but remind you 
Wot the Example we have newly 
ind parted with. When Paul and Si- 
l were in the Stocks, confin'd 
with Scandal and Danger, they 
lang ſo loud, that rhe Priſoners 
ard them. This was the Fruit 
of chat Redemption they felt in 
themſelres, and preach'd to others; 
and it made good that Promiſe, 
D That 
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Serm. II. That the Wilderneſs ſhould be as 


CAS 
Ia. LI. Zo 


the Triumph we have in God more 
than Boaſting and Wrangling : It's 


Numb. 
XXI. 17. 


2 Chron. 
. 22. 


Rom. XV. others; I will confeſs to thee among b 


Yo 


found therein, Thankſgiving and the 


ARGUMENTS for 


Eden, and the Deſert as the Garden 
of the Lord; Joy and Gladneſs being 


Voice of Melody. his becomes 


a Duty to the praiſe of his Grave, 
who has made ws accepted in the Be- 
loved. Thus we ſhould begin to 
enjoy a Mercy. When God was! 
about to open a Spring in the Wil- 
derneſs, Iſrael ſung a Song. Pro-] 
vidence has teſtify'd to the Value Þ 
of a Joy that ſhows it ſelf this] 
way. When Fehoſaphat had ap-Þ 
pointed Singers to the Lord, Who] 
went out before the Army, and they] 


4 
ö 


begun to ſing and praiſe; God ſet 


Moab and Ammon, and they were] 
ſmitten down before judah. N 
§. 3. Tis a good means of de- 1: 
claring our Religion to the World. t 
Theſe two are made the ſame 


thing, Praiſing God and Teaching | 0 


] 

| 

] 

| 
c 
/ 
Ambuſhments againſt the Children 1 
It 


the Gentiles, and ſing unto 51 


Name. Nay, Chriſt himſelf iN? 
brought in as making known hi © 
Doc- 
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0 Doctrine by this method: Sæying, Serm. II. 
„ Iwill declare thy Name unto my Bre- N 
ren; in the midft of the Congrega u- 
„% in I will ſing praiſe unto thee. 
es And well then may it be ſaid of 
re his People; I is good to ſing Prai- Pſalm | 
SI ſes unto our God, for it is pleaſant, CX LV II. | 
e, and Praiſe is comely. Thus weren- 
e- der unto him the Calves of our Lips. Hoſe & IV. 2 
to | It may be, there's no one Ordi- 
ras 1 nance in either Publick or Family 
il- Þ Worſhip ſo fitted to this Deſten. 
r0- 1 could ſhow you from the Lear- 
due ned Biſhop of Salicbuny's Hiſtory, 
his how the Reformation in England 
ap- proſper'd by the mighty Zeal of 
ho People in this Work; and God 
own'd it with the ſame Bleſſing in 
ſet France: but theſe things will have 
7 "| 2 more natural place among the 

. 


Exhortations to this Duty. I'll 
therefore leave this Subject to the 
de · ¶ laſt part of this Deſign; and thi- 
rld. ther I refer you. 
ame S. 4. It promstes and ſweetens 
ſing other Ordinances. Tis good to 
non begin with it; to ſerve the Lord pf. c. 25 
with Gladneſs, and come before his 
f 1] preſence with Singing. The Services 
his ot God's Houfe are fo far from 
Doc D 2 claſhing, 


a we 
i Ma. 
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Serm. II. claſhing, that they are a mutual 


ARGUMENTS: for 


Advantage to one another. Thus 


I Cor. 
XIV. 26. 


we find Neb. IX. One fourth part of 
the Day they read in the Lam of 
God, and another fourth was ta- 
ken up in worſhipping ;z and when 


they had cry d unto him, the Levites 


call'd upon 'em, to praiſe his glo- 


rious Name, which is exalted above 


all Bleſſing and Praiſe. *T was thus 
that our Lord concluded his Feaſt 
of Love with the Diſciples; After 
Supper they ſung an Hymn. This 
Variety in publick Worſhip makes 
it more eaſy and beautiful. The 
Apoſtle blames the Corinthians for 


the Confuſion of their Aſſemblys, Þ 


That every one of em had a Pſalm, a 
Doctrine, &c. but he allows the 
Parts themſelves. It ſeems the moſt 


natural Cloſe of our Devotions. Þ 
When we have been receiving the 
Good Tidings of Salvation, and have 


heard it /ai4 unto Sion, Thy God 


reigneth; *tis the very Letter of 


the Prophecy, that with the Voice 


PC.CXLIX together we ſhould ſing. The Lord 


4, 5, C. 


doth therefore rake pleaſure in his 
People, and beautify the Meek with 
Salvation: That the Saints may be 

joyf ub 


ever 
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joyful in Glory, and ſing aloud upon Set m. II. 
We, Beds; that the high Prasjcs of WS 


God may be in their mouths. 

§. 5. The Heavenly State which 
every upright Soul is breathing to, 
comes under this Deſcription. 
When they that are in their Graves 
hear the Voice of the Son of Man 
and live, they'l rife in Tune. Thy 


dead Men ſhall live, together with Ifa.X8Y}. 
ni dead Body ſhall they ariſe. Awake *** 

| and ſing, ye that dwell in the Duſt. 
is the only Ordinance of this 


World, that we meet with in a 


better; Prophecys ſhall fail, Tongues 1 Cor. 
will ceaſe, and the common means X 

of Knowledg vaniſh away. 
the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe that dwell Rev. xIv.ʒ 


But it's. 


in the Building of God, the Houſe 
not made with hands, that they ſhall. 
praiſe him. The 144000 ſing 
a new Song before the Throne. . Now 
ſurely we ſhould not have had the 
Joys and Worſhip of a dear Eter- 
nity put into theſe Names, if there 
were not ſomething in the preſent 
Sweets of Duty to guide our Con- 
ception of it. This is the Em- 
ployment of Saints and Angels, a 
Meditation upon thoſe Wonders 

| D 3 that 


54 ARGUMENTS, Cs. 
Serm. II. that are recorded in Heaven, with 
WV everiafting, Shouts of Praiſe to 
lim thut fits upon the Throne, and to 
the Lamb. Iis in theſe terms 
that God's own Delight is ex- 
Zeph. III. preſs'd; He will reſt in his Love, 
17. and rejoice over them with ſinging. 
Tis a good way to allure our 
Value for that better Church, when 
the moſt delightful part of Wor- 
1 ſhip here is to give it a Title. The 
| Faith and Hope, that are con- 
tending upwards,” do never ſo 


Duty af admiring God; bccaufe 
{ton into which they ſhall expire. 


I'll conclude the whole with the 

1 Apoſtle's Advice, grounded on 

| Heb. X111, this very Argument, We have here 

14, 15. #0 continuing City, but we feek one 
to come; tis the deſire of our Souls 
that it may be, and we have the 
Word of a Redeemer that it ſhall 
be: By him therefore let us offer the 
Sacrifice of Praiſe unto God conti- 
nually, that-is, the Fruit of our Lips, 
giving thanks unto his Name. 


The 


it's to: much the ſame with the Vi- 
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well employ themſelves, as in the 4 
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The EXCELLENCE 
of the Duty of 


SINGING. 


SERMON III. 


— A — — A 


— — ( Cane OO 
— 


PSA 3 CXLVIL 7 


Praiſe ye the Lord, for it is good 
to ſung Praiſe to oar God; for 
it i pleaſant, and Praiſe is 


comely, 


7 IS the third Part of the 
$ ; Subject that has fallen to 
my ſhare, and which I 

am to. conſider at this time; z-e. 
To repreſent the Excellence of this 
noble Duty, and recommend it to 
your Love and Eſteem. I ſhall 
D 4 confine 


The EXCELLENCE of 


Ser. III. confine my ſelf ſtrictly to this ſin- 
gle Branch of the Subject, and en- 


deavour to keep within the limits 
preſcrib'd me. 


> EXCELLENCE, or the juſt | 


Commendation that belongs to a 
thing, may be conlider'd either as 
ſomething rea! and inherent in the 
Subject; or as ſomething relative, 
and in the reſpect it bears to other 
things. The former ſignifies the 
intrinſick Value of a thing, or what 
it has in it ſelf to recommend it: 
The latter ſignifies its Preference to 
other things, or what there is in 
it that exceeds others of a like 
kind. 


ral Meaſures in the preſent Caſe, 
and repreſent the Excellence or 
Value of this Duty, under this 
double Conſideration of it. 


I. Conſider it more Abſolitely, 
and as it 1s in it ſelf. 

II. More Relatively, and as it 
ſtands in compariſon with 
odhers. 


Ui de. 


ST S..o 1 8 


I ſhall proceed upon theſe gene- 


——_—_— . Derne 
„ r 


7 mo 


SH 
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Under the former 1 ſhall ſnew Ser. III. 
wherein it agrees, and what it 
has more in common with others : 
Under the latter, wherein it ex- 
cels, and what it has more appro- 
priate and peculiar to it ſelf. 


I. I ſhall conſider it more 4b ſe- 
lately. And the Excellence of it 
will appear, if you view the whole 
Frame of it, and conſider it in all 
its Parts; viz. 
| 


8. 1. Conſider the Matter that 


is to be ſung); in the general, The 
{ Praiſes of God: That I may ſuem pl. X. qi 
forth all thy Praiſe. And the Apo- 
ſtle expreſſes it by P/alms, and 


Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs; which 
perhaps may be deſigu'd to fignity 
nothing more than the ſeveral Ti- 


| tles and Diviſions of the Book of 
| Plalms. 


But then tlus muſt be under- 


mood in the fulle® Latitude: 


Whatſoever tends to the Prailc ot 


the Almighty, every Repreſenta— 


tion of his Glory, and cvery Diſ— 
covery of his Will. And if you 
conſult the Sacred Pſalmody, vou 
Mall fad that the Pſalms that are 

1 190% 
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Ser. III. upon record, are full of various 


WY VExcellencys, and one of the moſt Þ 
lofty and noble Parts of the Sacred | 
Writings. Particularly, 8 
We ſare to ſing the Praiſes ofÞ 


Pf. XIX. 
1, 2. 


beginning, 


Creating Power. To this purpoſe 


divers of the Pſalms of David are 
particularly directed; that recount 
the Glorys of the great Creator, 
and celebrate his Praiſe, in theÞ 
ſtately Fabrick of Heaven and 


Earth, in the rich Furniture and 
vaſt Variety of Beings, in all the 


Impreſles of his Glory upon the 
Creation, and all the Inſtances ot Þ 
his eternal Power and Godhead. Þ 
The Heavens declare the Glory of Þ 
God, and the Firmament ſheweth hi: 
Handy-work, &c. Thou art great, 
clothed with Majeſty and Honour | 


covereſt thy ſelf with Light as with a 
Garment ;, ſtretcheſt out the Heaven: 
as a Curtain: He layeth the Beams of 


his Chamber in the Water, maketh the | 
Clouds his Chariot, and watketh pos 
the Wings of the Wind. Thou laid'ſ; 


the Foundation of the Earth, that it 


ſhould not be remov'd for ever, and 


cover dſt it mith the Deep as with 4 
Garment, &c. 
Aud 


own Nature; t | 
wonderful Workmanſhip, of Body 
and Soul, that carry a lively Re- 
ſemblance, and bear a ſtrong Im- 
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And ſo in bys, Frome of our Ser. III. 
curious aud. 


preſſian of the Divine Being and 
Perfection, in every Member and 


Faculty of each. Thou haſt T Pſalm: 


my Keins : Thou haſt cover'd me in CXXXIX 


iy Mothers Womb. I will praiſe 13, 14. 
thee, for ] am fearfully and wonder- 

fully made: Marvellous are thy Warks, 

and that my Soul knoweth right 

well. Ay Subſt ance was nat hid from 


bee when I was made in ſecret, and 


) curiouſly wrought in the loweſt Parts 
„ the Earth. Thine Eye di ſee my 
Sul ſtance yet being tmperfett, and in 
| thy Book all my Members were writ- 
' ter; which in time were faſbion d, 


when as yet there was none of them. 
Again, We ſing the Praiſes of 

Redeeming Love. To this ſeveral 

of the nobleſt Palms of David ex- 


| preſly refer, that foretel the Com- 


ing of the Meſſiah, and deſcribe 

the Glorys of his Perſon, and the . 
Fruits of his Death. The Pfalmilt pc, xry., 
ſings of the Excellence and Glory 


of the Xing; and particularly de- 
ſcribes, 


—— i — 


2. 5. 206. Hymn ſung by our Lord at the 
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Ser. III. ſcribes, in lofty Numbers, th: 
Kingdom and Prieſthood, the Sul. 
 ferings and Triumphs of the Re. 
pr nn, eemer. So the great Hallei ſuny | 
XVIII. by the Jews at the Solemnity 9 

the Paſſover, and is probably 
Lightfol-thought by Learned Men to be the. 


Inſtitution of the Supper. I might 
DI. LI, &gc. mention the Penitential Pſalms that. 
deſcribe his Mercy to humbic Pe- 
nitents, and abound in Expreſſion: 
of the tendereſt Kindneſs, as wel 
as the loweſt Abaſement. 
The Song of Solomon is a divine 
and rapturous, as well as a loft; 
and artful Piece of Poetry; deſcri-Þ 
bing at once the Beauty and Ex- 
cellence of the Redeemer's Perſon, 
and the Tenderneſs of his Affection 
and Care; the Intercourſes of di- 
vine Love in all the various Wor- 
kings of Kindneſs and Reſpect be- 
tween Chriſt and his Church. 
And if you look inte the New 
Teſtament, we haye the Song of 
Lake 1.46, Mary upon the Meſſage of the An- 
gels, and the Salutation of El;za- 
beth: Where ſhe celebrates. the 
condeſcending Fayour. of the Al- 
mighty 


JJ oo nm a 4-5 
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mighty to her low and humble Ser. III. 
State, when he abaſed the Mighty 
and the Proud; and his Faithful- 

n neſs and Mercy to his People , 

© rac! There is the Song of Za-LukeI67, - 
ſ charias; where he recounts at 


large his Faithfulneſs to his Pro- 

emiſe in ſending the Meſſiah, and 

ß the mighty Benefits w the World 

ik by his Appearance: And the rap- 

turous Song of old Simeon at the Lukeil.24 

fight of the Infant-Redeemer. | 

al Again, We ſing the Praiſes of | 
| Providential Care: His regular | 

ne Government and particular Notice 

ot all his Creatures. He daily 

-# ſupports the Being, and ſupplies 

x the Wants of innumerable Crea- 

tures, and exerciſes a wife and 

equal Care of every one. He di- 

rects the Courſe of publick At- 

fairs by a ſure and unerring Hand, 

and over-rules the Ditorders of 

them by ſeaſonable Interpoſures 

evi and powerful Influence. Many of 

o the Pſalms of David are dedicated 

n- to the Praiſe of his Providence. 

4 He deſcribes his Omnipreſence and. 

particular Obſervance of every Palm 

ching: Whither ſhall I flee fxom xxx 


* thy Ty 6.5 
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Ser. III. thy Preſence * Whither ſhall J go 

| from thy Spirit? If I aſcend up into 

; Heaven; if I make my bed in Hell; 

ö if I take the Wings of the Morning, 

and dwell in the uttermoſt parts of 

; the Earth; behold thou art there, QC. 

He deſcribes his general Goodneſs 

and his tender Mercy over all his 

Palm Works: The Earth is full of the 

CXLVIIL. Goodneſs of the Lord. The Eyes of 

15, 16. all look unto thee, and thou giveſt 

them their Food in due ſeaſon. He 

openeth his hand, and ſatisfieth the 

Deſires of all the Living. He Ce- 

lebrates his own Deliverance out of | + 

P. XVIII. the hands of. all his Enemys, and out a. 

of the hands of Saul. K. 

Particularly, The extraordinary Wh y. 
Appearances of God in the World, 

both of Judgment and Mercy; in on 

the unuſual Diſplays of himſelf, asf po 

well as in the more ſtated and or-W - 

dinary Courſe of thiags. This has 

been always Matter of Praiſe to 

the Pcople of God, and the Sub- 

ject of ſome of their nobleſt Songs 


Such was the Song of Moſes ;Mp,,, 
Exod. XV, where he magnifies the Arm of the gre⸗ 
Lord in ſo miraculous Appearance noh 
that at once carry'd with it 9 God 
5 Deir 
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Deliverance to his People, ſurpri- Ser. III. 
zing Ruin to their Enemys, and 
Terrour and Amazemgnt to all 

the World. Such was Vis dying 

Song; where he gives a lively Deut. 
and affecting Deſcription of the“ II. 


diſtinguiſhing Favour and ricu! — 46. 


| Bounty of God to Jſracl, and all 
| the Terrours of Vengeance and 


Wrath that would come upon 
them for their Rebellion and Abuſe. 
And ſo the Song of Deborah and judg. v. 
Barak, who judg'd Iſrael when 


"KF God ſabdu'd the Canaanites before 


them, is full of beautiful Figures 
and noble Flights; and is remar- 
kable as well for its artful Contri- 
# vance, as its admirable Senſe. 


I ſhall cloſe this Head with this 


| one Reflection: That as the Sacred 
| Poeſy is one of the nobleſt Parts 


of all the Divine Writings, ſo it 


I vaſtly exceeds, in the Sublimeneſs 


of Subject and Majeſty of Expreſ- 
lon, the fineſt Compoſitions of 
human Wit, and the moſt labour'd 
Productions of Art. And *tis 
greatly to be lamented, that that 
noble Art, which ſprung from 


Jod, and was devoted to his 


Praiſe, 
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Ser. III. Praiſe, is ſo ſadly degenerated 
from its original Deſign and pro- 


| 
per Uſe., The celebrated Poets of 
the preſent Age have debas'd the M3 
Majeſty of Verſe, and proftituted I 
the Muſes to the Service of their 
Luſts ; and fo the loftieſt Num- MW» 
bers and the ſweeteſt Verſe have) 
been employ'd in deſcribing the e 
fanciful Atchievements and the 
fulſom Praiſe of ſome little Her 
or leud Amour. The impure Mix- 
tures of the fineſt Poems offend 
and ſhock a pious or a vertuous 
Mind, and render them full of 
Snare and Danger to others: like e 
luſcious Poiſon, that pleaſes and 
corrupts, eaſily inſinuates and en- 
ters deep; and the higher a reliſh 
it 'gives,the more ſurely deſtroys. Wc! 
§. 2. Let us conſider the Subje# 
that is to be employ'd in ſinging Ns 
the Praiſes of God. Tis the Ex-WP*C 
erciſe of. the whole Man. It em- 
ploys the Facultys and Members". 
of Soul and Body. It engages the 
full Strength of Nature. For in. 
ſtance, | | 
There muſt be a Union and Har- Mr. 


mony of all the Powers of the Sou 
| ] hich 
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They muſt all concur, and be ſet Ser. III. 
right to ſing the Praiſes of God, WW 


I will praiſe thee, O Lord, with my Pi. IX. 1 
whole Heart. Bleſs the Lord, O my vC.C1II.1- 
Soul, and all that 1s within me bleſs 


his holy Name. The Heart is the 
Seat of Life and the Spring of 


Motion, that diffuſes Life into 
every Part, and feeds the vital 


{Pulſe in every Vein. The Heart is 


the Life and Soul of every Duty, 


land we are expreſly requir'd to 


make Melody in our Heart. TheEph.V.19. 
Underſtanding is the noble and diſ- PEXLVIE 
tinguiſhing Power of the Soul; and 7: 


we mult. ſing Praiſes with Under- Cor. 


anaing : I will ſing with the Spirit, XIV. 13. 
md with Underſtanding. Which, 
tho it ſhould be meant of the Un- 


lerſtanding of others, i. e. that 


hey may underſtand what is ſung 
as may be gather'd from v. 19.) 
yet does however clearly ſuppoſe, 


pad more ſtrongly infer his own. 
We mult diſtinctly apprehend, and 


ightly conceive the Senſe and 
leaning of what we ſing. It re- 


hutres the proper Exerciſe of all 
e Affections, the ſutable working 


dt the natural Paſſions anſwerable 
to 
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Ser. III. to the various Matter and the 
W NV different Subject of our Song. 
Yea, Singing requires the Ex- 

erciſe of all the Graces, and the 

moſt heavenly and exalted Frame 

of Mind. *Tisno low and com. 

mon Temper of Soul, that is ſu. Mi 

table to tie high Praiſes of God. Mi; 

Col. III. Is We muſt ſing with Grace in ono 
Hearts. For inſtance, with up 
humble Reverence and holy Awe in 

under the ſenſe of his infinite Di- 

tance and glorious Excellence W// 
Exod.XV, who is fearful in Praifes, workinWpi: 
Wonders. With Dixine Love: At 
affectionate Senſe of his LovelinckW7 

and Perfection; a Heart enflam{ 

with Love to God, as the mei bur 
amiable Being and Fountain of al 
Perfection, and ſtrongly aſpirin 

and tending towards him. Wi 
heavenly Foy: An Exultation d 
Heart; the Riſings and Overflos 

ings of the Soul, from the Fulne! 

of inward Senſe, and Strength 


inward Reſentment. We muſt aw 
Pf. IX. z. glad and rejoice; and make a joyWing 
**XCIV.4. noiſe, rejoice and ſing Praiſe. WIH 
real Gratitude: A kindly ReſenF/o! 
ment of divine Favours; a — ent 

ey 
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deeply affected with his various Ser. III. 
Goodneſs, and freely diſpos'd to {WW 
proper Acknowledgments and Re- 
turns, Cc. 

And then the Members of the 
Body muſt be employ'd too; and 
it engages all the noble and excel- 
jent Parts. The Tongue that is 
n Mour Glory is the great Inſtrument of 
an WPraiſe, and conſtantly employ'd 
nein ſinging to the Lord: My Glory Pf. XXX. 
Wall ſing Praiſe to thee, and not be 12. 
cent. The Lips” Becauſe thy Lo- 
un ving -in dneſt is better than Life, 
y. Ligs : ſhall praiſe thec. The 


Mouth My Mouth fhall praiſe 3. 
Jer with joyful Lips. Then was 


or Mouth fill d with Laughter and Plam 
ur Tongue with Songs. Our Breath XX VI. a. 
pod Voice muſt be employ'd ; we 

onult eng with the Voice of a Pſalm, XCVIIL 5. 
id with the Voice of Foy and -XLIL 4. 
raiſe. And, Let every thing that Cl. ul, 


neh Breath praiſe the Lord. 

Not to mention, that under the 
at aw they prais'd God with Dan- 
e and clapping their hands; ſhou- 


ng for oy, and playing upon the 
ol and Harp, and all the Inſtru- 
ents of Muſick. 

kJ. 
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Ser. III. S. 3. Conſider the Exerciſe it Me 

ſelf. *Tisa noble Exerciſe ſutableſ. : 
to the glorious Object it's em-ſWrit 
ploy'd about, and the excellent 
Subject it employs. There are ſe. 
veral-Propertys of ſingular Excel. 
lence. For inſtance ; 

"Tis: a-great Solemnity of Goſpel: 
Worſhip. That it was practise 
under the Law, appears by the 
whole Book of Pſalms; and is not, 
I. ſuppoſe, calld in queſtion by 
any: That 'tis renew'd and con. 

Serm. II. tinu'd under the Goſpel, has beer 
already prov'd. I am only to ar- 
gue from thence. _ 

*Tis not, I think, a merely na. 
tural Duty, much leſs an arbitrar 
one, that can be juſtly reckond 
among the Inventions of Men, ct 
to draw its Original from th: 
Wiſdom of this World. Ii 
an Inſtitution of Goſpel-Worſhip, 
that bears the Impreſs of divine 

Col. III. 1s Authority, is conſecrated by th: 
Nat. Xx Vl Example of the Redeemer, and to 
— be per form'd by the help of th 
Eph. v. 18. Divine Spirit: Be fil'd with t 
Spirit, ſpeaking to your ſelves i 
1Cor.X1V P/alms, &c. And, Iwill ſing * 
15. tht 
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the Spirit and with Underſtanding Sex. III. 
;. e. by the Aſſiſtance of the Spi- V 
it of God, as well as with the 
Exerciſe of 'my own. 

It has been the conſtant Practice 
Jof the Church of God in every 


Age, and is a ſtanding Part of our 
ſolemn Worſhip. And indeed it 
gives a Solemnity to Divine Wor- 
ſhip, and adds a certain State to 
very other part. It carries a 
z weetneſs and a Majeſty in it, 
gives an Air and Delight to it, 
and is one of the principal Glory 


Jof the Goſpel Worſhip. 


Beſides, tis a ſpiritual Service. 
Spirituality is the diſtinguiſhing 
Character of every Part of Goſpel 
Worſhip; as we are to have a. 
more direct eye to God who is a 
Spirit, and more eſpecially to re- 
gard the Workings and Exerciſe 


of our own Spirit: To worſbip him joh. IV. 24 


in Spirit and in Truth. 

Now tho the Ceremony and 
State of the legal Worſhip, and 
eſpecially of the Temple-Service, 
requir'd many muſical Inſtruments 
and great external Pomp; yet 
ſinging the Praiſes of God is very 

ſutable 
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Ser. III. ſutable to the Purity of Goſpel. 
WY WV Worſhip, and a very great Exer. 
ciſe of Spirituality. *Tis a ſpi-W 
ritual Object we are wholly to at- o 
tend; The Glory and Perfection Wt 
of the Divine Being. We a eye 
him and terminate on him in tien 
moſt direct and immediate man-Wo 
ner. And ' tis the proper ExercikWb: 
of our own Spirit: I will ſing wii m 
the Spirit and with Underſtandim a 
And tho there is a Concurrenceo! 
Soul and Body, and the one is em- in 
ploy'd as well as the other; yeWus 
the Soul is the proper Agent, the 
Body only the Inſtrument of the 
Soul, or the Organ thro which it 
ſings the Praiſes of Gd. 
Indeed it requires the beſt Ex 
erciſe of the Soul, as *tis proper 
to pure unbody'd Spirits: Th lor 
we be filPd with the Spirit, ſpeabinſſſec 
to our ſelves in Pſulms, &c. I Wpre 
Mind ſhould be wholly abftracte(Yig 
from all ſenſible Objects, and deep: 
ly intent in the Contemplation ain 
the Divine Glory; and *tis neveſſand 
more ſpiritual, than in the right ted 
Performance of this heaven joy 
Work. wit 
Further; 
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|. Further; Tis a comely Exerciſe. Ser. III. 


-i good to ſing Praiſe to our God, 


or Decency is the Sutableneſs of 
things one to another, and a cer- 
tain Agreeableneſs between them 
when there 1s a due Proportion, 
or at leaſt a proper Sutableneſs 
between Perſons or Things, as it 
may be reſpectively apply'd : as in 
2 comely Face or regular Building. 
Now there 1s a mighty Decency 
in this Caſe, and it well becomes 
us to ſing the Praiſes of God. 
Nothing we can do is more worthy 
of God, or better agrees to our 
ſelves. Nothing is more ſutable to 
the Diſtance and Relation between 
EV God and his Creatures. When the 
perf heavenly King is ſurrounded with 
"aloud Acclamations of joyful Sub- 
in ects, his Excellence and Perfection 
Ie proclaim'd and exalted by the 
Cell higheſt Praiſe ; his wonderful 
ce Works are magnify'd and admir'd 
n fin triumphant Acknowledgments, 
everſſand his Bounty and Love celebra- 
jghtFtcd and ador'd with Hallelujahs of 
en oy: When every Month is ſill'd 
with his Praiſe, and every Place 

het re- 


and Praiſe is comely. Comelineſs cxILvII. x 
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Ser. III. reſounds and ecchoes back his 
Name; nothing is more agreeable 


Eph. V. 19. 


Pl. XxXII. 3 


in it ſelf, or has a more delightful 
lovely Appearance to the World. 

Finally, Tis highly acceptable 
and pleaſing to God. *Tis an Ho- 
nour to the Almighty (ſuch as 4 
Creature is capable of) to ſing his 
Praiſe : And God is pleas'd with 
the Service, both as his own Ap- 
pointment, and the higheſt Ex. 
preſſion of our Eſteem. He i; 
the proper Object and the glorious 
Theme, and has ſometimes given 
ſignal Marks of his Approbation. 
"Tis making Melody in our Hearts 1 
the Lord. Tis Melody to the 
Lo RD: *Tis grateful in the Ears 
of the Almighty, as Melody and 
Muſick is in ours. He delights in the 
Praiſes of his Saints, as he inhabit; 
the Praiſes of 1/rael. The Voice 
of their ſincere Praiſe is a plea- 
{ant Sound: The Breath of their 
Praiſe, like the Smoke of the Sa- 
crifice, or the Cloud of Incenſe, 
aſcends to God in a ſweet Per- 
tume. Tis an Odour of a ſweet 
ſmell, and with ſuch Sacrifices God is 
well pleas'd. 
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$. 4. Conſider the Ends and Uſes Ser. III. 
of it. *Tis not a mere Solemnity ; SWW 


4 Piece of empty State; only to 
give Life and Airs to the more 
grave and ſolemn Parts of Wor- 
ſhip, or a more ſenſible Reliſh of 
Pleaſure to the Service of God. 
Tis a profitable Exerciſe, and is 
of admirable Benefit and Uſe. 
For inſtance, 

'Tis very Inſtructing. There is 
a rich Variety of excellent Mat- 
ter in the Sacred Pſalms, ſutable 
to all the Conditions of Life, and 
all the Workings of an holy Soul : 
Many rare Diſcoverys of divine 
Trath, and many rich Experiences. 
The Title of divers Pſalms is Maſ- 
chil, i.e. A Pſalm giving Inſtruction. 

Now ſinging Praiſes is very 
profitable for the improving of 
our Underſtanding and Knowledę 
of the Truth. Many a Beam of 
Divine Light darts into the Mind, 
and ſhines clear and ſtrong. The 
Experiences of other holy Souls 
inſtruct us in the Knowledg of 
Dr own. And ſo of all the ways 
ot Improvement by the Divine 
Word, as Reading, Hrarins, Cc. 

E. this 
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Ser. III. this is none of the leaſt coni. 

WY VV derable, both as to the - clearer 
Knowledg of the Divine Wil, and 
the better Acquaintance with ou 

Eph. V. 19. ſelves. Speaking to your ſelves in 
Pſalms, &c. communing with one 
another about them: And, Teach- i | 

Col. III. 16 % and ad moniſbing one another in f 
Pſalms and Hymns Where Teaching Ft , 
may refer to Matters of Faith and I , 
Doctrine, and Admoniſhing to Rules 
of Life and Duty. And ſo we 
may conſiderably grow in the 
Knowledg of the Truth, and a- 
baund with practical Directions for 
the Government of Life. And 
whatſcever is the Subject of the 
Pſalm we ſing, may be proftably 
improv'd by wiſe Accommodation 
to our ſelves, or at leaſt by pro- 
per Meditations upon it. 

Again, Tis an Affecting Exer- 
ciſe, peculiarly fitted with ſpecial 
Advantage to raiſe holy Afﬀections 
of Soul, and enliven every Grace. 
The Thoughts have more leiſure 
to work, and are more intenſely 
fix d, while the Sound is dilated 
and drawn out to ſo great a length, 


and the Mind empioy'd with 1B... 
much 
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much Solemnity. And the ſame Ser. II. 
thing will more powerfully move, 


and more ſenſibly affect, when *tis 
devoutly ſung, than when *tis ever 
ſo carefully read. Thus Singin 

will affe& the Soul with an inwar 

Grief and the deepeſt Sorrow in 
Penitential Pfalms, and with the 
warmeſt Love and Joy in Pſalms 
of Praiſe. It wilt raiſe and di- 
late the Mind, and give the beſt 


advantage to the ſtrongeſt Wor- 


kings of Affection. Thus the 


a- Hearts of holy Men have been 
orſometimes quicken'd and drawn 
d forth in Raptures of Love and 
he ¶ Extaſys of Delight. They have 
been, as it were, fluttering upon 
NB the Wing, and ready to rife, and 
0- EF mount, and fly away. St. Auſt in 

relates of himſelf at his firſt Con- 
I. verſion; O how much have I wept, confeſſ. 
a5 exceedingly moved and affected, lib. 9. c. 5. | 
r the Hymns and Songs and harmo- | 
e. Nvious Voices of the Church! Thoſe | 
Voices piercd my Fars; thy Truth 
cl] enter d my Soul, devour Afﬀettions 
ea were rais'd, Tears flom'd, &c. To 
A this purpoſe the Teſtimony and Ex- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


perience of the famous Beta is very; 
E - + Ye», 
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Ser. III. remarkable, That when he came 
WEN, into the Aſſembly, while they 
Pal. xc. were ſinging the Praiſes of God, 
be found himſelf ſuddenly inſpir'd 
with a divine Warmth, and 
ſtrangely affected with Love and 
Joy; ſo that the Aſſembly ſeem'd 
to him as the Gate of Heaven, or 
an Entrance into Glory. | 
Again; *tis an Entertaining and 
Pfal. . Work: *Ti good to ſing 
CXLVII1 Praiſe, for it is pleaſant. *Tis a 
religious Entertainment, a divine 
Repaſt to an holy Soul, by which 
it gives vent to its inward Reſent- 
ments, and takes in an agreeable 
Pleaſure. *Tis a ſweet Solace and 
Delight in Circumſtances of Proſ- 
perity and Eaſe, to ſing the Prai- 
ſes of God; and 'tis moſt peculi- 
arly ſutable and proper at ſuch a 
Jam.V.rz, time F any be merry, let him ſing 
Eccl. VII. Pſalms. In the time of Proſperity 
I 4. rejoice. 
This will take off the Mind 
pm low Delights and carnal 
Mirth, that are apt to divert and 
defile ; and take it up in the moſt 
proper Exerciſe, and be at the 
ſame time a noble Employment 
* and 
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and Entertainment too. Twill Ser. III. 
enliven our Spirits, and refine our, 
Joys; *twill yield a Refreſhment 
to the Mind, tir'd with other holy 
Exerciſes, and amidſt all the other 
Delights of Life be conſtant Me- 
lody and Muſick to the Soul: They AA. II. A 
continu d daily with one accord in 
the Temple, and breaking Bread from 


Houſe to Houſe, did eat their eat 

> W with Gladneſs and Singleneſs of Heart, 

* Wl praiſing the Lord. And "tis faid of 
the Diſciples, at the Aſcenſion of 

1 our Lord, They worſhip'd him, and ful 

G return'd to Jeruſalem with great Foy, XXIV. 3· 


4 and were continually in the Temple 
c Heſing and praiſing God. 
" | Laſtly, "Tis very comforting and 


4 ſupporting: *Tis the great Re- 
- | freſhment of an afflicted State, as 


well as the Entertainment of a 
" more proſperous one: Tis a f 
nighty Relief to a Spirit oppreſs'd £ 
4 with Cares and Griefs; it exhila- 
| [ores and revives a drooping and 
* languiſhing Soul, and raiſes and 
enlarges the Heart when *tis ſunk 
down and contracted within it 
ſelf, and has ſometimes yielded 
Conſolation and Support under 
E 3 the 
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AA) 
Act. XVI. 


25s 


Pf. CXIX, 
74. 


Piin.Epiſt, 
97. 
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the cloſeſt Confinement and the ſe- 
vereſt Sufferings. Thus Paul and 
Silas in a cloſe Priſon, faſtned in 
the Stocks, in the Darkneſs of the 
Night, reliev'd their Spirits, and 
delighted their Souls by ſinging 
the Praiſes of God. And the ho- 
ly Pſalmiſt tells us his Experience, 
Thy Statutes have been my Songs in 
the Houſe of my Pilgrimage. They 
have fur niſh'd me with matter of 
Praiſe in my Wilderneſs State, 
and in my Wandrings thro this 
World, and have refreſh'd 'my 
Soul in all the weariſom Stages and 
Fatigues of Life. 
To this purpoſe the primitive 
Chriſtians, under the third Per- 
ſecution by Trajan, met together 
very early on 4 fared day, to ſing 
an Hymn to Chriſt their God, as 15 
related by Pliny, an Heathen Wri- 
ter, in his Account to the Empe- 
ror. And that Paſſage of the re- 
nown'd and heroick Luther is wor- 
thy Obſervation, who was wont 
to tell Melantthon (a very wiſe and 
learned, but a more timorous and 
fearful Man) under the great Diſ- 


couragements and dark ra 
0 
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of things at the beginning of the Ser. III. 
Reformation: Come, ſays he, let (WV 


15 ſing the 46th Pſalm, and let Earth 
and Hell do its worſt. 

[ ſhall only further obſerve, with 
rclation to each of theſe Advan- 
tages of Singing, that they extend 
to others as well as to our ſelves. 
WE are to ſpeak to our ſelves, or to 
one another, in Pſalms; and to teach 
and admoniſh ene another, tus, the 
ſame word as before. Tis mu- 
tually beneficial, and of extenſive 
Uſe. All concur together in this 
holy Exerciſe, and each one ex- 
cites and aſſiſts the other. Every 
other Perſon, that ſings the Praiſes 
of God, helps to excite the Af- 
fection, and raiſe the Devotion of 
my Soul; and my Singing helps to 
raiſe and excite another's. The 
Breath of Praiſe mutually fans one 
another's Souls, kindles a divine 
Heat, and blows it up into a 
Flame; and fo every one contri- 
butes ſomething to another's Good, 
and receives ſome help from every 
other, 


E 4. II. 1 
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Ser. III. 
CL TYNY 


II. I ſhall conſider it more la- 
tively, and in compariſon with o- 
ther Dutys. This will not be any 
odious Compariſon or invidious 
Preference, like thoſe among Men, 
to fink the Character and darken 
the Reputation of one, to raiſe and 
brighten another. *Tis uſual, in 
the Scriptures, to make Compari- 
ſons of Graces and Dutys as well 
as Sins, and to give the Prefe- 
rence of one to another; and *tis 
a proper meaſure, by which to 
take the value of things, to com- 
pare them with others of the ſame 
kind, and ſhew wherein they ex- 
cel. Thus our Lord ſpeaks of the 
at. xxll Frſt and Great Command, that 
; which is chief and principal in 
Value as well as in Order; and fo 
ut. V. 19. we read of the Leaſt Command. 

And the Apoſtle makes a compa- 
riſon among the principal Graces, 
and gives the juſt Preference of 

Cor. one to the reſt: Nom remaineth 
XIII. 13. Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three, 

but the greateſt of theſe is Charity; 
i. e. it excels the other two. And 
Cor. XII. he ſpeaks of covering rhe beft Gifts, 


31. and 


58. 
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and of ſhewing a more excellent way. Ser. III. 
There 1s a real Difference in the 


Degrees of their Excellence, as 
there is in their Natures and Kinds. 

But then this muſt be underſtood 
to be in ſome certain Reſpects only, 
not in every Reſpe&: for every 
Grace and Duty has its proper Ex- 
cellence as well as its proper 
place, and ſo every one exceeds a- 
nother in ſome certain Reſpects 
and to ſome ſpecial Purpoſes; fo 


that this is deſign'd only to give 


the true value, and aſſign the pro- 


per place of one, not to prejudice 


or diſparage any. 
To bring this down to the pre- 


{ent Caſe : There are other Dutys 


of Religion that, for inſtance, arc 
more abſolutely neceſlary in our 
preſent State, and all things conſi- 
der'd, than ſinging the Praiſes of 


God; ſuch as Repentance towards 


God, and Faith in the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt: Theſe are indiſpenſably 


neceſſary by the Goſpel-Covenant, 
aud ſuch as we can't be ſav'd 


without; and in this Reſpect they 


excced all others. But then this 
Duty is preterable in forme Re- 
E 5 {pects, 
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Ser. III. ſpects, and has Characters of Ex- 
WY VV cellence peculiar to it ſelf. As 


LS 

A 

> 
- 


: 


now, for inſtance, to repreſent i 


this matter a little diſtinctly. 


§. 1. In the reſpect it bears to 


its Object, it has a direct reſpect to 
God, and ſo has every other part i 
of Worſhip; but it reſpects him 


under a higher Conſideration, and 


in nobler Inſtances. He is to be 
conſider'd as the proper Object of 
Praiſe; . e. with reſpe& to the 
moſt glorious Perfections of his | 
Nature, and the moſt excellent 
Diſplays of himſelf - other Dutys 
and Graces reſpect him in lower 
Inſtances, and in a more confin'd Þ 
Senſe. So Prayer reſpects his All- 
ſuſficiency, that he can ſupply all 
my Wants; Repentance, his Mer- 
- cy, that he is inclin'd to forgive; 
Faith, his Power and Word, that 
he is able and diſpos'd to deliver 
Pr? 


and ſave, &c. 


But Praiſe reſpects God, as he 


is in himſelf, in all the ſhining 
Perfections of his Nature, and in 
all his wonderful Works; in eve- 


ry Appearance of Love and Power, 


of Mercy and Judgment to the 
World, 


wm of on + © owe mw, am. cu 


bs. 
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World. We conſider him as the Ser. III. 
moſt glorious and lovely Being, 
the moſt adorable Object, and 
worthy the higheſt Veneration. In 
a word, 'tis God inhis higheſt Glo- 
ry, and under the beſt Conſidera- 
tions of him, that is the pro- 
per Objc@ of Praiſe. 

Thus you ſhall find he is always 
ſpoken of inthe preſent Cafe : Ve Pſ. LXv1. 
frag forth the Flonour of his Name; 
. e. the Perfections of his Nature 
by which he makes himſelf known, 
and is diſtinguiſh'd from every o- 
ther Being, We ſing Praiſe to 
him according to his excellent Great- Pſ. CL, 2. 
| neſs. Sing Praiſes to our King, fag Pl. XxLVII. 
Praiſes, 2 God is the King of al sz. 
the Earth. Sing to God, ſing Praiſe, pry 
| extc! him that rideth upon the Hea- LXVIII.g. 
vens by his name jah, and rejoice be- 
| fore him. And ſo of his great Ap- 
pearances in the World: We ſing 
of all his marvellous Works, and pfal.Ix. 1. 
| praiſe him according to his mighty pf. cx, 2. 
Acts. We ſrew forth bis Salvation, pg xcvl. 
declare his Glory among the Heas 1, 2. 
| thens, his Wonders among the Peo- 
fle: Heu great, and greatly to be 
fear d, above all Gods. s 

2. 
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$. 2. With reſpect to the proper 


subjects, who are fit and quality'd 


Pſal. C. 


Pſal. 
XXX III. 
I, 


to perform it, I don't deny but 
a wicked Man may ſing the Prai- 
ſes of God, and may receive In- 
ſtruction and Admonition by what 
he ſings; ſo all Men are call'd up- 
on to ſing to God their Maker. 
But *tis the more proper Duty of 
the Upright, and ſuch only can 
reach the full or the principal Ends 
of it : Rejoice inthe Lord, ye Righ- 
teous, for Praiſe is comely for the Vp- 
right. 

There are ſome Dutys of Reli- 
gion that are more proper to wic- 
ked Men, and eſpecially deſign'd 
for their good, ſuch as the worſt 
of Men ought to perform, and 
may hope to find Benefit by : as 
Prayer, for pardoning Mercy and 
renewing Grace; hearing the 
Word, for the Conviction of Con- 
ſcience, and Inſtruction in the 
Truth; Repentance for Sin, Cc. 
But now ſinging the Praiſes of the 
Lord, in its moſt direct and natural 
Signification and Uſe, ſuppoſes 
Converſion, and is the more pro- 


per Exerciſe of a regenerate Soul. 
They 
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| They are only fit to fing the Prai- Ser. III. 
| ſes of God, whoſe Souls are ſet WW 
| right, and can make melody in 


their Hearts to the Lord; where- 
45 the Praiſes of wicked Men, in 


the moſt artful Tunes, and with 
the ſweeteſt Voice, is but jar- 
ring Diſcord, and a grating Noiſe 
in the Bars of God; like a fine 
| Leſſon play'd upon an Inſtrument 


unſtrung and out of Tune. 
Beſides, that *tis the proper Du- 


ty of the beſt Circumſtances, and 
| the beſt Frames of Mind. Every 
| Duty has its ſpecial feaſon, and is 


more ſutable and proper at one 
time than another : So we humble 
our ſelves under the mighty hand 
of God; we cry to the Lord in 
Diſtreſs, &c. but now we are eſ⸗ 
pecially to ſing the Praiſes of God 
in the moſt flouriſhing and proſ- 
perous Condition of Life, and the 


moſt exalted Frame of Mind: 7fjam.y.zz, 


any be merry, let him ſing Pſalms. 


In the time of Profperity rejoice. Eccl. VII. 


'Tis then peculiarly ſutable when a“ 
\an flows with Abundance, and 
lives at Eaſe; when he has. the 
bigheſt Reliſhes of the Divine Fa- 

| vour, 
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Ser. III. vour, and his Heart is warm'd 
WY WV with Divine Love, and full of ſweet 


Experience. 

FS. 3. With reſpect to the Nind of 
the Exerciſe it ſelf. The Divine 
Authority enſtamps a value upon 
every Duty, and challenges a diſ- 
tinct regard; but finging the 
Praiſes of God is the nobleſt part 
of Worſhip, as *tis the moſt un- 
ſelfſþ and diſintereſted Exerciſe of 
the Soul: It has not only the di- 
recteſt reſpe& to God, and that in 
the higheſt and moſt excellent 
Conſideration of him; but it in- 


tirely reſpects him, and is wholly 


taken up in the Contemplation and 
Regard of him. *Tis an Expreſ- 
ſion of pure Gratitude and Love, 
the moſt generous Service we per- 
form to God, and carrys in it the 
livelieſt Signatures of a Divine and 
God-like Temper of Mind. 

In other Dutys there is a Mix- 
ture of Self and Intereſt: Some 
Neceſſity urges, ſome Advantage 
is propos'd by it. We expect 
ſomething fromGod in other Ser- 
vices of Worſhip, in this we offer 


ſomething to him. We make a 
Tender 
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render of our Praiſe, and ſeek 
only his Acceptance: In other 
things we propoſe our own good, 
in this the Glory of God; and of 
every other Duty this has the moſt 
intire regard to him. 

In a word; to offer Praiſe to 
God is the moſt divine and per- 
fect Action of the Soul, and moſt 
eminently glorißes him. 

§. 4. With reſpe& to the Place 
where 'tis perform'd. Heaven is 
n Region of Purity and Glory, 
it i the Seat of Perfection and Bleſ- 
- WF ſedneſs : In that State much of our 
ly preſent Work will wholly ceaſe, 
and all will receive a conſiderable 
1 Change. There are many of the 
© Dutys of Religion, and of the 
T- Wfrſt Rank and Order, that ſeem 
he calculated to our preſent State, 
nd ¶ and have no other uſe but in this 
World. Whatfoever ſuppoſes our 
X- Apoſtacy from God, or reſpects 
ne Four Imperfection and Guilt, will 
ige Wceaſe to be our Duty, when we 
<Q come to Heaven and are perfectly 
er- Frecover'd ; whatſoever had a Ten- 
fer dency to our Recovery, and 1s not 
* © Fcomprehended under the Duty of 
der Praiſe. 


* 
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Ser. III. Praiſe. We ſhall reſt from the 
WY WV Labour of preſent Service, and 
be deliver'd from every Weakneſ, it « 

and Defect. Thus Prayer wil Wt 

ceaſe when every Want will be WW © 
perfectly ſupply'd, and every De- 

lire fully ſatisfy d. We ſhall not Nd 

need to attend upon Goſpel-Ordi- II. 

nances, the Inſtruments and Ve- W r: 

hicles of the Divine Preſence and WW a! 

Grace in the preſent diſtant and ta 
imperfe& State, where we know vi 

ar part, and ſee thro a Glaſs dark- Nof 

ly ;. for we ſhall then ſee him as he IF 

1, and that which is perfect wil Nas 

be come. Repentance will ceaſe, {W1at 

and all Tears be wip'd away; for rat 

there will be no more Sin nor Sor- Wwe 

row for ever. Faith will vaniſh Was 

at the Preſence of its Object, and Wii; 

we ſhall walk by Sight, and not ty Non 

Faith. Hope will be ſwallow'd up Nei 

Rom. VIII. in Fruition: for Hope that is ſeen Nit: 
24. i5 not Hope; for what a Mun ſeeth, Ittu 
why doth he yet hope for it ? There Ine. 

will be a mighty Alteration in the | 

whole Frame of our preſent Duty. Ii 

But now Singing the Praiſes of 

God is the Work of Heaven: 
»Twill remove with us out of this 
Worle, 
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World, and find Admittance in Ser. III. 
Glory: Yea Heaven is the proper SW 


Seat of Praiſe, as *tis of Perfec- 
tion. The more perfect knowledg 
of the Glory of God, and fuller 
Enjoyment of his Love, that ren- 
der other Means and Dutys need- 
leſs, and determine their Uſe, 
raiſe this to a higher Perfection, 
and give it the greater Advan- 
tage. The clearer Views of Di- 
vine Glory, and the livelier ſenſe 
of Divine Love, will make our 
Praiſe the more in ſeaſon as well 
as the more compleat. *Twill in- 
large the Subject of our Song, and 
raiſe and exalt our Minds; and 
we ſhall ſee greater reaſon, as well 
as be better capable of ſinging 
Hymas of Praiſe. So that 'tis not 
only very agreeable to the Hea- 
renly State, but moſt proper to 
it: and perhaps we can form no 
truer Conception of the Work of 
Heaven than this. 

For this reaſon very probably 


the Apoſtle prefers Love to Faith 1 cor. 
and Hope, as it has a nearer Alli- XIII. ult. 
ace and Relation to the future 


World, aud 1s not limited and 
confin'd 


90 


The Ex CELLENCE of 


Ser. III. confin'd to this. *Tis moſt proper 
LS WV to the Heavenly State, and wil 


Pf, LXIX. 


35 4. 


CXLVIII. 


Pſal. 


Job 


riſe to its higheſt Perfection and 


Glory, when Faith and Hope (at 
leaſt in their preſent Meaſures and 
Kinds) will ceaſe of themſelvex 
and be wholly laid aſide. Here- 
upon, 

§. 5. With reſpe& to the Par. 
ners and Companions of our Praiſe, 
our Aſſociates in this bleſſed Work, 
Praiſe is ſometimes ſpoken of a 
the Duty of univerſal Nature, and 
every Creature is call'd upon t9 
perform it; the Heavens and 
Earth, the Sun, and Moon, and 
Stars, the Dragons and Deep, Fin 
and Hail, Mountains and Hill, 
Beaſts and Cattel. 

But ' tis the proper Work of the 
Angels of God, the firſt Rank d 
created Beings, and of the m0. 
bleſt Powers of Nature; the At- 
tendants on his Throne, and Fw 
vourites of his Court, that per 
fectly do his Will, and are th 
Patterns of our Obedience. Th 


XXX VI Aorning-Stars ſung together, and d 


7. 


the Sons of God ſhouted for Toy: 
i. e. the Angels of God, the elde 
Offspriny 
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per offspring of his Power, and the 
vin brighteſt Images of his Glory. So 
ind the multitude of the heavenly Hoſt 
(at ¶ brought the welcome Tidings of a 
za Redeemer to the World, in an 
res, Hymn of Praiſe: They ſung Praiſe 
re- to God, ſaying, Glory to Cod in the 
Higheſt, &c. and indeed that was 
17. the greateſt occaſion, and the no- 
iſe, I bleſt Theme for an Angel's Song. 
rk. Yea, this is repreſented as the 
* conſtant Imployment of all the 
and Bleſſed above. The four * Beaſts 
to hed fox Wings, and full of Eyes 
and vithin, and reſt not Day and Night, 
and ing, Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 
Fin God Almighty, which was, and 16, 
i end is to come. The twenty four El- 
ders fell down before him that ſitteth 
won the Throne, and morſhip him 
that liveth for ever and ever, and 
caſt their Crowns before the Throne, 
Hing, Thou'rt worthy to receive 
| Glory, Honour, Power, for thou haſt 
made all things, &c. The glori- 
yd Saints, and Spirits of the per- 
fected Juſt, that are refin'd from 
all Allays of Fleſh, and advanc'd 
Ito the brighteſt Glory, they join 
cla with the ſacred Quire, and 4 
10! their 
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Luk. II. 1 go 


Co, live 


ing things. 


Rev. IV. 8, 
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Ser. III. their part in the Anthems of the 
GN Y Bleſled : They ſtrike up their Voi. 


ces, and mingle Praiſes with the Se. 
raphim above. The Praiſes and 
Triumphs of God, and of the 


Redeemer, are handed about from 


Rev. XV, 
I 4, 


Throne to Throne; and the whole 
heavenly Region rings aloud with 
Acclamations of Joy. They ſun 
the Song of Moles, the Servant «f 
the Lord, and the Song of the Lam, 
ſaying, Great and marvellous are thy 
Works, Lord God Almighty , juſt 
and true are thy Ways, thou King of 
Saints. *Tis the Voice of all the 


Rev. XIX. Heavenly Hoſt: I heard a great 


12. 


Voice of much People in Heaven, ſay- 
ing, Hallelujah, Salvation, and Gli 
ry, and Honour, and Power unt 
the Lord our God; for true and 
righteous are his Judgments, for he 
bath judg'd the great Whore, &c. 
And tho theſe Expreſſions ſhould 
be thought to have a more direct 
and immediate Reference to the 
glorious and triumphant State of 
the Church in this World, and to 
be a prophetick Deſcription of its 
heſt and happieſt Circumſtance on 
Earth; it will equally ſerve the 
preſent 
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preſent purpoſe, and | ſuppoſeSer. III. 


ought not to exclude a final and ul- 
imate Reference to its perfect and 
zlority'd State above. 

Particularly, the Sight of the 
Lamb of God in the midſt of the 
Throne, with the Marks of his 
Sufferiags and Glory about him, 
will be raviſhing and tranſporting 
to a glorify'd Soul: *T will inſpire 


his Heart with Flames of divine 


Love, and fill his Soul with Exta- 
ſys of heavenly Joy: *Twill fur- 


ind give the greateſt Enliven- 
ing and Elevation of Thought. 
Hence they are repreſented in 
heir higheſt Glory, array'd with 
Light, bearing Palms of Victory 
1 their Hands, and Crowns of 
lory upon their Heads, while 
hey ſing his Glory, and celebrate 
IS Praiſe: They ſung a new Song, 
ing, Thou art worthy to take the 
book, and open the Seals, for thou 
paſt ſlain and haſt redeem'd us unto 
oa by thy Blood, out of every Kin- 
red and Tongue, and People and 
atgn, and made us to our God 
ings and Prieſts, And, Worthy t 


the 


niſh out the nobleſt Song of Praiſe, 


Rev. V. $3 


— — 
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Ser. III. the Lamb that was ſlain, to receiv. 
Tower and Riches, and Wiſdom, and 
* * "Strength, and Honour, and Glory ani if 
Rev. VII. Bleſſing. So we read of a great 
9,10, II. Multitude, which no Man could num. 
ber, ſtood before the Throne and be- 
fore the Lamb, cloth'd with whit: 
Robes and Palms in their Hands 
that cry d with a loud Voice, Salva 
tion, &c. and all the Angels ſtodd 
round about the Throne, and the E. 

ders, and the four Beaſts. 

In ſhort, *tis the proper Im: 
ploymeat of the beſt of Creatures, 
of the whole Society of the Bleſ- 

' Heb. XII. ſed, the general Aſſembly and 
23. Tayj- Church of the Firſtborn. And 
ufs. methinks there is not a more lively 

Emblem, or affecting Repreſenta- 
tion of Heaven on Earth, than an 
Aſſembly of worſhipping Chril- 
tians, ſinging the Praiſes of God 
This is juft as they do in Heaven; 
ſo are the Angels imploy'd above; 
not in Prayer to God, and mourn) 
ing for Sin, but in Exerciſes of 
Love, and Songs of Praiſe : 8 
the Poet, | 


” : 
wick Joys 


the Duty of SINGING: 


For all we know 
Of what the. Bleſſed do Above, 
I; that they Sing, and that they 


Love. 


— _—— — 


F. 6. With reſpe& to its Dura- 
ion and Continuance. Other Du- 
tys ceaſe, as the Reaſon of them 
ccaſes 3 but ſinging Praiſe' will laſt 
for ever, and be the Work of a 
whole Eternity. *Tis the perpe- 
tual Exerciſe of the Bleſſed, as 
the Reaſon and Ground of it is 
perpetual 3 and after the Revolu- 
tion of numberleſs Ages, will ne- 
ver decay or grow out of Date. 
There will be conſtant and grow- 
ing occaſion of Praiſe to all E- 
ternity. The Subject of their 
song will never be exhauſted, and 
never fail; but the clearer and 


Wiuller Diſplays of Divine Perfec- 
Jon will open new Scenes of Glo- 
Jin, and furniſh freſh variety of 


Natter for eternal Praiſe. 

And their Souls will never be 
unſtrung and out of tune; there 
will be nothing to diſturb their 


Joys, or interrupt the Harmony 


OT 


Ser. III. 
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Ser. III. of their Praiſe. They ſhall never 
bang their Harps upon the Wil 


Pf. CIV, 
33 


lows, or ſit diſconſolate more: 


They will wind up the Strings of þ 
their ſacred Lyre, and raiſe their 
Notes to the higheſt Pitch of Praiſe: 


They will ſing the Songs of Sion, 
and the nem Song, with freſh Vigour 
of Mind, and with perpetual 
Youth: Iwill ſing unto the Lord 4 
long as live, I will ſing Praiſe 1 
my God while I have any Being. 


I ſhall cloſe the whole with two 


practical Reflections, that will fit- 


ly reſpect the two parts of thi 

Diſcourſe. , | 
1. How infinitely excellent mul 
God be that is the Object of all 
our Praiſe, to whom all our Praiſe 
is directed, and who is the ſub⸗ 
ject Matter of them all! Every 
Pſalm of Praiſe is an Hymn to 
God, and Diſplay of ſome or c- 
ther of his Perfections. The Di- 
vine Glory gives the trueſt Beau- 
ty, and the brighteſt Luſtre to e. 
very Song of Praiſe. A naked 
Relation of Divine Perfection, 
without the Aids of EJoquenc 
alc 
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and Art, will make a more illuſ- Ser. III. 
trious Deſcription than the fineſt . 


Alluſions, and the moſt exquiſite 
Fictions of human Fancy and Wit. 
t receives a Nobleneſs and Dig- 
nity from its Subject; and abſtract 
it from God, and it preſently lo- 
ſes its Perfection and Glory. 

Yea, the Divine Glory riſes a- 
bove the loftieſt Praiſe; and we 
fall vaſtly ſnort of his juſt Praiſe 
when we ſoar higheſt in our Ac- 
knowledgments, and are moſt cy- 
larg d. The Heathen Pocts a- 
dorn'd the Praiſes of their Deitys 
and Heroes with all the Figures of 
Speech, and Fiction of the Mind, 
and ſometimes with the borrow'd 
Glorys of the true God; but the 
divine Being far exceeds in great 
Reality the higheſt Flights and 
boldeſt Figures of even Poeticł 
Licence. and Rage. There are vaſt 
Reaches of unknown Perfection be- 
yond the Diſcovery of an Eye of 
Senſe, or Comprehenſion of a fi- 
nite Mind, above all the Songs and 
Triumphs of Angels and Men. 

And how infinitcly excellent a 
being muſt he needs be, who is the 

> 30 Sub- 
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Ser. III. Subject of our Songs, and the 
WW WVGlory. of them too; who furni— 
ſhes Matter of perpetual Praiſe to 
all the Saints: below, and all the 
Bleſſed above, to the Hallelujaht of 
Heaven, and Hoſannahs of Earth; 
whoſe Perfection inſpires the 
Matter of our Song, and the de- 
vouteſt Affections of Soul; that 
gives the greateſt Glory to every 
one, and far exceeds them all! 
Contemplate the Divine Being as tn 
the Object of our Praiſe; adore; 
the Divine Glory that is ſo illuſ- tet 
triouſly great, that reaches wider or 
than the Earth, riſes higher tha. 
the Heavens, and ſhines with 20% 
—_— and perpetual Bright-W - 
neſs. | 
2. With what Frames of Soul <7 
ſhould we perform this excellent 
Duty! If the Duty it ſelf be ſo... 
noble and high, the Frame oF. 
our Spirits ſhould not be low and 
mean: If in ſo many reſpects i, 
exceed other Dutys of Religion 
how ſpiritual and rais'd ſnoul 
be the Temper of our Minds ? 
Keep a Guard upon the Sey/: 
as well as the Thoughts in lingo 
[ 


— 


the Daty of SINGING. 


he ¶ the Praiſes of God, that the Heart ger. III. 
- ben't diverted by ſenſible Pleaſure, 
ior too cloſe Attendance to the 
the Rules of Art, the Harmony and 
or proportion of Numbers, or the 
h; Melody and Sweetneſs of Sounds. 
the ¶ Let the Soul be rais'd and ſutably 
de. mov'd; let the Heart and Voice 
nat bin together, and the Affections 


er! keep pace with the Tongue. 


f the Heart be abſent or out of 


® Ftane, *twill ſpoil the Muſick of the 
ole I ſveeteſt Song, and render the ſof- 
lub, teſt Voice, like tinbling Cymbal 
der or ſounding Braſs, inharmonious 
* * diſagreeable in the Ears of 
Cod. 7 
Mt This will be the Work of Hea- 
enz Labour after an heavenly 
rame of Mind: *Fwill be the 
ork of a whole Eternity; let us 
begin the bleſſed Exerciſe now, 
nd inure our ſelves beforchand. 
et us ſo ſing the P/alms of David 
Were on Earth, that we may ſing 
ie Song of Moſes, the Servant ot 
he Lord, and the Song of the 
umb tor ever. Amen. | 
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OzJztcrions conſe 


45 d againſt the Duty 
of SINGING. 


SERMON Iv. 


vs AL. LXVIL 3, 4 


Let all the People praiſe thee, ( 
God, let 4 the People praif * 
thee: O let the Nations m; 


| l and ſing for Joy. Sa 


Am to anſwer the Objection 3, 
againſt Singing in the 2 | 
of God. This is the ou, 
thing that can be thought unplez 
{ant in our whole Undertaking; 


and *twere pity to interrupt th 
Harmon 
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Harmony of our Diſcourſes with Ser. IV. 
the ungrateful Jarrings and Diſ- / WW 
— | cords of _ Controverſy (the moſt 
—unſutable thing in World to 
our preſent Subjet) did not the 
Difficultys and Scruples of ſome 
ſr People require it. | 
t That I may perform what is ex- 
/ pected from me, I ſhall but juſt 
mention the Argument ig my 
Text, and then reply to the moſt 
conſiderable Obj ections that are pro- 
duc'd againſt this Duty. 
; lu the Verſe foregoing the P/al- yer, 2. 
miſt prays for the Converſion of 
— the Gentiles, That God would 
make known his way upon Earth, his 
ſaving Health among all Nations; 
0 then follow the words of my Text, 
Let the People praiſe thee, O God, 
ait let all the People praiſe thee « inti- 
mating, that the knowledg of 
Salvation would be ſuch an infi- 
nite Mercy to the World, as not 
only to invite, but oblige all Man- 
in ind to publiſh and reſound the 
M praiſes of God. And that we may 
oulſſ not be at a loſs how this ought to 
de perform'd, he expreſſes himſelf 
oF more clearly in the following 
* words: 


102 
Ser. IV. words: O let the Nations be glad, 
and ſing for Joy; i. e. expreſs their 
Praiſes in joytul Songs and Tri-! 
umphs, as the word in the Ori- 


40. 


Cantare 
Prez læ- 
titia, 

Buxt. Opus the State of the Goſpel, but 2 
XXX An- Duty now to be perform'd by al 


norum. People; as being what was not 


Objections conſider d againſt 


ginal does plainly ſignify. S0 
that to praiſe God by Singing is a 
Practice not only very ſutable to 


only pray'd for, but foretold of 
_— time by the inſpir'd Pro- 
et. | 
F And is it not then ſtrange, that 
a Duty ſo reaſonable and becom- 
ing, ſo clear and expreſs, ſo no- 
ble and excellent, ſo pleaſant and 
uſeful, as appears from the fore- 
going Diſcourſes, ſhould meet with 
oppoſition from any? When it 
Te remain ſilent, or hold our Peace, 
it might be expected (if ſuch a 
thing were poſlible) that as our 


Luk. XIX. Lord himſelf ſpeaks, the Stones 


would immediately cry out. And 
had we ſuch a ſenſe of the adora- 
ble Majeſty and Perfections of 
God, and thoſe immenſe Benefits 
he hath beſtow'd upon us, as they 
deſerve, we ſhould find the Prac- 

tice 
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tice we are pleading for neceſſa- Ser. IV. 
ry, if it were only for the Relief VV 
f our Nature; nay ſometimes, for 


tion of Life it ſelf: for our Hearts 
might be ready to burit, and we 
might even die under our Joys, 
if ia {ome ſpecial Caſes we ſhould 
not be allow'd giving them vent 
in the loftieſt Strains, and loudeſt 
Shouts of Thankſgiving and Praiſc. 

But bleſſed be God, among thoſe 
who have formerly oppos'd this 
Practice of Singing, there are ma- 
ny now convinc'd of its being a 
Goſpel-Duty; and they who in 
this particular diſſent from us, 
are conſiderably leſſen'd in their 
Numbers. This is / owing to the 
ſucceſsful Induſtry of ſeveral of Mr. Mai- 
their worthy Miniſters, whom God ſters, Mr. 
hath rais'd up from among them- 2 
ſelves, who have ſtrenuoully aſſer- . Sten 
ted and vindicated this Practice, nett, Mr. 
and hereby had occaſion of giving piggott, 
proof not only of their Skill in, 7. Harri- 
Argument, but 1n the Arr too they = h. 
have defended, by thoſe excellent wy 
Compoſures wherewith One of Mr. Sten- 
them hath oblig'd the Chriſtian 2tt- 
Church. F 4 And 


104 Objettions conſiner'd againſt 
Ser. IV. And therefore what hath been 
LY perform'd of late years might 

have ſuperſeded any further At- 
tempt of this kind, were it not 
that in this Publication there is 
intended 4 more ample and complcat 
Treatiſe ef Pſalmody, than any we 
have feen extant z and tis fit that 
in this place we take notice of the 
Objections that are made againſt 
this Duty, in anſwering of which 
I ſhall offer ſome things that I do 
not find obſerv'd by thoſe that 
have gone before me. And that 
this Diſcourſe may not exceed 1n 
proportion thoſe of my Brethren, 
it muſt not he expected I reply to 
every ObjeQion, only to the moſt 
conſiderable; which if fairly an- 
ſwer'd, the others will fall of 
courſe; as when we lop off the 
main Boughs of a Tree, all the 
other little Branches and Twigs 
do fall along with them. I ſhall 
diſpoſe them into the following 
Order, and conſider, 


1. Thoſe Obje&ions that are le- 
vePd againſt the Duty of 


Singin 
II. Againſt 
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II. Againſt che Matrer to be Ser. IV. 


ſung. 

III. Againſt the Perſons to be 
imploy'd. And, 

IV. Againſt the Manner of the 
Performance. 


I. They that oppoſe the Duty, 
do aſlert, It is antiquated with the 
Ceremomal Law; that now it . 
needleſs under the Goſpel ;, that it 1 
without Preſcription, and that it s 
very unſut able to the preſent bewil- 
dred and afflicted State of the Church. 

F. 1. They repreſent this Prac- 
tice 4s antiquated, and object a- 
gainſt it as a part of the Ceremonial 
Worſhip under the Law, which is 
aboliſh'd; and they imagine we 
are now to praiſe God only by 
making ſecret melody in the Heart, 
without any artificial Tunes or 
Modulation of the Voice. - _ 

That which hath led them- into 
this Miſtake, is the wrong Opi- 
nion they have conceiv'd of this 
Duty, as being purely Ceremonial ; 
whereas among the Fews it was 
really of a mix: nature, viz. Part- 
ly Ceremonial, and partly | Moral. 

F 5 What 


n 


Objections conſider'd againſt 


Ser. IV. What was Ceremonial refer'd on. 
WV ly to the manner of Performance 


under the Levitical Prieſthood, 
which was in a very pompous man- 
ner, with a variety of muſical In- 
ſtruments, and Perſons, who as 
Officers or Maſters in Muſick, did 
direct and preſide in the manage- 
ment of it. This, I am of Opi- 
nion, did die and was bury'd with 
the Fewiſh Ceremonys; but the Prac- 
tice of Singing ſtill remains as a 
Part of natural Religion, and is of 
ſtanding and univerſal Obligation: 
This, if duly conſider'd, wou'd! 
hope remove the Difficultys a- 
bout this Duty. The uſe of mu- 
fical Inſtruments, &c. was only a 
ceremonial Appendage or external 
Solemnity, and of it ſelf no 74: 
tional part of ee but to 
ſing forth the Praiſes of God with 
our Lips is of a different nature, 
and falls under another Conſide- 
ration. And tho the Jewiſh man- 
ner of performing this Duty be 
now ceas'd, it does not follow 
that therefore there muſt be no 
Singing at all; or-that becauſe the 
Harp and Cymbal are laid alice, 

| Our 
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our Mouths muſt be ſeal'd up too. Ser. IV. 
None can be ignorant how ſtre- WW 
nuouſly the Apoſtle Paul does 

plead for the aboliſhing of the 

Jewiſh Ceremonys, and particu- 

larly in the ſecond Chapter of his 

Epiſtle to the Coloſſians; and yet 

in the very next Chapter he re- 
commends to them the Practice of 

(aging Pſalms, which certainly he 

would never have done were this 

to have been rank'd among the 
number of the former. His ex- 

horting them to do this with col. III. 
Grace in their Hearts, and to mate 16. 
melody in their Hearts to the Lord, Eph. v. 19. 
does no way forbid vocal Singing; 
any more than becauſe it was their 
Daty alſo fo pray with the Heart, 
they ought not to uſe their Voice 
in Prayer. It is evident this 
was ouly to direct them in Sing- 
ing, that while they were im- 
ploy'd in the outward Duty, they 
mould take care it be with a ſu- 
table Diſpoſition of Spirit, both 
being put together, Singing and 
maki, melody in the Heart. 

10 conclude, it ſhould miethinks 
tead to reconcile Perſons to this 
Practice. 


Objeffions confiler'd againſt 


Ser. IV. Practice, that we plead for no 
WYV more than what is neceſſary to the 
decent and lively diſcharge of a || 


Duty which is written with the 
Pen of Nature upon Mens Hearts; 
letting all other pompous Obſer- 
vances remain where our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles left them: and 
if Singing in the Worſhip of God 
be a part of natural Religion, it 
anſwers 

F. 2. The next Objection againſt 
it as a needleſs thing For what can 
be more neceſlary than that which 
our Reaſon dictates to be a piece 
of Homage, indiſpenſibly due 
from Creatures to their Maker 
and BenefaQor ? To ſay that prai- 
ſing of God by Singing is needleſs 
or ſuperfluous, becauſe it may be 
done as well by Prayer, is a miſtake; 
which may be evinc'd from the 
nature of the thing, as well as ex- 
perience. Beſides, we are not to 
take the Meaſures of our Duty 
from what we judg proper or 
needful, but from the Mi and 


* Eph. v. Command of Chriſt K. It would 
19, Col. be, I confeſs, an expeditious way 


to ſhrink Religion into a meagre 


Jam. V. 13. Skeleton, 
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o skeleton, a thin Shadow, if we Ser. IV. 
e vere oblig'd to do no more than 
a what our corrupt and ſelf-indul- 
e gent Nature ſhould think neceſſa- 
ry: Might we not then argue as 
r- @ ſtrongly againſt the Lord's Sup- 
per? Can you not think of his 
d dying Love when you pray or 
d hear the Word preach'd ? What 
it need of going to the Table? But 
as this is an Ordinance, own'd to 
ft be inſtituted on purpoſe for the 
an commemorating of Chriſt's Death 
ch and Sufferings; ſo why may not 
ce ſinging of Pſalms be a diſtin& 
ue Ordinance, appointed for the ce- 
er lebrating in an eſpecial manner the 
al- Praiſes of God? And can we be 
eſs ſo diſingenuous as to refuſe exal- 
h ting the Name of God in any way 
e; that is poſſible and lawful for us, 
he who in ſuch numberleſs ways hath 
x- been infinitely merciful and gra- 
to cious to us? 
ty F. 3. Tis objected that this is 
ora Practice without New Teſtament 
nd Preſcription; and would you have 
ald vs ſing without warrant from 
raſh Chriſt? To make good this Ob- 
preſl jection, they endeavour to enervate 
on, the 


1 
: 
| 
ö 
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Ser. IV. the force of thoſe Paſſages we pro- 
WWW duce from the New Teſtament 


Matth. 


XXVI. zo. 
Gros, Diſciples, they would make us be. 


725. 


Objections conſider d againſt 


for the eſtabliſhing our Practice. 
As to that which mentions our 
Saviour's 4 inging an Hymn with the 


Ie the original word imports 
no more than {imple ' giving of 
Thanks, without Singing; but all 
who underſtand CG rect, and will be 
impartial, muſt conteſs that the 
word does in its primary and e 
proper ſenſe ſignity inch a prailing n 
of God as is pertorm'd by Sing- n 
ing. To ci te Authoritys can be . 
of no uſe to the Vries; 4, and to "_ 
thoſe who are converſant in this pg 
Tongue it is notorious, belies, es 
the ſenſe of this word is io fully 61 


clear'd in * late Treaties, that Ml... 
„ il 
| ſhall eter Ou to them *. WUCle the 


you have . Jude ment oft Arſtin, H. 
Conftartie, Suda, Calin, . Beds Th 
and our Countrymen Ain worth, Th 
Leigh, and many more that miglt Nuit 
be added. But it may ſullice toY +5 


* 1g 


1 2 Evi 

* Singing of Palms vindicated from the 
Charge *f Novelty, printed by Mr. Parkhurſt. 
Mr: Allen, Ei and The Viraication of it, 
CONV 111CE 


\ 
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-1Mavince the unskilful Reader of Ser. IV. 
the ſenſe of the word Hymn (which 
shut an abbreviation ot the Greek 
word d , or Hynmos ) that lear- 
1rd Men, by common Conſent, 
have adopted it into the Eng liſn 
language to ſignify a grave Song 
ee Praiſe. To conclude, we have 
: Wreaſon to acquieſce in this ſenſe of 
be the word, inaſmuch as it is pe- 
de W nerally acknowledg'd our Saviour 
"a did actually ſeng after his laſt Sup- 
rer *, according to the cuſtom of 
8 the Jews, who in the Paſchal Night, 
de Hefter they had eaten the Lamb, 
to lid uſe to ſing ſome of David's 
hs Hpcums; which ſolemn Hymns 
* ot! call the great Hallel, and 
sich began at Pſa. CXIH. and 
aa tied with Pſa. CXVIIE. Hence 
£16 Ftverefore the word vayioarres muſt 
ne imply more than bare giving of 
<4 Thanks, viz. ſach a giving. of 
Thanks as hath Singing conjoin'd 
with it. 


o To thoſe Places in St. Paul's 
— Wpities which we alledg for this 
+ the — 
urſt * 0.7; . 1 
it, . e Lishefoot, Parrick, Jurieu, Whitby, 
n 


Duty, 
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ger. IV. Duty, they ſay the Apoſtle re. 
quires ſpeaking only, and teaching 
Col. III. and admon:ſhing one another. They 
can't deny they are further direc. 
ted to ſing, and to make melody: 
but they evade this, by telling us, 
it is confin'd wholly to the Heart; 
ſinging with Grace in your Hearts, I. 
* * and 3 melody * a 
your Hearts to the Lord : and that th 
theſe Expreſſions have no reſpet Wc 
at all to vocal Singing. This we Nou 
deny, and ſay, that thoſe who dif. Wit 
ſent from us muſt acknowleds de 
theſe Actions of ſpeaking, reaching la 
and admoniſhing, do undeniably im- WHe 
ply the uſe of the Voice. This be. 
ing granted, the Nature of the 
things, in which we are to uſe Wc 
our Voice, do ſufficiently deter- 
mine the manner of doing it, vis 
by Singing; the Duty requir'd be- 
ing ſuch as was to be perform'd in 
Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 
which all who are impartial and 
ingenuous muſt own were com- 
pos'd and form'd for Singing. But 
the Apoſtle ſays, Singing with 
Grace in your Hearts, and making 


melody in your Hearts : Tis 7. 
tech 
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not to exclude ſinging with the 
Voice, but only to caution us that 
ve reſt not in the external part of 
s, N the Duty. But how can we teach 
t; and admomiſh one another in Sing- 
* ing? reply, it would be no wrong 
in done to the Text, if we ſay that 
at the word tau], one another, may 
4 be readred [your ſelves] for fo 
we Mour Tranſlators have rendred the 
if. ame word, Eph.-V. 19. And in- 
dg Need while we are ſinging, we 
ing ave a ſpecial, Opportunity and 
m- Help to inſtruct and admoniſh own 
ve- Nn Souls; as that by dilating the 
Sound, and prolonging the Voice, 
here is more time given for the 


fung with more delightful Me- 
be- Mutation. But as I do not deny 
in the word may be and is tranſlated 
gu e anot her, ſo how our mutual In- 
ind truction and Edification is pro- 
m- Noted in the practice of Singing, 
But plainly and fully ſet forth al- 
pitheady by him who from this Text 
Un ath open'd the nature of the 
an-Puty. Thus 1 have with brevity 
ted, vindi- 


fring our Hearts upon that which 
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ted, and no doubt tis a great Du- Ser. IV. 
y to do ſo; but then this was WW 


— — — 


— — . 
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Ser. IV. vindicated the principal Places of 
WWW the New Teſtament, that are 
produc'd for this Duty of Sing. 
ing, from the Exceptions that are 
brought againſt them. There are 
fome other Scriptures which wil 
fall in onr way to be fpoken to in 
their proper Places. 

| 8. 4- The laſt Objection againſt 
| Singing, in the Worſhip of God is, 
| That it 1s wnſutable to the preſent 
| | bewildred and aſſticted State of the 

Church. Wc | 
There is ſo little in this, that 
there needs not much to be ſpo- 
ken to it: Beſides, I do not find 
it urg'd in the Writings of our 
modern Oppoſers, who ſeem to 
have dropt it, as being conſcious, 
1 ſuppoſe, of the Weakneſs of it. Wot 
The Church's Afflictions are ſo farſter 
from being an Objection, that I! 
think them rather an Argument 
for the performance of this Duty; 
and becauſe ſhe is in a bewildred 
State, | ſhe has the greater need of 
ſomething to recreate and retreſ| 
Prov. her, which might be like giv 
XXXI. 6. of Wine to him that is of a heavy"! 
Heart. And it is worthy our no- 

| £1CE, 
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tice, that many of the Pſalms are Ser. IV. 
wonderfully ſuted to the loweſt WW 


Condition and moſt afflicted State 
of the Church, plainly enough ſig- 
rifying the end, of their Compo- 
ſure, and when we ought to maze 
naſe of them. And we do not find 
the Fews, tho often brought into 
a very low and bewildred Condi- 
tion, did upon this account deſiſt 
from this part of religious Wor- 
ſhip. Weread indeed that when 
they were under the Babyloniſh 


Captivity, they hung their Harps pfalm 
wor the Willows 5 but the follow- CXXXvii. 


ing words give us reaſon to be-?- 


lieve this was upon a very ſingular 
occaſion, viz. when their Enemys 
ud inſult over them, and by way 
of Scarn did require them to en- 
tertain *em with ſome of their 


Muſick, and let 'em hear one of 


thoſe Songs which were wont to 
e ſung in the Temple: otherwiſe 
15 more than probable they did 
ow and then refreſh themſelves 
rich this Divine Muſick, and for 
his, when led into Captivity, 


ey carry'd their Harps along 


1th them from Jeruſalem, or pro- 
cur'd 
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Ser. IV. cur'd thoſe Inſtruments in Ba. 


Objettions conſider d againſi 


WV Vloz, tho now upon the inſulting 
and barbarous uſage of their Ene- | 
mys they laid them aſide &. Much 


* Jam. V. 
13. 3s con- 
fider'd al- 
ready in 
Serm. II. 


more might be ſaid in anſwer to 
this Objection, but I have ſpent too 
much time upon it already. 
come 


II. To the ſecond Claſs of Ob. 
jections, viz. ſuch as are level'd 
againſt the Matter of the Duty, 
Thoſe mention'd are againſt the 
Act of Singing; theſe againſt the 
Matter that is uſually ſung in our 
publick Aſſemblys, viz. the Pſalms 
of David, Aſaph and others. Here 
it is objected, That the Matter of 
them frequently does not ſute ou 
Caſe : That there are many Paſſage: 
we cannot ſing with Truth, nor „ 
thers with Charity; and further- 
more, to uſe theſe in the Worſhip of 


God is to introduce a Form, and t1 


ſtint and limit the Gifts of the Spirit 


Before I reply to theſe Objec- 
tions, I ſhall give you a brief Ac- 
count of our Opinion concerning 
the Matter to be ſung in public 
Worſhip. And, 

1. Tho 
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| 1. Tho we approve and ſhallSer. IV. 
' 8 preſently vindicate the Practice of FW 
„our Churches in ſinging David's 
Pſalms, yet we are not againſt o- 
ther Compoſures. However, 

2. What of this kind may be al- 
low'd to be ſung, we ſhould ad- 
viſe the Matter of them to be 
collected from the Holy Scriptures ; 
in turning of which into Aerre, 
a diligent regard ought to be had 
to the Text, and the Senſe at leaſt 
to be carefully retain'd: and it 
may not be amiſs that we here 
caution againſt too great a liberty 
to the flights of a Poerical Fancy, 
leſt by being too prefuſe, it de- 
tract from the Senſe and Beauty of 
the Scriptures, which always ap- 
pear beſt in their own naked Sim- 
MLCHHY- 
| ns We do not this out of any 
mean, irreverent and unbecomi 
Thoughts of David's Pſalms, or 
jec- that we would diſcard theſe from 
Jlaving their part in the Worſhip 
of God; but that adding others 
to them, we may ſtill have a fal- 
ler Ser of Plalms, and a more abun- 
Tho t variety of ſpiritual Songs to 

promote 
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Ser. IV. promote and further the celebra- 
I tingotGod'sPraiſes in the Chriſtian 


Church ; and theſe being for the 
Mitter of them collected from 
the Scriptures, there is no Addition 
made to the Word of God here. 
by, as many will be ready other. 
wiſe to object. 

Having thus given our Opinion 
about the Matter to be ſung, 
ſhall now conſider the Objections 
that are made againſt the uſe of 
David's Pſalms, and give you is 
a narrow Compaſs the Heads only 
of thoſe Replys which may be 
made unto them, referring the 
Reader to ſuch Authors as 1nlill 
more largely upon them. 

S. 1. Tis objected, That . 
Matter of theſe Pſalms does not corre- 
ſpond to the preſent Caſe and Occa- 
ſiens of God's People, as more Evan 
gelical Compoſures would do. 

To this we ſhall only ſay, if it 
be impartially conſider'd, we ſhall 
find a great many at leaſt of the 
Pſalms very well adapted to the 
Caſe and Circumſtances both ot 
the Church in general, and cach 
particular Member of it; and 2 

VIGCEG 


all 
che 


led 
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vided there be due care taken of a Ser. IV. 
0 


wiſe and prudent choice of the; 
Pſalm to be ſung (which is ordina- 


ily done in our Aſſemblys) I think 
it will very much abate the force of Scrip- 
of this Objection. And even#wre- 

where the Matter is not ſo ſurable Labs. 


to the preſent Caſe, yet it having 
been the Caſe of others, we may 
find Profit in our Medit ations upon 
it, by learning Inſtruction, and be- 
ing ad moniſh d and exhorted to our 
Duty from it; and this the Apo- 
ſtle repreſents as one main end of 
ſnging Pſalms, and Hymns, and 
ſpiritual Songs. 

F. 2. Tis objected there are ma- 
y Paſſages in David's Pſalms we 
cannot ſing with Truth, nor others 
with Charity. | 

What is hinted under the fore- 
going Objection might ſerve to 
anſwer ' this, viz. if we cannot 
expreſs them as our own Caſe, we 
may meet with Inſtruction, Convic- 
tion, Counſel and Comfort from 
them; and to ſing the Caſe of o- 
thers, with this view, is no more 
hing to God (as ſome pretend) 


than reading the ſame Paſſages with 
the 
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Ser. IV. the like view. As to thoſe which 
they ſay we cannot ſing with Cl,. 


as has been already ſuggeſted. 


rity, ſuch as are Imprecations and 
Curſes upon wicked Men; wheres 
the Goſpel teaches us to wiſh Eyi 
to no Man, but to deſire the Goo 
of All; I ſhall only fay, that we 
are not towiſh the Judgments and 
Curſes of God upon any as Ene 
mys to our private Perſons and 
Intereſts; however (tho the In- i 
precations in David's Pſalms were 


immediate Inſpirations, and perl t 


haps often Predif:ons that are noi t! 
to be drawn into Example) yet ti 
ſo far as it appears Men are pl 


cable Enemys to Chriſt and hi"! 


Kingdom, we may imprecate t. 
Judgments of God upon then 
But granting theſe Paſſages wer: 
unſutable to an Evangelical Spirit 
yet a good Improvement may | 
made of them in our Meditations 


8. 3. *Tis further objected, thi 
the uſe of Scripture-Pſalms w 
introduce a Form, and to ſing by 
prelimited and preſtinted Form is! 
lay a Reſtraint upon the Spirit of Gu, 


Th 
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1 This is no Reſtraint when the Ser. IV. 
baty cannot be othermiſe perform'd. THWW 
ro urge this Objection is to ſay, 
that either we muſt not ſing at all, 
or that what is ſung be as to the 
Matter of it immediately indited, 
or an extempore Effuſion : For if 
we muſt not ſing by a Scripture- 
Form, neither ought we to ſing by 


Ne- 
And 4 form of human Com oſure. | And 
mit the Matter to be ſung muſt be 


en immediately indited, then either 
there can be but one ſing at a 
time; or if every one be allow'd, 
then it muſt be by the other's pen- 
ning or reciting what is in his 
Mind, and ſo it becomes a Form 
the all the reſt. - There is no way 
dem ten of Singing left, but to ſup- 
wer poſe every Perſon to have the 
pitit Gift of immediate compoſing z 
u b but then ſhould theſe ſing all to- 
tion ether, what Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion may we imagine it muſt 

chill produce in the Church? For we 
> annot ſuppoſe (as not having any 
Inſtance of it) that every one 
ſhould have the fame Thoughts, 
Jerpreſs the fame Words and Num- 
bers too, and finghin the fame 
bh --" Tun 
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Ser. IV. Tune at the ſame time. From 
ybhence it follows, that either 
fl there muſt be no Singing at all | 
i in the Church; or if it be done to 
1 Edification, it muſt be by a Form, 
the Nature of the Duty being ſuch 
as to require it The Caſe of 
Singing is not the ſame with that 
of Prayer: for Prayer may be 

rform'd without a Form, there 
eing but one Perſon who is the 
mouth of all the reſt ; but Singing 
cannot, becauſe there every one is 
to uſe his own Mouth: And there- 
fore it is no ſtinting of the Spirit 
to do that by a Form, which can- 
not be otherwiſe done without 2 
Miracle. And thus I have an- 
{wer'd thoſe Objections that are 
level'd againſt the Matter of the 
Duty. We proceed, 


III. To thoſe that are produc'd 
againſt the Perſons to be employ'd i 
this Duty of Singing. If Singing 
in the Worſhip of God may be 
allow'd, ſome will tell us, That 
according to Primitive Practice but 

one Perſon ought to perform this Of- 


fice in the Church: Others are for 


excluding 
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Nl i excluding Women from the benefit of Ser. IV. 
ri Ordinance. But the laſt Ob- 
l WF iction, and which carrys the 
0 Wl greateſt plauſibleneſs with it, is 
1 Wl zoainſt promiſcuous Singing; that is, 
che concurrence of Good and Bad 
ot together in this Work: For wicked 
at ten, they think, cannot ſing God's 
Praiſes, and good People ought not to 
re 4s it in their Company, I ſhall re- 
be ply to what is objected under theſe 
a Particulars. 
§. 1. That one only as the Mouth 
ght to ſing, and the reſt to con- 
cur with their ſilent Conſent ;, as in 
mn prayer the Miniſter is the Mouth, 
and the reſt join with their ſecret 
a” Amen. The ground they have 
Wor this Objection muſt be Scrip- 
twre- Evidence, or Primitive Prace 
Ice, To begin with the latter, I 
e not find they have any thing 
from Primitive Practice (after the 
ceaſing of extraordinary Gifts) 
nat gives them the leaſt Counte- 
ance. A learned * Author tells“ Inquiry 
Ss, © That the Manner of the”? = . 
primitive Singing was ſuch 28 14 vorſhip 
| Tags 
the People bore a part in It f the Pris 


ind Origen gives us this account of mitive 
G 2 it, Church, 
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Ser. IV. it, That it was $pass x, ouugure;, 
“ in good Tune and Concert; i.. 
_ the People ſinging with their Voi. 
ces all together. Pliny the younger 
tells us, © That in his time Chriſ- 

<« tians us'd to meet together be. 

„ fore day, Carmen Chriſto dicere 

& ſecum invicem. Some quote f 

this Paſſage to prove Antiphonal . 
Singing, and tell“ you the words I , 

are to be thus rendred, © They I, 

e ſung an Hymn by courſe, or one ,; 

„ againſt another; tho doubtleſs MI , 

they are here more truly rendred, 

They ſung a Hymn one with ano. pf 

ther, or among themſelves: and an 

they who underſtand the Genius I ,. 

of the Latin Tongue will allow it. 
Introdust. And the learned Dr. Cave does FM 
co Lives of thus tranſlate that Paſlage. But - 
in. Fa- this is not the Matter here in 551 
Dl ef diſpute; be this how it will, it 1s 27 
— te moſt plain from hence, that theMF Git 
Worſhip. People bore a part in this Work of the 
Singing, and that it was not com. the 

mitted only to the performance ot Ha 

one Perſon. I ſhall ſay no more, In 

but recommend to thoſe who have fin 

an inclination to conſult further a. 4 « 


bout this Matter, the peruſal of a theſ 
The little 
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" little anonymous Treatiſe lately Ser. IV. 
„ publiſd, and entitled, Siaging of WWW 
Palms vindicated from the charge of 
| Wl Novelry. You ſee then there is 
no foundation for this Objection 
in Primitive Practice 

If there be any force in it, *tis 
from Scripture-Evidence, and the 
chief they produce is in thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle: How is it 1 Cor. 
then, Brethren ? when ye come tage- XIV. 25. 
ther, every one of you hath a Pſalm, 
bath a Doctrine, hath a Tongue, &c. 
i. e. as Beta obſerves, one hath a 
Plalm, another hath a DoSriue, 


"© another hatha Tongue; not that 
OY every one had all theſe. Nom, 
YN ys the Apoſtle, let all things be 
WY done unto edifying. He ſpeaks here 
ut of the extraor inary Gifts of the- 
"FSpirit: To one was given the 
he Gift of Tongues, to another the 
e Gift of Propheſying, to another 
OY the Gift of compoling Pſalms by 
pt the afflation of the Spirit, as Dr. 
fl Hammond obſerves upon the place; 
p now let all things be done unto edi- 


Hing. And how muſt this be? 
* why not that all ſhould exerciſe 
tt theſe Gifts at the ſame time, but 

1 one 
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Ser. IV. one after another, as you may ſce 
in the 31 Verſe; Te may all pro- 

pheſy, ſays the Apoſtle, one by one, 
that all may learn, and all may be 
comforted. He directs them to do 
it one by one, that is, one at a 
time; ſo he that had the Gift of 
pſalmody, he alone muſt ſing for 
that time. And it being an ex- 
traordinary Gift confin'd to that 
Perſon, it requir'd this extraordi- 
nary way of performing it, and 
cou'd not be otherwiſe. The In- 
terence which thoſe that diſſent 


from us draw from hence, is this, n 
That only one Perſon ought to fing in I t! 
the Church, and the reſt, as in Prayer, C 
re join with their ſecret Conſent. 0! 

The Anſwer which may be gi- I #/ 
ven to this is, I'think, very eaſy I ti 
and plain; for tho it be granted I in 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks here of the IF et 
extraordinary Gift of Pſalmody, I n: 
which ſome had in the times of the I tl 
Apoſtle (And this ſcems to be I} in 
one way of Propheſying, and a | be 
method which in thoſe times the 1A 
Holy Ghoſt did uſe to inſtruct J Pi 
and edify the People; and there- Þ nm 


fore when there were any, who 
were 
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give their attendance to it) yet 
we challenge any Perſons toprove 
that the Chriſtian Church had 0 
other way of ſinging Pſalms than 
this. We do aſſert the contrary, 
and that befides this extraordina- 
ry Gift, it was the Practice of the 
Church to fing all together, or with 
conſent of Voices. That this was 
their more ordinary and ſtated way 
of worſhipping God, there are 
Examples: already given of it by 
mm̃ ho hath undertaken to prove 
the Duty. Beſides, the Gentile 
church, in thus ſinging the Praiſes 
of God, does but fulfil the Pro- 
phecy in my Text, and many o- 
thers that are mention'd of her 
in the Old Teſtament. The ex- 
erciſe therefore of an extraordi- 
nary Gift, as it is no proof that 
the Church had no other way of ſing- 
ing the Praiſes of God; ſo that 
being now cen, d, is much leſs an 
Argument againſt our preſent 
Practice; nay is rather an Argu- 
ment to confirm it. 


G 4 Y. 2. 


127 
were thus directed to exetciſe Ser. IV. 
their Gift, the People ought to WW 


Ser. IV. | 
WWW againſt Womens Singing. 


Objections conſider d againſt 
8. 2. Another Objection is rais d 


As to this I do not find they 
have any thing to ſupport it from 
antient Practice For if we conſult 
Antiquity, we ſhall find Women 
were permitted to ſing in the 
Church as well as Men. Of Wo- 
men ſinging in the Primitive 
Church, we find Tertullian *, So- 
crates, Theodoret, and others make 
mention. That which our Op- 
poſers harp upon are thoſe Places 
of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. XIV. 34. 
and 1 Tim. II. 11. where he tt. 
joineth Silence to Women, and that 
they be not permitted to ſpeak or 
teach in the Churches. But to any 
who conſult thoſe Paſſages, and 
the Scope of the Apoſtle, it will 
appear his words are to be con- 
fin'd only to the Womens uſtrp- 
ing an Authority to propheſy, aud 
become public Inſtructors in the 
Church. This upon many Ac- 


p_ 


*Quantam autem caſtigationem mere- 
buntur illæ, qua inter Pfalnos, vel in qua- 
AF Bei mentione, reteR# perſcveraut 
L. de Virgin, vel. 18. 

* 55 counts 


* 


the Daty of Six NG. 


counts would be very indecent; Ser. IV. 
and therefore in ſuch a capacity, WW 


and in this way, he would not 
ſuffer a Woman to ſpeak, but to be 
in Silence: Nay, it it were only to 
ask a Queſtion, in order to be re- 
ſolv'd, he would not have them 
propound it publickly, but to ask 
their Husbands at home: For it 18 
a ſhame (ſays he) for Women to 
ſpeak in the Church; i. e. to pro- 
pound any thing publickly before 
the Aſſembly, either out of pre- 
tence to inform others, or tho it 
were only to be intorm'd them- 
ſelves. It will be evident to any 
who conſult theſe Places, that the 
Apoſtle confines himſelf to this: 
And therefore here is nothing 
that ſhould debar Women from 
bearing a part in Pfalmody, 
and joining with the Church in 
praiſing God by jinging, it being no 
A# of Authority, and the Reatoa 
of it common. Belides, it being, 
as I meation'd before, a part of 
natural Religion, Women are to 
eckon themſelves oblig'd to the 
performance of it, who have - as 
many Conſiderations to induce and 
G5 ingage 


130 O; jec tions confider'd againſt 
Ser. IV. ingage them as the Men. And 
next to praying in ſecret, and in- 

ſtructing their Children and young 
Ones at home, I know not in what 
they can ſo well imploy this no- 
ble and glorious Inſtrument the 
Tongue, than in ſinging the Prai- 
ſes ot God in his Church. And 
whether this may not be one, 
if not a principal Reaſon, why 
God, in his adorable Wiſdom, has | 
diſtinguiſh'd by its pleaſant Soft- 
nefs the Voice of the Woman from 
that of the Man, to temper the 
Sound, and render it more ſweet 0 
and melodious when they are of 
join'd together in ſinging his Prai- Ig. 
ſes, is what I have thought not 


altogether unworthy of our Con- 4 
ſideration. It has therefore, [| * 


muſt confeſs, been with ſome 
Concern and Offence that I have 
obſerv'd many Women fitting in 1 
the publick Aſſembly, as having h 
nothing to do when the Praiſes of hen 
God have been ſung by others. per 
They have taken no part in this this 
heavenly Exerciſe, as tho it were 
not allow'd them; or if it be, 


dhey had no Inclination or Heart 
unto 
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unto it. I wiſh ſuch as have in-Ser. IV. 
dulg'd themſelves in this culpa. 
ble Omiſſion would henceforwards 
reform. But, | 

S. 3. The laſt Objection I think 

worth mentioning at preſent is 
againſt promiſcuous Singing, the 
Concurrence of Good and Bad in 
this Work: For wicked Men, they 
think, cannot ſing the Praiſes of God, 
and good People ought not to do it in 
their Company. 

In anſwer to this we readily 
confeſs, that no People have ſo 
much Cauſe, or- have their Hearts 
ſo well qualify'd to ſing the Praiſes. 
of God as devout and holy Souls: 
Further, that the wicked or unre- 
generate cannot ſing, nor indeed 
perform any other Duty as they 
ought ; They cannot make Melody 
%o the Lord, as the Apoſt le directs, 
by ſing ing with Grace in their Heart. 
All this is readily granted, but 
what will our Oppoſers infer from 
hence? That therefore ungracious 


IFerſons ought not to ingage in. 


this Duty ? Or that good People 
onght to refrain from this part of 
the Worſhip of God, while they 


are 
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Ser. IV. are preſent? I think neither. 1f 


ching; 


t 
te Reaſon be concluſive in this, I 
it ſhould be acknowledg'd ſoina 1 
arallel Caſe: If unregenerate Per- If 
ons may not praiſe God, neither lf 0 
_ they to pray to him (nor I þ 
indeed perform any Act of reli- If 
gious Worſhip) for ungracious Il y 
Prayer 1s as unacceptable to God Ip 
as ungracions Pſalmody, and the  b 
ſame may be ſaid of other Dutys.  « 
But we anſwer further, that Un 
Mens unfitneſs for Duty does not  h 
diſannul their Obligation to the If 
performance of it? It is their WC 
Duty to pray to God, and to praiſe I a1 
him, this is of natural and neceſ- I 5: 
fary Obligation: And being their 1A 
Duty, they ought to perform it 14A 
with Grace in their Hearts. That 1 
they do not is their Sin, but o 
then wholly to omit it would 11 
de a greater Sin: The one is Hy- IP. 
pocrily, the other Atheiſm. ſc 
Again, tho it be true that wic- } tt 
ked People cannot praiſe God for I 
thoſe things which the Regene- | cl 
rate can, nor what they do of 1 
this kind can they do it in fuch a 
manner; yet they have many ff th 
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things to adore and bleſs God for, Ser. IV. 
as the Excellencys of his Nature, (WW 
his wonderful Perfections, mani- 
feſted and diſplay'd in the Works 


of Creation and Providence. They 
have many temporal Bleſſings, Pre- 
ſervations and Deliverances, and 
which yet lead to higher ones, to 
praiſe him for. They ought to 
bleſs him for the Mercys of his 
common Bounty, when they can- 
not praiſe him boo the Bleſſings of 
his ſpecial Grace. Hence there- 
fore we find there is a general 
Command upon all Men to ſing 
and give Thanks unto the Lord : 


Sing unto the Lord all the Earth. So, Pi. xcvl. 


Make a joyful Noiſe all ye Lands. l. 


And, Sing unto God ye Kingdoms of *l: C. 1,2, 
the Earth. And it hath been well LI 


obſery'd upon the CVI th Pſalm, _ 
That Travellers, Priſoners, ſick 
People, Seamen being ſav'd from 
ſcyeral Diſtrefles, they are all of 


them commanded to praiſe the , 5, 
Lord for his Goodneſs, and to des v. 6, i 37. 


clare bis Wonders before the Sons of 
Men. 
And as the Unregenerate may 
thus have many things to oo” 
O 
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Ser. IV. God for, ſo they are capable of 
WY WV retaining ſome ſenſe of theſe Mer. 
cys upon their Hearts, and by the 
Advantage of common Grace are 
capable of making ſome Returns of 
Gratitude for the ſame ; tho what 
they do of this kind falls ſhort of 


ſaving Sincerity. 


After all, they are capable of 
Admonl- 
tion, and Counſel, from {ſinging 
the Praiſes of God; which, as | 
have ſaid, is one great End of 


receiving Inſtruction, 


this Duty. 

It being ſo then, that an indiſ- 
penſible Command is laid upon All, 
that nothing can diſannul the Obli- 
gation, that the worſt of Men have 
many Mercys to praiſe God for; 
that they are capable of retaining 
ſome Senſe of theſe Mercys, and 
making ſome Returns of Grati- 
tude, and of being admoniſh'd in 
the Performance of this Duty : 
Upon all theſe accounts they onght 
not to be depriv'd of the Privi- 
lege of ſinging the Praiſes of God. 

That which concerns the other 
part of the Objection, That good 
Mien qught not to de it in their Com- 

pany 


the Duty of Six GING. 135 


2ny, is no better than mere Ca- Ser. IV. 
vil: For the foregoing part of the FW 
Odjection being anſwer'd, this 
nuſt fall to the ground of courſe. 
For if unregenerate Men may, 
and it is their Duty, to ſing the 
praiſes of God; it is doubtleſs no 
n in good Men to join with them 
i Yi it, or to do it where they are 
- Wpreſent. How unfit ſoever the 
Zone are for the diſcharge of their 
| Y Duty, it need not unfit nor ought 
t Fit to hinder the other from per- 
forming theirs. That will never 
e imputed to us as our Sin, 
h Yvhich it was not in our power to 
help or mend. If Hypocrites and 
„ Evicked Men do join with us in 
+ Linging, we do not therefore join 
5 ich them in their Sin. If they 
d pretend to ſing the Praiſes of God, 
but do it not with Grace in their 
Hearts, we cannot help that; and 
their Sin does not infect or pollute 
it Ius. If they be not what they 
profeſs, *tis not our Profeſſion is 
. Ntaſe (ſo be our Hearts are right) 
but theirs that is ſo. Unto the Titus I. 13. 
Pure all things are pure, but unto 
em that are defiÞd and unbelieving, 
* nothing 
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Ser. IV. nothing is pure. By which it i; 
plain, that what's impure to them 


that are defil'd, is not made im- 

ure to them that are pure. 

And thus I have anſwer'd the 
Objections that are offer'd under 
this Head, which relates to the 
Perſons to be concern'd in this 
Goſpel-Duty of Pſalmody. I come 
to the 


Vith and laſt Head of Objec- 
tions, which concerns the Manner 
of Singing. And here ſeveral Que- 
rys are us'd to be put; as, I 1 
lawful to ſing in Metre? So, What 
Warrant have we to ſing with arti- 
ficial Tunes? May we ſing without 
reading? Is Antiphonal ding ing lan- 
ful? or, May we ſing with mu ſical 
Inſtruments? | 

As to the two former of theſe 
Objections, wiz. Singing in Metre, 
and artificial Tunes; there is 10 
little in them, that I ſhall ſay no 
more, than that it is as law- 
ful to turn the. Pſalns, or other 
fit matter for ſpiritual Songs, into 
Metre, in order to be ſung, as it 
is to tranſlate the Scriptures into 

Engliſh 
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Engliſu Proſe to be read; and being Ser. IV. [] 
I the apteſt method to fit them for WW 
inging, there is no doubt to be | 
made of the Lawfulneſs of it. As 
to the Uſe of our Tunes, they 
being compos'd in ſuch Numbers 
do very well ſute the Gravity 
of the Matter to be ſang, I ſee 
zot any thing that hath any force [ 
zzalnſt it. More need not be ſaid | 
o this Objection. N 
c- As to the two laſt Querys, Whe- 
er Ner Antiphonal Singing, and Singing 
-I muſical Inſtruments be lawful ? 


Lanes vor pay 2 + 15 — 


t Karo them do dctend cneit owY⁊I 
at Cauſe, who are for this way of 
- elebrating the Praiſes of God. 
ut Ne reckon our ſelves no farther 
r- Moncern'd in this Controverſy, 
al than vindicating our way, as it is 
d in our Congregations; and 
fe FWiterefore I diſmiſs that part of it 
, W'bich concerns Cathedral Worſhip, See Dic. 
ſo ad ſinging with Organs, to thole of Cathed, 
10 ſho being better fſatisfy'd with . 
y- Wat Practice, may be better able 
er to defend it. 
There remains only one thing 
e are Concern'd to plead for, 
and this is a Practice which hath 
lately 
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Ser. IV. lately obtain'd in ſome of ou 
WS WV Congregations ; and that is ſingin ! 


of Pſalms without reading. C 
This has been matter of Scru.| ri 
ple to ſome People. To remore i0 
an old Cuſtom, tho a bad one, is! 
like removing the antient Land- le 
marks. But if People did dug“ 
inquire into the firſt Reaſon of 
this Cuſtom, they who are ſuch: 
Sticklers for it (if I am not mi. Ne 
taken) would not expreſs ſuch a ici 
Zeal for its continuance. Thür 
Practice was at firſt owing to tief 


Ignorance ot People, who living b. 
under the Darkneſs of Popery, Wot! 
vaſt multitudes of them could not per 
read. For this reaſon our firl 
Reformers thought it much better 
to practiſe this way of finging 
Pſalms, by the Clerk's reading 
Line after Line, than that ſuch|Þen 
great numbers (as then were) 
ſhould be depriv'd of the Beneft 
of this Ordinance. But bleſſed 
be God, it is now a long timeÞen! 
fince we came out of Popery :{uet 
And there are but few among u5ſang 
but can read, or who (if theyſÞen! 


would be at the pains) might ſoonPtte 
attall 
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attain it. And therefore I think Ser. IV. 
tis high time to reform from ar 


Cuſtom, which the People's Igno- 
rance did at firſt neceſſitate them 
to, and which all who will uſe 
their Underſtanding muſt acknow- 
[dg does labour with many Incon- 
reniences and Defects. 

For the way of Singing by Rea- 
ting does in the firſt place cauſe a 
rery great interruption in the Mu- 
ſck; and thereby retrenching 
from the Sweetneſs and Harmony 
of the Action, makes the Exerciſe 


abundantly more flat and dull than 
otherwiſe : This every one's Ex- 
perĩience muſt inform them. 

Again, it is a very great hin- 
irance to the ander ſt and ing of what 
ve ſing. For the reading of the 
Line does frequently break the 
enſe, and till that be given whole 
nd intire, we know not what 
e ſing, but are left to uncertain 
onjectures; and before the whole 
denſe be read out, we have fre- 


Muently forgotten what we firſt 


ang, And as thus the Muſick and 
denſe of the Pſalm is and muſt 
ftentimes be interrupted, ſo like- 

wiſe 
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Ser. IV. wiſe muſt it be a great check upon 45 
our Aﬀections, and a hindrance to 17 
the Exerciſe of our Graces in this be 

Duty. | ar 

As theſe are manifeſt Inconve.ſ** 

niences, ſo all theſe are effetually MM"). 
provided againſt by that cuſtom of"! 
Singing which ſome of us have - 


brought into our Churches, iz 
of unging mith Books in ow 
hands. For by this means every b 
one ſees the whole Senſe intire be. 
fore bim, and is thereby capable 
of ſinging with Underſtanding; 
Which in the other caſe, when 
People have no Books, it muſt he 
difficult to do. And underſtand- 
ing what we ſing, having the 
Senſe whole and intire under our, . 
eye, our Affections are more eaſihy , F 
excited, and aſſiſted to make melody 0 
to God in our Hearts. 

Beſides, By this uninterrupted "et 
way of Singing there 1s a greater 


Harmony and Life in the Muſick, on 
and conſequently a greater tenden- Nuit 


cy therein to raiſe and exhilarate th 
the Spirits, ibl, 
Again, By every one's having 3 
Book 1n his hand there 1s this Con- 
| VEnicncy, 
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veniency, that it keeps us more Ser. IV. 
intent and cloſe to the buſineſs & 
before us, and prevents that wan- 
iriag of the Eye, and careleſs ga- 
ning, Which is too often obſery'd 
in the other way. And indeed 
this is a Duty which requires fo 
much Spirituality, and fo cloſe 
an Application of the Heart, that 
we ſhould be glad of any thing 
that might be a means to prevent 
dur DiſtraQtions. *Tis true, Per- 
ſns may gaze about, even tho 
they have this means to prevent 
it; but yet they cannot do it fo 
much, nor 10 eaſily, unleſs they 
wholly neglect joining in this Duty 
with the reſt of the Aſſembly. 

[ ſhall mention one conſiderable 
Advantage more 1n the laſt place, 
aud this is, that it will be a great 
means of fixing what we fing in 
ed Nur Memorys. Weighty Matters 

delirer'd in Metre are ſooner 
k kearn'd, and more eaſily retain'd. 

And the frequent ſinging of them 
with Books, will in time render 
them ſo familiar, as we may be 
able to ſing without them. We 
ve a notable Proof of this in the 
French 
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Ser. IV. French and Dutch Churches, where 
l have often ſeen Perſons who had 


no Books join as readily in ſinging 
as thoſe that had them. By fre- 
quent reading of the Pſalms, they 
have ſo tranſcrib'd them into their 
Memorys, as at laſt to lay aſide 


their Books. And O how excel-| 


lent a Treaſure would it be, to 
have a good number of divine and 
ſpiritual Songs repoſited in our 
Memorys, ready to produce and 
uſe upon any occaſion ! that when 
we are by our ſelves, or with o- 
thers, we can preſently raiſe up 
our Hearts, and ſing a Pſalm and 
Hymn to the Lord. 

Now after what has been ſaid 
I may leave it to the Impartial 


and Unprejudic'd to judg which F: 


is the moſt cligible way of Singing, 


and moſt adapted to anſwer the" 


Deſign of the Ordinance, the other 


Practice, or that which is here re- 


commended. 


I know but one Objection, that 
isof any conſideration, to be al- 


ledg'd againſt it: And it is, that 


this Cuſtom mult neceſſarily debar 


thoſe from the Benefit of this 
38 Odi 
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Ordinance, who cannot read. Ser. IV. 
But firſt, theſe are but few, eſpe- WWW 

cially in London, and other Citys and 

Jomns, where there are abundant 

Opportunitys, and ordinarily care 

taken to inſtruct the Poor to read. 

and of theſe the far greateſt part 


Ina very ſhort time might learn 


toread, if they would but apply 

themſelves to it. It is general- 

People's Sin they cannot read, 
ad why ſhould others ſuffer for 

their Sin ? 

Again, If for the ſake of two 
r three in a Congregation we 
mght to omit a Cuſtom ſo bene- 
cial to the Generality, and ſo ne- 
ſary to the right Performance of 
this Duty : For the ſame reaſon 
re ought wholly to omit Singing, 
or the benefit of a greater number, 
ho for want of a Voice cannot 
ing with the Congregation ; but 
ho may ſay, it would be much 
more profitable to them, if the 
alm were gravely and ſlowlyread, 
han if it were ſung. 

But laſtly, where the Number 
It ſuch illiterate Perſons is con- 
derable, as in ſome remote, ob- 

ſcure, 


| 
f 
N 
| 
| 
| 
i 
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Ser. IV. ſcure, and Country Villages, it! 
map not be amiſs to continue the C 
other way; but ſo as that now { 
and then, for the ſake of other n 
who can read, our Method be ob. 
ſery'd. And in the mean time it I. 
were to be wiſh'd, that ſuch af is 
are charitably diſpos'd would orden pf 
ſome part of their Benevolence lo 
towards the erecting of School 
in ſuch dark places, and procure 
that the Poor be taught to read 
Herein they would doubtleſs do 
Work highly acceptable in tha - 
fight of God. 
As to other Objections, that may 
be rais'd againſt what we have rc 
commended ; a Pair of Spectaci 
would anſwer for the moſt par 
thoſe of the Aged; for am ſatiſ 
fy'd but very few attend our A1 
ſemblys, who have outliv'd the 
Ulſe of theſe Helps: And a {mal 
Sum of Mony rais'd in the Con 
gregation to buy a competent = 
number of Books to be given 2 
way, will anſwer the Objection! 
of the Poor. 
But if after all this, People wil 
caviland be content ou, we mull 


pit! 
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pity their Weakneſs, and bleſs Ser. IV. 
God who hath ſhone upon us with '5vwW 
ſo great Light, as to remove our 
moſt dangerous Prejudices againſt the 
pure Adminiſtrations of his Wor- 
ſhip, when we ſee how difficult it 
is in leſſer matters to wean Peo- 
ple from a Cuſtom they have been 
long wedded to. 
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SERMON V. 


EPHES. V. /atter Part of fo 
the 19th Verſe. 


Singing ana making melo © 
in your Heart to the Lord, 


12 Words contain ang .. 
: Exhortation to the Prac- ; 

| tice of that noble and de- 
lightful Duty, of Singing the PraiſcF ., 
of God ; and afford us ſome Ad- "= 
vice and Direction for the right tn. 
Performance of it. We mult beſ ,, 
inſpir'd and acted, not by a vai ;> 
and ſenſual Spirit, but by the 4. 
vine; and being thus N 
mu 
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mult ſo ſing, as to make melody in 
our Hearts to the Lord. 
Here are ſeveral Words in this 


| Verſe relating to the Nature of 


this Duty, which I ſhall not ſtay 
to explain and open: This having 
been already done to my hand, I 
ſhall no further conſider the Text, 
than it is ſerviceable to me in han- 
dling that part of the Subject, 
which is aſſign'd me in this Exer- 
ciſe ; and that is to lay before you 
ſome Practical Rules and. Directions 
for the acceptable Performance of the 
Duty. The Nature of it has been 
open'd, your Obligation as Chriſ- 
tians to perform, it fully proy'd,, 
the Divine Excelleacy and Noble- 
neſs of it clearly maniteſted, the, 
Cavils and Objections of thoſe who 
ire Enemys to it fully conſider'd 
ind anſwer'd ; and now, I hope, 
hat you have heard has ſo far 
convinc'd your mente ind in- 
luenc'd your Wills and Affections, 
that you are reſolv'd either, to 
begin Or continue in the Practice of 
ſo unqueſtionable and excellent 1 
Duty, and that you are very de- 
ſirous to know how you may per- 

H 2 form 


Ser. V. 
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Ser. V. form it to God's acceptance, and 
A the advantage of your own Souls, 

This Part of the Subject is as ne- 
ceſſary as any, for you to be in- 
ſtructed in; for after all that has t 
been ſaid, if you fail in the right ! 

manner of Performance, your la- 
bour will be loſt : How excellent a It 
Duty ſoever it be in it ſelf, and JJ it 
how beneficial and pleaſant ſoever If. 
it be to others, it will not be ſo 
to you; but God will be diſho- / 
nour'd, and your Souls preju- S 
dic d. I fear multitudes are very . 
defective and faulty in this part of Yin; 
the Duty: There are many more I ?/ 
who are Enemys to a holy Perfor- fas 
mance, than who are Enemys to wc 
the external Duty. de 
I ſhall divide the Directions into I ſed 
three parts, ter 


I. Such as concern the Choice of Ax 
peiroper and ſutable Matter. N 
II. Such as relate to the external of 
Manner of Performance. And, I Ble 

III. Such as reſpect the internal] Re, 

and ſpiritual Frame and Temper I ho 

| of the Soul. the 
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I. *Tis - neceſſary ſomething LYVW 


ſhould be faid on the firſt Head, 
becauſe in the Choice of a Pſalm, 
the Metre into which it is tranſ- 
lated, and the Tune to which it is 
ſet, is too often more regarded, 
than the ſubject Aarrer of it, and 
its Sutableizeſs to the preſent occa- 
ion. 
§. 1. We ſhould ora;narily chaſe 
ſuch Matter as is beſt ſuted to the 
Spirituality of the Gojpel-Diſpen/a- 
tion we live under. AS now, for 
inſtance, fuch parts of David's 
Pſalms ſhould generally be ſung, 
as give us the moſt great and 
worthy, the moſt ſweet and en- 
dearing Apprehenſions of the bleſ- 
ſed — glorious God, and which 
tend to enkindle and ſtir up in us 
ſpiritual Affections, ſutable to thoſe 
Apprehenſions. 
Such Pſalms as contain Matter 
of Prayer for divine and ſpiritual 
Bleſſings, and of Praiſe for the 
Reception of them. Such which 
hold forth precious Promiſes of 
the ſame nature, for our Faith 
and Hope to build upon. Such as 
H 3 have 
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Ser. V. have the moſt immediate reference 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the hben 
8855 promis'd Meſſias; which foretel 
what he was to do and ſuffer at 
his Incarnation, the Bleſſings he 
was to procure, and the ſpiri- ; 
tual Glory and Privileges of that 
Goſpel-Church he was to erect in | 
the World. ; 
There are many ſuch Pſalms, I « 
which the Chriſtian Church can Alf | 
better underſtand now, than the Ml x 
Jewiſh Church could, when they } 
were firſt pen'd, or, it may be, Ne 
than the Penmen did themſelves. I 
Tho many of theſe Pſalms ſeem If 
dark and obſcure, if we only re- Þ + 
gard the manner of Expreſſion, ti 
yet we may be ſure they were | x 
Prophecys of Chriſt, and of the f 
State and Privileges of the Chriſ- IE 
tian Church, if we take the Wri- 8. 
ters of the New Teſtament to be R 
infallible Interpreters of the Pro- I b. 
phecys of theold. We can ſee further Þ} ww 
into the myſterious and ſpiritual I tj 
Senſe of theſe Paſſages, and ſo are I p, 
capable of ſinging them with a much I th 
more Evangelical Spirit, than the I ji: 


Old Teſtament Believers could do. J %½ 
| I 
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am far from thinking it unlaw- Ser. N. 
ful or unprofitable to ſing ſuch 


Pſalms as wholly relate to the 
Jewiſh Church, they may as law- 
fully and profitably be ſung as 
read; but ſurely it is beſt becom- 
ing and moſt agreeable to Chriſ- 
tians to be much taken up in Fe- 
cal Praiſing of God and the Re- 
deemer, for the rich Diſcoverys of 
Love and Grace to Sinners. We 
make but an ill Improvement of 
our brighter Goſpel-Light and 
Grace, if we are not more ſpiri- 
tual in our Prayers and Praiſes 
than the Fews were. The Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, his expi- 
atory Death and Sacrifice, his Re- 
ſarrection, Aſcenſion and glorious 
Exaltation, his Interceſſion for 
Sinners, their Juſtification by his 
Righteouſneſs, and Sanctification 
by his Spirit; and in a word, the 
whole Doctrine of Chriſt's Media- 
tion, with all thoſe admirable 
Perfections of God that ſhine forth 
therein, are things that were but 
little known under the Old Diſpen- 
ſation ;, but they ſhine with a far 

H 4 greater 
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Ser. V. greater Brightaeſs and Luſtre un- 
der the New. Nom as Believers, 
in thoſe days, were moſt taken up | 
in celebrating thoſe Diſpenſations 
of God's Providence, that were 
then molt remarkable; ſo ſhould YN} 
Chriſtians be in celebrating the . 
Work of Redemption, this being tlic I! 
J 
F 


moſt glorious Diſcovery of the 

Divine Perfections which God has 
given, or can give to this World. Fit 
Tam far from confining our Prai- I 
fes and Thankſgivings to this Duty of 
Singing. Theſe ſhould mix them- I 
ſelves with all our Prayers and FP! 
Phil. IV. 6, Supplications : In every thing by £'O 
Prayer and Supplication, with Thankſ- 
giving, let your Requeſts be made St 
known unto God. But ſince the Yo! 
Singing and Chanting forth God's “ 
Praiſes has an Advantage above the $- 
bare Rehearſal of them in Proſe; % 
ſince this tends moſt to quicken Jt 
and inlarge the Heart, and creates Jy 
moſt ſpiritual Pleaſure in the Soul; A 
we ſhould, in this way, offer to 07 
God thoſe Praiſes and Thankſgiv- Þ''© 
ings which have the Myſterys and a 
Bleſſings of our Redemption tor 
the Subject-matter of them. 


Upon 
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Upon this occaſion. I cannot Ser. V. 
but heartily wiſh, that many Parts WW 
| of the New 7. eſtament were tran- 


ſlated into Metre, and ſo fitted to 
be ſung in Chriſtian Churches and 
Familys, and that the Practice did 
more generally obtain among us: 
Not to the Excluſion of David's 
P/alms, but only as a Supplement 
aud Addition, becauſe they don't 
o fully ſute the State of the Goſ- 
pel-Church, as they did the Fewijh. 
This Part of our Chritttan Wor- 
ſhip would be much more com- 
ow and perfect, if thoſe Doxo- 
logys and Benedictions were thus 
tranſlated, that we meet with 1g 
St. Paul's Epiſtles, and other Parts 
of the New Teſtzment. Weread 


That the four Beaſts and the four Rey v. 8, 


ana twenty Elders did praiſe Chriſt 5 
ſinging 4 new Song, ſayingy ben 
art worthy, &c. Many 2 
by theſe Elder, underſtand (not 


; Im probably) the Members ot the 


Coriftian Church upon Earth; and 
then the words are an intimation, 
that in Chriſtian Aſlemblys Chriſt 
to be prais'd with New Songs, 
luted to the Work of Redemption, 
A3 and 
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Ser. V. and the Glory he is advanc'd to, 
WY WV and not merely with the Pſalms of 
David. If you deſire further Sa- 
tisfaction, I refer you to Mr. Watts 
ingenious Eſſay on this Subject, 
which I have ſeen ſince the Com- 
poſure of this Diſcourſe. 
§. 2. Upon publick ſpecial Occa- 
ſions we ought to have regard to thiſe | 
Providences of God that his Church 
and People are then under. AS we 
are a part of Chriſt's Church, fo 
we ought to be affected with the 
State thereof. When God's People 
Le under or are in danger of any 
general Calamity, and we are call'd 
to publick Faſting, Humiliation" 
and Prayer, ſuch Pſalms ſhould be 
choſen, as bring to our remem- 
brance the Circumſtances of God's 
Church in former days. His won- ““ 
derful Appearances for them, when 
their Strength and Hope was al- 
moſt quite gone, the Methods they. U 
took in their Diſtreſs, and th Ie 
Succeſs of them, and what Reh 
turns they made to God for thei 00 
Deliverances; the meditating upF' 
on, and ſinging forth ſuch Paſſa u 
ges, have an Aptitude and 2 * 
: enc 


the Duty of SINaINc. 


dency to beget in us awful Appre- Ser. V. 
henſions of the Majeſty and Power, {WW 
1 Juſtice and Holineſs of God; and 

they will greatly help to quicken 
aud ſtrengthen our Faith and Hope 
in his Grace and Goodneſs, ſince 


he is the ſame God yeſterday, to 
day, and for ever, and has the ſame 
Love and Compaſſion for his Peo- 
ple as ever. 

Again, ſuch Pſalms are proper as 
are of a Penitential Nature, which 
contain Conſeſſions of Sin, Depre- 
cations of deſerv'd Judgments, 
Supplications for undeſerv'd Mercys; 


Iv bich are ſutable to beget and ſt ir 


up Self-abhorrence, Shame and 
Sorrow for, Hatred and Deteſta- 
tion of Sin. 

And then on days of publick Praiſe 
md Thankſgiving, ſuch Pſalms ſhoulb 


Je choſen, as do ſet forth and mag- 
Fify thoſe Perfections of God, 


rhich were moſt conſpicuous in 
ne Mercys we commemorate, and 
hich are the moſt apt to excite 


Thoſe Graces that ſhould be exer- 


Sd in the moſt lively manner on 
hoſe days, and ſuch as will be beſt 


A preſſive of our Reſolution, , to 
truſt 
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Ser. V. truſt and confide in God for the 
future. I forbear mentioning par- 


ticular Pſalms, that having been 
largely done in ſome of the fore- 
going Diſcourſes. A Chriſtian, 
who is converſant in David's 
Pſalms, will find there are few 
Providences God's Church can be 
under, but there 1s ſomething in 
them very ſutable and applicable ; 
and a wiſe Choice would be very 
ſerviceable to bring the Minds of 
Chriſtians into, and to keep them 
in a good Frame, throughout the 

Dutys of ſuch Days. 
§. 3. In our Choice ſome regard 
ſhould be had to the other Parts of 
Worſhip this Duty is conjoin'd with. 
We mult ſo endeavour to perform 
every Duty, that ene may be a 
Preparatory to another, and that 
the ſubſequent Duty may further 
cheriſh and ſtrengthen thoſe holy 
Impreſſions and Affections in us 
which the foregoing began : that 
tho we paſs from one Duty to a- 
nother, yet that which is the 
main end and deſign of all Dutys, 
viz. the gloriſying of God, and the 
working up our Souls to a Divine and 
Godlike 


Fm wh 


bo, 
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: WW Godlike Temper, may ſtill be car- Ser. V. 
- W r7ing on more and more. When WW 
1 | $i7ging precedes Prayer, ſomething 
could be ſung that may beſt com- 
poſe the Mind to a becoming Re- 
verence for that Duty; and when 
it follows Preaching, ſomething 
ſhould be choſen that may be pro- 
per to ſecond and further preſs 
home the Truths we have heard. 
When there is this bleſſed Harmony 
between one Duty and another, 
ne ſhall perform them with the 
e greateſt Pleaſure and Profit. I 
dare appeal to the Experience of 
4 ſerious Chriſtians, whether they 
of have not found the ſinging the ſelf- 
6. ame Pſalm much more {weet and 
m reviving to their Spirits at one 
a Wl rime, when this Direction has 
at been obſerv'd, than æt another, 
er | when no regard has been had to 
ly it. A7ain, on Sacrament-days, when 
us we have been commemoratiag the 
at | matchleſs Love of our dear Re- 
a- | deemer, at the cloſe of that Or- 
he | dinance ſomething ſhould be ſung 
/s, | that may kcep alive, aud further 
he excite thoſe Graces we have been 
2d | inthe Exerciſe of, and that may 
ke ſend 
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Ser. V. ſend us away full of Admiration, 
joy and Thankfulneſs. 

§. 4. Chriſtians in their private 
Familys ſhould have regard to their 
Family-State and Circumſtances, and 
thoſe particular Providences of 
God they are under, eſpecially 
when they are peculiar and remar- 
kable, either in a way of Judgment 
or Mercy. A ſutable Choice at 
ſuch times will improve the Seri- 
ouſneſs of our Frame, and make 
the Diſpenſations more affecting 
and impreſſive. But care muſt be 
taken that our Joy or Sorrow don't 
degenerate into ſinful Extremes, i , 
that under the Notion of Duty I jj 
we do not cheriſh ſuch a Temper N ;þ 
of Soul as is really diſhonourable I th 
to God, and injurious to our 180 
ſelves, and which ought to be IIn 
ſtriven againſt. 

F. 5. Laltly, Private Chriſtiam | 
may regard the particular State and ty 
preſent Frame of their own Souls. 
Tho it be unqueſtionably lawful 
to ſing ſuch Pſalms as don't exactly 
ſute our own Circumſtances, either 
oatward or inward, becauſe they 


are profitable tor Inſtruction and 
Admo- 
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Admonition; yet we ſhall be moſt Ser. V. 
is 
ſuted to our Condition, and is 


affected when what we ſing 


expreſſive of the inward Senſe and 
Language of our Hearts. Thoſe 
ſing with the moſt Pleaſure, that 
ſing David's Pſalms with David's 
Spirit. In ſhort, Chriſtians ſhould 
conſider what ſpecial Graces they 
have more than ordinary need to 
have exercis'd and increas'd, what 
Corruptions to be mortify'd and 
kept under, what Difficultys, and 
Temptations, and Afflictions they 
are calPd to contend and grapple 
with. Such things as theſe muſt 
lire& them both in the matter of 
their Prayers and Singing, when 
the choice is left to themſelves. 
So much for the firſt General Head. 
now proceed in the ſecond Place, 


Il. To ſuch Directions as relate 
to the external manner of Perfor- 
mance. I don't pretend to inſtruct 
jou in the Art of Singing, tis not 
my proper Buſineſs was I capable 
of it; I ſhall only mention a few 
things that Reaſon and the Na- 
ture of the Duty plainly ſuggeſt. 


§. Ls 


Dix ECTIO NS for 
§. 1. Some Regard ought to be had 


WY WV to external Harmony, that there be 


Melody made with cur Voices as 
well as Hearts. If no care be taken 
about the Tune and Metre, there 
will be nothing but Diſcord and 
Confuſion ; ſuch Singing will bea 
great Hindrance, and not a. Hel 
to Devotion. We are Senſitive as 
well as Rational Creatures, com- 
pounded of Body and Soul; and 
while we are in this ſtate of U- 
nion, our Senſes have great Influ- 
ence upon our higher Powers. 
Senſitive Pleaſure is lawful and 
laudable, while it is deſir'd in ſub- 
ordination and ſubſerviency to 
that which is more refin'd and 
rational, and not principally for 
it ſelf. Without the one it is ſcarce 
poſſible, in our preſent State, to 
enjoy the other, for God works 
upon his Creatures in a way ſu—- 
table to their Nature. The inno- 
cent Pleaſures of the Ear, by me- 
lodious Sounds, has experimental- 
ly been found a mighty help to 


excite and raiſe devout Aﬀections 
in the Soul: Nature (as one ex- 
preſles it) in this caſe helps Grace. 


But 
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But nere our great Care mult be, Ser. V. 
that we don't take up with the 


Means for the End, and miſtake 
the pleaſing of our ſenſitive Aﬀec- 
tions and Imagiuations for that 
ſpiritual Pleaſure which holy Souls 
take in God and Things of a Di- 
vine Nature. Whenever it is 
thus, the fault is in the evil Frame 
and Temper of our Hearts, and 
does not ariſe from the Nature of 
the thing; for holy Souls can and 
will improve it for holy Ends and 
Purpoſes. And indcedunleſs Sing- 
ing be ſo order'd, as in ſome mea- 
ſure to be grateful to the Ear, the 
Ordinance will be expos'd to Con- 
tempt, and not ſerve the Ends of 
Devotion. God is the God of Or- 
der, and not of Confuſion. I would 
not be thought to diſcourage thoſe 
from this Duty who have little or 
ro artificial Skill; many can ſing 
in conjunction with others, tho 
they can't lead a Tune: and they 
that have not ſo much Skill as 
this, may ſo manage their Voices, 
as not to diſturb thoſe that bave, 
and by joining with them may be 


Freatiy affected and edity'd, much 


more 
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Ser. V. more perhaps than thoſe that have 
ten times their Skill, but want Tr 


\ 
Ben | | 
their pious Diſpoſitions of Soul. 1 
Tho ſtill I am of Opinion, thatif Y” 
ſuch Chriſtians have a natural Ca. I 
pacity for it, ſome artificial Si 
would be very ſerviceable to them, Yi! 
in the more ſpiritual Perfor- WH 
mance of the Duty: provided they WH 
are not fo taken up with minding WP 
the Tune, as to be taken off from 
obſerving the Matter ſung, and 
the Frame of Heart with which 
they ſing. | 

 Y.2. Care muſt be taken that the 
Tunes ſung, and the Manner of Sing- 
ing be only ſuch as have a Tendenq 
to excite divine and ſpiritual Affec- 
tions. Pſalm-Tunes ought to be 
ſolemn, and grave, not vain, and 
light, and airy, as if they were 
only adapted to pleaſe and gratity 
a wanton and ſenſual Mind: This 
would be to turn one of the moſt 
noble and ſpiritual Dutys of Reli 
gion into a mere Entertainment for 
the Senſes and Fancys of carnalÞ'fiu 
Men; this would be to turn God'sFinc 
Houſe into a Theatre, and would te 
in a manner deſecrate God's ſacred bar 
Worſhip, 
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e Worſhip, and make it diſtaſtful to Ser. V. 
at pious Minds. The Power of Yocal ! WW 
. is well as Inftrumental Muſick is 
it Nrery great, and may be abus'd to 
a- bad Purpoſes as well as improv'd 
%o holy ones; and therefore only 
m, ſuch Tunes muſt be us'd in God's 
r- Houſe, as becomes his Majeſty and 
ey MHolineſs, and the Gravity and 
ap Spirituality of the Worſhip we 
m Mare ingag'd in. Neither muſt the 
nd voice be ſo modulated, as ſhould 
ich render what is ſung unintelligible 
to the greateſt part of the Wor- 
he hippers; fgr this would be, as to 
ne Ends of. Edification, the ſame 
ny ing as if Perſons ſung in an 
vo known Tongue, 
be S. 3. In the choice of the Tune, 
ind eme regard ſhould be had to the 
ere Mater ſung; that it may have an 
ifyptitude to excite in us thoſe Di- 
his ine Graces, which the Matter of 
oft Re Pſalm requires and calls for. 
eli- Nothing is more certain than that 
for fiferent Tunes have a different 
nal ifluence and Efficacy upon the 
d'sinds of Men: Thoſe that have 
uid lendency to raiſe our Joy and 
rel Thankfulneſs, are Enemys to Sor- 
up, row 
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Ser. V. row and Sadneſs of Spirit; and Y/ 
thoſe that befriend this Temper, 


pacity for it, and is ſtated Part 


are prejudicial to the other, In 
would be very prepoſterous, and 
a great Incongruity, if the Ten-. 
dency of the Tune ſhould promote 
Sorrow and Grief, when the De 
ſien of the Palm is to raiſe in us ne 


joyful thankful Admiration offfiin 
God's Grace and Goodneſs. bf 
&. 4. Such Tunes ſhould be ordi nf 


rily ſurg, as the Generality of i 
Worſhippers can join in; becaulqſ 
Singing is a Duty incumbent up 
on all Chriſtians that have any cal 


of God's publick Worſhip : andÞu 
therefore it is not rightly per 
form'd when it is ſo manag'd a 
to ſhut out the greateſt part of tha 
Aſſembly from having any ſharg 
init. I may add, 

S. 5- That it is moſt eligible, tha 
Perſons, engag d in this Ordinance 
Singing, ſhould have Pſalm- Books"a 
that ſo the Duty might be perPri 
form'd without the uſual Inter); 
ruption of reading Line by Line 
By this means the Senſe of what i Pod 


ſung will at once lie open to the he 
View 
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nd Niem, and be better underſtood by Ser. V. 
hem; and there will be a more intire SW 
u continu'd Harmony, and the 
nd dfections will not be in ſo much dan- 
en- Nr of cooling and flatting by the fre- 
De vent Pauſe. that are made by read 
. Theſe things are but bately 
nention'd, having been more diſ- 
tinctly treated of before. But yet 
| ſuhjoin, that the Inconveniency 
Reading is ſuch as may be laws 
Fully diſpens'd with, whete it 
MWnnot be remedy'd without 4 
greater; i. e. when without this 
Help the greateſt part of an Aſ- 
Wmbly would be debar'd from 

NN in the Ordinance. Need 
» | 4 7 F ( 1 L IS 2 
F. 6. And laſtly, That in the 
tha erformance of this Duty there 'muſt 
l the external and viſible Signs 
Reverence and Devotion. Where 
Fieſe are wanting, we may, with- 
ce ofÞut breach of Charity, conelude, 
o0k5F"at there is not much inward ' 
per eriouſneſs and Affection. Tho 
terFodily Exerriſe alone profits lirtle, 
.ineFet God muſt be glorify'd” with our 
at i od as well as our Souls; they are 
theingie Workmanſhip of God, and the 


TTew Pur- 
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Ser. V. Purchaſe of Chriſt, and the Temple 
of the Holy Ghoſt : The Lord i; 
for the Body, and therefore the Body 

ought to be for the Lord. In thi 

Duty the Head muſt be uncover'd 

the Countenance compos'd and 
ſerious, the Eye fixt, not roving 

and wandring; and, in a word, 

the whole external Behaviour ſuc] 

as, in the judgment of Charity 
beſpeaks an engag'd and devout}! 

Mind and Heart, and as becomeg 

the Perfections of the God we 
worſhip. And whether that Poſ: 
ture in Singing, which generally”? 
obtains among, us, be ſo proper to 

Pſalms of direct Prayer and Praiſe of 

I leave to your own ſerious deli 

berate Confideration. I now pre the 

ceed, | 


III. To fuch Directions as reſpett its 
the internal and ſpiritual Frame and 
Temper of the Soul. Tho you are and 
ever ſo careful in obſerving and 
following what I have hithertc The 
ſaid, yet unleſs a ſpecial regard be 
had to the State and Frame of the 
Soul, all will avail nothing as to. 


your Acceptance with God. Some. 
| 0 
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of theſe Directions are ſuch as Ser. V. 
concern this Duty in common WWW 
with others, and therefore I need 
not miuch inlarge. 
§. 1. The 1 15 er and 
Di poſition muſt be ſuch as is plea- 
* 2 — God. You muſt be in a 
converted, pardon'd, reconcil'd 
State. Till you have Grace in the 
Heart, and are fill d with the Spirit, 
ou are not qualify'd for the ac- 
Neptable Performance of this Duty. 
Irhe Exerciſe of Grace neceſſarily 
ſuppoſes the internal vital Prin- 
ple; for Perſons can never exer- 
aſe that which they. have not. 
Carnal and unſanctify'd Men do 
but debaſe and pollute every Duty 
they take in hand: Their State is 
unacceptable z the Principles from 
which, and the Ends for which they 
att, are not divine and ſupernatu- 
ndl, but low, baſe and mercenary; 
ardland conſequently nothing that they 
andleo is properly pleaſing unto God. 
rte The carnal Mind is Enmity againſt Rom. vill. 
bd; it 35108 ſubject to the Law of 7,8. 
the od, nor indeed can be: So then, 
0% that are in the Fleſh, cannot 
zmeſP'*a/e God. We are only accepted Eph. I. 5, 
0 47 


pet 
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WV no vital Union, nor ſtand in any 
Gen. IV. 4. federal Relation. The Lord had 


Mat. VII. 
17, 18, 
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in the Beloved, to whom they have 


firſt Reſpett to Abel, and then to hi 
Offering. If the Perſon be not ac- 
cepted, the Sacrifice will not. 
own all the Actions of Men in 
juſtify'd State are not acceptable 
to God, for they do not always 
exert the good Principles that ard 
within them, and act becoming 
their Relation and Character; and 
yet till the Tree be made good, thi 
Fruit can never be truly ſo. Wic 
ked Men may have pleaſant and 
melodious Voices, and may be we! 
$KilPd in the Art of Singing, and 
ſo may be inſtrumental in raiſing 
the Affections of pious Chriſtians M if 
but not being animated by a DIY [: 
vine Spirit, they are but like ſq at 
many dead and lifeleſs Organs: torfff fi 
want of that which ought to bl :! 
in them, they loſe not only thq; i 
ſpiritual benefit of the Duty, but 

are obnoxious to Puniſhment for]. = 
their Hypocriſy and DiſſimulaF th 
tion, for making only an external / 
ſhew of that which they real!“ 
have not. I deſign not by thiy 0 

Diſcourle 
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Diſcourſe to take unconverted Men Ser. V. 
wholly off from this Duty: for 
the ſame Objections that lie a- 
gainſt their Singing of Pſalms for 
want of habitual Grace, lie againſt 
their Praying, and Hearing, and 
any other Duty; for no Duty can 
rightly be perform'd without the 
Grace of God. I would only con- 
vince them of the Miſery and Un- 
happineſs of their preſeat Condi- 
tion, that they may not conten- 
tedly continue in it: Their moral 
lncapacity for Duty takes not a- 
way their Obligation to Perfor- 
mance, but is — Sin; and the 
greater it is, the more deprav'd 
it ſpeaks them to be. However, 
if they do their belt, with thoſe 
Influences of common Grace that 
are afforded, and do honeſtly de- 
ſire and endeavour to do better. 
they are much leſs gwlry than they 
would be by a total Omiſſion. 

§. 2. You muſt ſing with Attent inn 
and Unacrſtanding. | his was the 
the Apoſtle's Reſolution: I will 1 co. 
ſmg with Underſtanding. Sing ye XIV. 14. 
Praiſes with Underſtanding. it's PLALV1H. 
impoſlible that blind Devotion“ 

| ſhould 


—— — — 
— — 
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Ser. V. ſhould ever be pleaſing unto God. 
WY WV Tho there may be Light in the 


Head, when there is no Heat and 
Warmth in the Heart, yet we can 
never be rationally and piouſly at- 
fected with what we underſtand 
not; ſuch Devotion can be no 


better than ſuperſtitious Frenzy | 


and Enthuſiaſm. Our great Care 
then muſt be, that we are not ſo 
taken up in our Thoughts about 
the Tune we ſing, and the Sound 
and Cadency of the Words, as 
not to mind the Excellency, 
Weight and Importance of the 
Matter ſung. This is a common 
fault, that ought diligently to be 
guarded againſt. I fear Mens 
Thoughts are often imploy'd in 
obſerving how they themſelves and 
others ſing, when they ſhould at- 
tend to and be intent upon the 
_—_— and uſeful Nature of wha 
they ſing : Perſons can never re- 
ceive Inſtruction or Conſolation 
by ſuch kind of Singing. See then 
that while your Tongues are im 
ploy'd in chanting forth the words 
your Mind and Thoughts be as bu 


fly imploy'd in diving into, and. 


* 
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in ſweet Meditation upon the ſpi- Ser. V. 
ritual Senſe and Meaning of them. 


Unleſs you have ſlothful and un- 
ingag'd Minds, you will find the 
Duty of Singing a greater help 
this way, than barely the reading 
of the words would be, there be- 
ing a longer time for the exerciſe 
of Thought in the que than in the 
other. 

F. 3. Tea, there muſt be melody in 
the Heart as well as the Voice: This 
particularly is the Apoſtle's Direc- 
tion in my Text. If you ask 
what - this denotes, I anſwer in 
two or three things. 

(t.) That the Heart and ſpiri- 
tual Affections be ingag d in the 
Duty, as well at the Mind and Voice. 
t is very poſlible the Mind may 
be imploy'd, and yet there may 
be no devout ſtirring of the A, 
fefFions. It is one thing to know 
Jad mind what is ſaid and ſung, 
and another to be deeply and ſe- 
tiouſly affected with it. When 
this Duty is acceptably perform'd, 
there is a happy conjunction of all 
tnele ; Grace in the Heart will ex- 
ert and put forth it ſelf. The 

12 Apoſtle, 
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Ser. V. Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Co- 
WVloſſians, explains what he means 
Col. III. here by making melody in our Hearts, 


16, 


by telling us we muſt ſing with 
Grace in our Hearts. Renewing 
Grace is very diffuſive, it reaches 
to all the Powers and Facultys of 
the Soul; we muſt be ſanctißyd 
wholly in Soul, Spirit, and Body. But 
yet the Heart 1s the principal 
Seat and Subje& of Divine Grace; 
this is what God chiefly looks at, 
and calls for : My Son, give me thy 
Heart. We mult ſanctiſy the Lord 


God in our Hearts, make him our 


Fear and our Dread. Thoſe No- 
tions of God, how ſublime ſo— 
ever, which do not diſtil upon 
and influence the Heart; and 
thoſe external Actions, which do 
not flow from a Heart ſet right 
with, and duly affected towards 
God, are of no account with him. 
And as Grace has its Throne and 
Reſidence in the Heart, ſo it muſt 
rule and govern there in a lively 
and vigorous manner; it mull fix 
and ingage, warm and inflame the 
Heart. Our Hearts muſt burn 
within us; for no external Dutys 


, 0 
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of Religion are pleaſing to God, Ser. V. 
5 unleſs we are in the exerciſe of 


Grace in the performance of 


them. 

th (2.) This Melody denotes the vas 
> ricty of Divine Graces that ought to 
es be exercisd in this Duty. One Note 
of makes no Mclody. This is a 
'4 © Duty wherein the ſeveral Graces 
ut of the Spirit may and ſhould be 
al exercis'd ; ſuch as Faith and Love, 
©: Deſire and Hope, Humility, Toy 
a and Delight. And indeed I know 
no one particular Grace, but what 
1d there may be occaſion for in this 
"Tj Duty one time or other. | 
- (3.) I denotes the ſutable Exer- 
{0- ciſe of Grace. Every Grace ſhould 
on be drawn forth in its due and 
nd proper Order, according as the 
do Matter ſung mall require. The 
bt Exerciſe of one Grace muſt not 
cas exclude the Exerciſe of another. 
Wy As in vocal Muſick, every Note 
ind muſt be ſung 1a its proper Place 
wl. and Order, and there muſt be a 
eh skilful mixture of them, or there 
r will be no external Melody; fo 
ey there muſt be a ſweet mixture of 
ge every Grace, and a ſeaſonable act- 


19 ing 
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Ser. V. ing of them upon God, or elſe 
WY VV there will be no Melody in the 


Heart. It is a great part of holy 
Chriſtian Wiſdom, to know how 
to live in the ſutable Exerciſe of 
Grace, and not to be acting one 
Grace, when God by his Word or 
Providence calls for another. It 
is a great fault in ſome ſerious 
Chriſtians, that they too much 
indulge themſelves in Fear, Sor- 
row, Grief, &c. whilſt they neg- 
lect or ſeldom ſtir up the nobler 
Graces of Faith, Love, and Hope, 
and Delight in God; tho theſe 
latter may be more ſutable and 
congruous to their preſent Circum- 
ſtances, and the Dutys they are 
ingag'd in. There is no true Me- 
lody in the Heart, when Perſons 
are ſo defective and prepoſterous 
in the Exerciſe of Grace. We 
muſt take care then, that every 
Pſalm we ſing do ſtir up thoſe Gra- 
ces, which in the Deſign of God, 
and the Nature of the Thing, it 
= an Aptitude and Tendency to 
0. 

When there is an Aſſembly of 
ſuch Hearts, thus tun'd and im- 
ploy'd 
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ploy'd in ſinging the Praiſes of Ser. V. 
God, they make Melody to the 


Lord: This is much more grateful 
to God, than the exacteſt and 
ſweeteſt Melody of Voice can be 
to us. It's a real Pleaſure to the 
Bleſſed God to fee ſuch a Union 
and Conjunction of Hearts, all 
animated by one and the ſame Spi- 
rit, breathing forth the ſame De- 
ſires, paying the {ame Divine 
Worſhip and Adoration, all ſwal- 
low'd up in the Contemplation 
and Admiration of his infinite 
Excellencys and Perfections. If 
our praiſing Aſſemblys were but 
made up of ſuch Worſhippers, they 
would be a true Emblem of the 
Heavenly Choir and Society above : 
but it is greatly to be fear'd, that 
in moſt of them, there is much 
leſs Melody in the Hearts of Men 
than in their Voices; many who 
have harmonious Voices, have 
Hearts that will not ſtir nor move 
within them. Let every one of you 
look to your own Hearts, that 
this Melody be not wanting there 
and then you ſhall be accepted of 
God, tho you ſing in Society with 

14 thoſe 
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Ser. V. thoſe who are Strangers to it. 

WAY Now that you may be always 
ready thus to ſing, I'l juſt ſub- 
join a few words of Advice. 

You muſt labour to be of an hum- 
ble, thankful Temper of Soul, and 
make Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
your conſtant Employment; i 
ſhould have a more conſiderable F + 
ſhare in your daily Devotions than I 
ordinarily it has. Take heed of a 1 
querelous, murmuring, complain- F : 
ing Spirit; for this greatly indiſ- | 
poſes the Soul for the Work of I] | 
Praiſe. Endeavour to live from I : 
day to day in a ſenſe of God's Love I} 7 

, 
R 
f 


to you, and in the exerciſe of Love, 
Joy, and Delight towards him. 
Fuſt before your Entrance upon 
this Duty, your Thoughts ſhould If 
be taken up in meditating upon 
God's Excellencys and Perfections, . 
your own Meanneſs and Unwor- I 7: 
thineſs, his Goodneſs to you above 1 
multitudes of your Fellow-Crca- | © 
tures, your many Mercys and Fri- JE 
vileges, notwithſtanding your De- & p 
merits and manifold Forfeitures I ri 
of them. Think upon God's aſto- 1 
niſhing Love to Sinners in 9 15 
anc 
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and the bleſſed Fruits and Effects Ser. V. 
of it. Think on the Joys of Hea- WWW 


yen, and the noble Employment 
of Saints and Angels there ; how 
they tune their Hearts, and with 
how ſtrong a Breath they ſound 
forth the Praiſes of God, and of 
the Lamb. Thinkof the Torments 
of the Damn'd, and how happy 
they would reckon themſelves if 
they were calPd to your Work; 
and how juſtly you might have 
been 1n their State and Place, who 
inſtead of praiſing God, are weep- 
ing, and wailing, and gnaſhins their 
Teeth. Such Meditations as theſe 
would be very ſerviceable towards 
the putting you in a ſutable Frame 
for, and aſſiſting you in the Per- 
formance of this Duty. 

§. 4. There muſt be a humble de- 
pendance upen the Spirit of Chriſt, 
for his aſſiſting, quickenins Influences. 
Without theſe, tho the Principles 
of Grace are implanted in the 
Heart, they will not exert and 
put forth themſelves. Bclievers 


themſelves without Chriſt can do no- NU 


tins: Tis thro Chriſt's ftrengrhning 
s, that we are enabled to ao all 
| 5 things 
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Ser. V. things: He works all our Works in 
u, and for us. We muſt go forth 


in his Strength, and make mention of 


his Name, and of his only. As 
without God's general Concourſe, 
as the God of Nature, we can't 
perform natural Actions; ſo with- 
out his Influence, as the God of 
Grace, we can't perform ſpiritual 
ones. The beſt of Chriſtians have 
need to put up the Prayer of the 
Cant. IV. Spouſe : Awake, O North Wind, 
16. and come thou South, blow upon my 
Garden, that the Spices thereof may 
flow out; then let my Beloved come 
into his Garden, and eat his pleaſant 
Fruits, The giving or withhold» 
ing of the Spirit's Influences is one 
great cauſe of the remarkable dit- 
ference that there is betwixt one 
Chriſtian and another, and betwixt 
the ſame Chriſtian, at different 
times, in the Performance of reli- 
gious Dutys. In this way God does 
ſignally either reward the Dili- 
gence, humble Dependance, and 
Expectation of his People; or pu- 
niſh their Careleſneſs and Sloth, 
their Pride and Self-Confidence. 
Rom. VIII. Tho the Spirit of Chriſt dwells in 
Yo every 
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every ſincere Believer, yet there Ser. V. 
is a vaſt Variety and Inequality as YV 


to the Meaſure of his actual Aſſiſ- 
tance and Iafluence; and in pro- 
portion hereto the Hearts of Ggd's 
People will be more or leſs en- 
larg'd and carry'd out in the Du» 
ty. The Spirit may juſtly reckon 
himſelf neglected and lighted, 
when there is not a deep and ſe- 
rious ſenſe of our own Inſufficien- 
cy, and a humble Dependance up- 
on, and Expectation of Help and 
Aſſiſtance from him. 
§. 5. There muſt be an actual Re- 

liance upon the Merit and Interceſſion 

of Chriſt for our Acceptance. After 

the Injunction of this Duty in Co- 

loſians, *tis immediately added, 


What ſoever ye do in Word or Deea, aq 
all in the Name of our Lord feſus, 17 


giving Thanks to Gol and the Lat her 
by him. The belt Chriſtians bring 
much Guilt and Pollution into the 
Preſence of God with them, they 
contract much while they are be- 
tore him; their Graces and Dutys 
are fo defective and 1mpertect, 
that if God ſhould be exatt to mark 
laiquiy, they could nat ftand bejere 


lam * 


III. 16, 
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Ser. V. him: If there was not Forgiveneſs 
LY NY with him, there would be no Incou- 
P{.CXXX 7 
ragement to fear or worſhip him. 
3, 4+ ; . : . 
Our higheſt Praiſes are infinitely 


beneath the Excellencys and Per- | 


fections of the Divine Nature, and 


unworthy of the Divine Accep- | 
tance, conſider d merely as they | 
flow from us. Chriſt is that An- 
Ch. VIII. gel ſpoken of in the Revelations, | 
3. who ſtands at God's Altar, and has | 


a golden Cenſor full of Incenſe, 


which he offers, with the Prayers and 


Praiſes of all the Saints, upon the 
golden Altar which is before the 


> Throne. We mult be great Stran- | 
gers to God and our ſelves, to the 


juſt and righteous Demands of his 
Laws, and the Imperfection of our 
Dutys, if we are not ſenſible of 
the neceſſity of Chriſt's Mediation, 
to recommend our Perſons and 


Services to the Divine Acceptance. 


And therefore we ought to exert 
explicite Acts of Faith upon his 
Satisfaction and Interceſſion; for 
we cannot juſtly expect the Appli- 
cation of his Merits, when there is 
no Senſe of the need of them, nor 
any actual Reliance upon them. 


§. 6. 
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8. 6. And laſtly, This Duty muſt Ser. V. 
be perform d unto the Lord; fo run HW W 


the words of the Text, Singing 
and making Melody in your Hearts 
to the Lord. It 1s not material, 
whether by (Lord) we here under- 
ſtand God the Father, or the Me- 
diator Jeſus Chriſt; ſince in every 
Duty Chriſt is to be cy'd as the 
proximate immediate Object, and 
God the Father as the final ulti- 


mate one. There ig no Coming to Toh. XIV. 


— 


the Father but by Chriſt, and wes. 


come to Chriſt, that by him we 
may be brought to God. God in 
Chriſt then 1s the Object to whom 
this Duty muſt he perform'd. We 
muſt ſing in obedience to the 
Command of this Lord, do it as an 
Act of Divine Worſhip, which is 
due to him, and him only ; with 
a Deſign to magaify and advance 
his Honour and Glory, by thus 
proclaiming his Perfections, our 
Eſteem and Affection for them, 
and Truſt and Confidence in them. 
We muſt in this way recommend 
him as an Object worthy of the 
Homage and Worſhip of the whole 
World. Theſe, together with our 


own, 
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ow, and others ſpiritual Edification 
and Comfert, ought to be the Ends 
we ſhould propoſe to our ſelves in 
the Performance of this Duty : 
not any low, mercenary, ſelfiſh 
ones of our own, ſuch as worldly 
Advantage, the Oftentation of our 
own Art and Skill, the Gratif:cation 
of the Ears and Fancys of others, 
that we may be applauded by 
them. Nay, mere Improvement in 
the Art of Singing ought not to be 
our Principal Deſign, tho it may 
be ſubordinately look'd at in the 
Performance of ſo religious a Du- 
ty. This would be not to ſing to 
the Lord, but to our ſelves; in- 
ſtead of obtaining his Acceptance, 
we ſhould certainly provoke his 
Diſpicaſure, and merit his Rejec- 
tion and Abhorrenceof us and our 
Sacriſfices. 


Thus 1 have gone thro the three 
General Heads 1 propos'd: And 
now, upon the Whole, you may 
calily ſee, whence it is that many 
complain, they find ſo little Plea- 
ſure in, and Benefit by this Ordi- 


nance z their Eſteem and Value 
for 
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for it leſſens, and they are temp- Ser. V. 
ted to live in the negle& of it. 


There has certainly been ſome 
failure in the manner of Perfor- 
mance in ſome of the foremen- 
tion'd Reſpects, which they ought 
to be ſenſible of, and humbled for, 
and charge upon themſelves : To 
this they ſhould attribute their 
Unprofitableneſs, and not to any 


want of Aptitude and Fitneſs in 


the Ordinance to do them good. 
Let but Perſons conſtantly and 
conſcientiouſly obſerve the Rules I 
have laid down, and I am con- 
fident they will quickly find this 
as quickning, and edifying, and 
comforting a Duty, as moſt of the 
Dutys of the Goſpel. 

And as for thoſe of you that 
hade a Value for this Ordinance, 
| would have you take care to 
follow theſe Directions, as ever 
you would reap ſpiritual Ad- 
vantage your ſelves, keep up 
the Credit of it in the World, 
and promote the Practice of it 
among others. 


But 
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Ser. V. But the further enlarging upon, 

and enforcing of theſe things, 
with ſutable Arguments and Mo- 
tives, will be the Work of my 
Worthy Brother, who finiſhes 
what we deſign from this Subject. a 


An 
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An ExHORTATION to 
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SERMON VL 


PSAL. LVII. 8. 


Awake up my Glory ; Awake 
Pſaltery and Harp; I my ſelf 


will awake early, 


f 


OU have had the ſeveral 
Parts of this Subject of ſing- 
ing Pſalms in ſo many Diſ- 


courſes diſtinctly eſſay'd, with de- 
lign that the whole of it, as a 


Duty, might be more compleatly 


explain'd and allerted by Us ; 


| while, as a Gift, the becoming 
manner of performing it is im- 


prov'd 
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Ser. V. prov'd and cultivated by Von: 
A Wand, I hope, our joint Endeavors 


may do ſomething toward the ſet- 
tling its Theory and Divine Regu- 
lation, its more decent and or- 
derly Practice, the reviving its 
more general Uſe, retrieving its 
Glory, reſcuing it from the Ob- 
jections of the Scrupulous, and 
from the Corruptions of Levity or 
Superſtition. 

To this end the Nature of the 
Duty has been ſtated, that you 
may ſmg with Underſtanding. Its 
Obligations prov'd, that you may 
ſing without the fear of Wil- war- 
ſhip, or offering ſtrange Fire. The 
Excellence of it has been diſplay'd, 
as truly Angelical and Seraphic; 
as pleaſing to God, and comely 
for the Upright; as that whereby 
we arecarry'd into the Company 
of Angels, to join in their Work, 
and partake of their Joys. Objec- 
tions have been anſwer'd, that your 
Hearts may be fix*d while you ſing 
and give Praiſe. The true manner 
of finging the Divine Praiſes has 
been directed, fo as to make Melo» 


dy to God, and that it may be ac- 


ceptable 
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ceptable to him, and profitable Ser. VI. 


to us. 

What remains then, but that 
we make the moſt of ſuch a Duty 
as this? And ſince here's nothing 
elſe to hinder, Indifference, Drow- 
ſineſs or Careleſneſs ſhould not; 
but that we awaken all our Powers 
to a Work that is ſo much its own 
immediate Reward. And ſince the 
foregoing Sermons have preſented 
von with the Scale of Heavenly 
Muſick, as found in Scripture ſet 
by the Holy Ghoſt, who in all this 
Matter is the chief Muſician ; prac- 
tiſe upon it as high as you can: 
and tho at preſent the lower Notes 
only are within your Compaſs, 
hereafter the higher Strains ſhall 
not be beyond your reach: for 
when we are made [ike Angels, we 
ſhall ſing like them too in that 
World where Love and Harmony 


- ire in Perfection: In the mean 


ime, we may bear an humble 
Part, And why ſhould we think 
ur Heaven can begin too ſoon ? 
the Grace of Heaven do but 
une the Heart, Wonder, Love 


nd Joy will neyer let your Tongue 
lie 
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Ser. VI. Iie ſtil], but will awaken your Glory, 
ad all that is within you to bleſs his 
Holy Name. 

The former Part of this Pſalm 
recounts the many Calamitys Da- q 
vid was under, his Circumſtances d 
dark and gloomy as the Cave he 
was now in; diſtreſs'd and be- 
ſieg'd on every ſide, no way open 
» to Relief but that toward Heaven; 
he was flying before Sul's Cruelty, % 
now inſtigated by that evil Spirit, " 
which in the abſence of David's 
Harp and Pſalmody, had taken in- 
tire poſſeſſion of him. The Sweet 4 

Singer of Iſrael was thus drove out 
to join Conſort with the untaught _ 
Harmony of the Woods, wan- 11 
dring like a Vagabond, and had U 
nothing fix*d but his Heart, and F 
that he was reſolv'd ſhould never 
be remov'd from God, or from 
his Praiſe; for even in ſuch a 
time as this he could ſay, 4 
Heart is fex'd, O God ! my Heart 
i fx'd; I will ſing and give Praiſe. 01 
Fix'd in the midſt of Agitations, I d 
ſerene within when all around was . 
Storm and Tempeſt. And how Di- 50 


vinely Great does that Man look, 
| whoſe 
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1 | whoſe inward Harmony no JarSer. VI. 

and Diſcord of all his outward WW 

Affairs can ſhatter and deſtroy ? 

Who knows the Secret of fetching 

down his Conſolation from Hea- 

ven, and making every thing con- 

tribute to his gradual Aſcent thi- 

ther? David in theſe ſtraits not 

only quiet, but joyous! under theſe 

Depreſſions, and yet will not han 

his Harp upon the Willows | If this 

7; be the Fruit of being accuſtom'd 

to ſing the Divine Praiſes, may 

we all be P/almiſts, may we all ſay, 

ut Awake Hl my Glory, &c. 

rod It wil ſufficiently anſwer my 
purpoſe to take notice of the 

a4 || Terms he uſes, and then to preſs 

ad tbe Exhortation. 


I. Of the Terms he uſes. 


C 1. My Glory. ] 
8. That is, 2; 8 (ſay ſome) be- 
„ | cauſe the Spirit of a Man is the 
je Glory of a Man, whereby he is 
dignify'd and rais'd ſo much be- 
Di- yond the PBrutes, as to be but a lit- 
tle lower than the Angels, nay akin 
ofe t Goa himſelf, the Father of S 17 
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My Muſical Skill, ſay others, the 


SY WV Glory of the Artiſt above the Un- 


skilful; and that wherein David 
had the Glory of excelling, as Ju- 
bal had of the firſt Invention. My 
Tongue, ſay others; this is alſo the 
Glory of a Man above dumb Crea- 
tures, and the Glory of a wiſe 
Man above a Fool. And as the 
Tongue is the Glory of a Man, fo 
the Glory of the Tongue is to glo- 
rify God. Praiſe is the Glory of 
all other Uſes to which the Tongue 
is employ'd. And the Tongue is 
in the Body that Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt, what the filver Trumpet 
was in the Temple of Solomon; to 
found the high Praiſes of God, 
and expreſs the rais'd AﬀeQtions of 

our Souls. 

8. 2. Awake Pſaltery and Harp. 

The one for a Pſalm, the other 
for a ſpiritual Song or Hymn: g. 4. 
All my muſical Inſtruments and 
Skill I will employ in, and conſe- 
crate to the Glory of him, who 
puts new Songs into my mouth. 
He firſt teaches my Fingers to 
fight, and then to play the Epini- 
cion, or Song of Triumph. Sound 
| then, 
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e then, my Pſaltery and Harp, emu- Ser. VI. 
„ lous of thoſe that are about the 
14 Throne above: Your Melody can 
„ ſoften my Cares, lay my Fears, 
y | and turn my Cave into a Quire. 
e As to theſe Inſtruments in the 
\. | Worſhip of God, they were 
ſe | doubtleſs allow'd to David, and to 
je | the Church in his time. They 
ſo | were agreeable to the State of 
5. | that Church and People, who were 
of led very much by their Senſes; 
ne | and whoſe infant and leſs diſcern- 
is ing Condition made it needful for 
ly the Natural Man to have ſome- 
et | thing to faſten upon, and be en- 
to | tertain'd with in the Worſhip of 
d, | God, and to ſweeten and take off 
off from the Labour and Burden of 
that Service. But as the Goſpel- 
I Worſhip and Appointments are a 
er | more ſpiritual, pleaſant, and rea- 
4. | ſonable Service, and need them leſs, 
nd ſo in the Goſpel-Inſtitution we 
ſe. find no Footſteps of them; and we 
ho | know who firſt bronght them into 
th. the Church *, as well as who firſt | 
to brought 


pI 


Uh * Pope Vitalianus, about the Tear 666. 
nd J At Viralianus Culcui divino intentus, & Re- 
Cl, EAGER gulam 
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Ser. VI. brought them into the World. It 
WY V is not my buſineſs here to diſpute 
this matter; and he muſt at any 
| time do it but forrily, whoſe In- 
clination is againſt him all the 
while, and whoſe Genius tempts 
him to wiſh himſelf ſolidly confu- 
| ted in all he can advance. But 
| ſince I ind theſe Inſtruments in my 
Text, and lince the Sound of ſuch 
Texts as theſe is made uſe of to | 
turn the publick Worſhip ſo fre- 
quently into Conſorts of Muſick; I | 
I ſhall leave 'em with this Re- 
mark: That to let them alone, eſ- F | 
pccially in publick Worſhip, tho ; 
one thought them tolerable, has Þ 
ſ 


a much better Grace with it, than 
to declare them ſorely diſplea ſing to 
God, and that they filthily defile his 
holy Houſe and Place of Prayer 5 

an c. 


——_— 


gulam Eccleſiaſticam compoſuir, & Cantum I # 
ordinavit, adhibitis Conſonantium (ut qui- I *c 
dam volunt) Organis. Platina in Vit. Pont, 1 

+ Homily of the Time and Place of Prayer, | © 
2d Part. The Homily relates that a Woman * 
ſhould ſay to her Neighbour, at the Time of | 4 
the Reformation; Alas, Goſſip, what ſhall I P. 
ve do at Church, ſince all the Saints = n 

cad kKCN 
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t and yet to bring them into his Ser. VI. 
ce holy Houſe and Place of Prayer 
for the uſe of all promiſcuouſly, 

i- who will ſing in the Aſſembly, 

ie whether they think em ſo much as 

s F tolerable or no. 

u- F. 3. Iny ſelf will awake early. 

ut And without this all the reſt 
had been an empty Sound: There 

ch would have been no Melody to the 

to Lord, whatſoever good Muſick he 

e- might have made to himſelf. He 

& 3 would not put God off with a Sa- 

e- F crifice of mere Air. He ſummons 

e- the Attendance of all his Powers. 

ho Þ Himſelf is the Offering ; and his 

das Muſick plays to the Sacrifice, as 

an it goes up in holy Affections and 

to ſpiritual Joys : and unleſs theſe ac- 


5 taken away, ſince all the goodly Sights we 
| were wont to have are gone, ſince we can- 
— not hear the Piping, Singing, Chaunting, and 
um ling upon the Organs, that we could be- 
Mi- fore. But, Dearly Beloved, we ought greatly 
ont, to repice, and give God thanks, that our 
yer, Y Churches are deliver'd out of all thoſe things, 
na which difpleas'd God fo fore, and filthily 
» of Y 4deal'd his holy Houſe, and his Place of 
hail Y Prayer; for the which he hath. juſtly deſtro d 
are mam Nations, XC. 


ben K company 
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| Ser. VI. company the Song, the mere 
| AY VBreathof an Organ, or the Trem- 
| 


blings of the Strings of an Harp, 
is as good Devotion, and lefs of- 
fenſive to God. 


II. To preſs this Excitation, to 
which David in theſe Words 
awakens and ſtirs up himſelf, 
Conlider, 


8. 1. By the precedent Diſcourſes 
3t's apparent God expetts it from you, 
and inſiſts upon it. 

Where the Precepts are ſo po- 
ſitive, and the Directions To care- p 
fully laid down, it can never be 
thought he has left you at liberty. 
Suppoſing your Obligation clear ky 
to you, a wilful Neglect here is 1, 
not reconcilable to that Sinceri- 
ty that has reſpect to all God's Com- 
mand. Praiſe is the proper Tri- 
bute due to God, the Eternal th 
King; and where it is not paid, I,” 
we have Inſtances that God has 
diſtrain'd for it upon the beſt of I; 
Men, who indeed do always owe 

2 Chron. the moſt. All Hezekiah's Good- 
XXXII. neſs in other reſpects could not NM 
23. 8 Fa protect 


„ © or” + oe on a 


— 
1 
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protect him under the Neglect of Ser. VI. 
rendring to God according to the Bene 
' ' fits be had receivd. And to ſay 
| that this rendring to the Lord may 1 
be done other ways, beſides ſinging | 
his Praiſes, is true; but does no 1 
more ſatisfy the Authority which | 
has appointed alſo this way, than 1 
the doing of ſome Dutys will | 
atone for the Neglect of others: 
as if becauſe a Man acknowledg'd 4 
God by Hearing, he need not do |; 
„fit by Prayer, &c. [ 
F. 2. Tou cannot anſwer the Neg- ( 
left to Gratitude, any more than to 4 
| Obedience. 4 
I It's fit the Benefactor ſhould | 
J. I chuſe his own way of being ac- 


+ * © OO 


15 knowledg'd ; and he has particu- 
1. larly told us, that he that offereth 
Praiſe glorifies him. The Motives 
72 ” we * * 
j. [o ir are infinite, and the Ingrati- 
21 tude muſt be monſtrous, where 


d. tte Obligations are ſo many. Does 
he not daily load us with his Benefirs, 
of and crown the Tear with his Loving- 
kindneſs ? And his teader Mer- 

4. s over us, do they not keep 
pace with, nay, out-number our 

& Pulſe and our Momeats ? Think 
2 NOW 
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Ser. VI. how glorious he is in himſelf, as 
WYV well as how beneficent to us; and 


. 


| Exod. that he places ſo much of his Glo 
XXXIII. in his Goodneſs to us, and it m 


18, Cc. awake your, Glory in Praiſes to 


him. A | 
For whom did he raiſe the no- 
ble Architecture of this World, 


where your Eyes cannot look off 
from a Miracle? The Earth fo | 


fituated and furniſh'd, as to be full 
of the Goodneſs of God, .ſo is alſo 
the great and wide Sea. But God 


needed not the Cattel of the thou- 


ſand Hills of the one, nor the Fiſh 
of the other. For whom did he 
ſo furniſh the Heavens over our 
heads? He that inhabited Eter- 
nity, needed neither Times, nor 
Seaſons : But he knew how much 
we needed the uſeful Variation of 
Summer and Winter, Light and 
Darkneſs. | | 
Can we behold the. Sun, Moon, 
and Stars, their artful Order, the 
exact Periods of their Motion, 
their Brightneſs and Influence, and 
not ſtrike in with David upon a 
pf. VIII. z. like Survey, How excellent is thy 
Name, O Lord? Iis thy * 
as 


W ab pi ET ES 


WS TAR oem ro c Aww v9 oo 


the Duty of SINGING. 197 


has gilded their Beams; thy Skill Ser. VI. 
| J has fix'd their Orbs. Not to give: 
1 God the Glory due unto this part 
) 


of his Name, looks like a Combi- 
nation with the Enemy of his | 
Honour to defeat the Deſign of 4 
7 the whole Creation, which is to 1 
» I declare the Glory of God; but that 4 
it can do only objectively. Mar 
o is the Prieſt in this great Temple 
Jof the World, whoſe Tongue 
9 F muſt articulate and expreſs what 
d Þ they filently offer; he muſt collect 
the Incenſe they all afford, and lay 
h it upon the Altar. But further, 
e Need you be put in mind of 
that nurſing Providenoe, Proviſion, 1 
and Preſervation, that has fojlow'd 
Dr you all your days, with as tender 
and watchful a Care, as if there 
of J had been but one Perſon in the 
nd World to look after; and yet at 
I the ſame time provides for the 
on, Millions and Millions that compoſe 
nc } the large Family of Heaven and 
'n, | Earth! Feeds them above with 
nd | Light and Love, and fills our 
1] Hearts below with Food and Glad- 
thy | neſs. Not forgetting to ſpread a 
TY able for the Fowls of the Air, 
has K 3 who 
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Ser. VI. who light on the ground to ga- 
tber the providential Meat, then 
| riſe and ſing among the Branches, 

Pal. CIV. 12. tho it be but for a 
Dinner upon half a Worm, a Sip 
of Water, and a poor Lodging 
in a Buſh, are thankful in their 
way; as the Poet renders that 
We: 7 


Tate, Where ſhady Trees, from ſeorching 
Be 


| 4, i X 
Tield ſhelter tothe featber'd Throng:: 
They drink, and to the bountcons 
Streams S , 
Return the Tribute of their Song. 


We need but mention the Grace 
of Redemption, to awaken every 
Chriſtian's Glory.to the Song of the 
Lamb. For has he ſnatcht us from 
weeping and waiting,and ſhall we not 
ſing? Shall we not break forth into 
Singing? When Angels lead the 
way, ſhall not we who are neareſt | 

Luke II. concern'd repeat, the Glory to God 
| in the bigheſt for this Good-Will to 
[| FI. CVII. 2. Men? For his Mercy endureth for 
| ever : Let the Redeem d of the Lord 


ſay ſe. 


Should 
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Should I go over the Means of Ser. VI. 
Grace, the Hopes of Glory; the GFW 
Bleſſings that ſpring out, of the 
Earth, and thoſe that come down 
from Heaven ; the Comforts and 
| Directions of his Word; the Re- 
freſhment of his Ordinances; the 
Kingdom a Man enjoys in Peace of 
Conſcience; the Heaven upon 
Earth foretaſted in the Joy of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; the Triumphs of 
Soul 1n the Senſe and Evidence of 
' {| _ Pardon; the growing Image of 
God toward Perte&tion? the Com- 
forts in Death, and Confidence in 
Judgment: Should I enlarge upon 
each of theſe, I ſhould turn my 
Excitation into a Song; and fol- 
low ing the Train of theſe N 
ſhould immediately loſe my ſel 
in Heaven: whoſe high Hallelu- 
jahs muſt be anſwer'd from Earth 
with, O give thanks unto the Lord! 
for his Mercy endureth for ever: Let 
the Redtem'd on the Earth ſay fo, 
and eccho back to the Redeem'd in 
Heaven : as two Inſtruments, tho 
at a diltance, if tun'd alike, wtlt 
anſwer cach other. 


K 4 C. 
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Ser. VI. F. 3. Conſider the Nature and 
* ANN Excellence of the Duty, & it has 
er. I. & II Ae laid before you. Ly 

Singing Pſalms is a Compound 
of ſeveral other Dutys; ĩt contains 
Prayer to a very great advantage : 

The stretch of the Voice does hu- 
mour and lead on the earneſt | 
reaching of the Mind after the 
deſir d Bleſſing. Tis the very IJ 
Element and Breath of Praiſe; 8 
and the Apoſtle tells us, that Teach⸗ Ie 
ing and Admoniſhing one another is 
per form'd in ſinging Pſalms, Hymns, 
and Spiritual Songs. For when we 0 
ſing of Judgment, tis awakening r 
to Sinners; and when we ſing of l 
Mercy, it is comforting to all. y 
Meditation can't have a better c 
Help. The ſolemn Movement of t 
the Time gives room for the Mind m 
to compaſs the full Senſe of the _ 
matter, and to impreſs it deep; I} 
and while the Tongue is making Þ + 
the Pauſe, the Heart may make * 
the Elevation. In ſhort, it gives m 
an Accent to all Duty; 'tis the we 
Muſick of all other Ordinances ; E 
tis adapted and ſuted to all Cir- b 


cumſtances; as appears from theſe th: 
Pſalms 


4 
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Pſalms compos'd upon all Occa-Ser. VI. 


ſions and Subjects; Doctrinal, Pro- LAWWI 


phetical, Hortatory, and Hiſto- 
rical: of Praiſe and Prayer; of 
Grief and Joy, in the Penitential 
and Complaining, in the Trium- 
phal and Rejoicing : as if ſinging 
of Pſalms could ſtand for every 
thing, and like the Manna in the 
Wilderneſs, have A Taſt of all the 
other Food we enjoy in the Houſe 
of God. | 

So that tis a Duty that ſeems 
deſign'd' to reach many Ends at 
once; and fitted to move and raiſe 
the Mind, to ſtir and exerciſe the 
Graces, to excite our Joy, and to 


vent our Grief. It is not only 


calculated fora time of Joy, tho 
that's the Climate under which it 
moſtly thrives. There is many a 
weeping Song indited for a time 
of Trouble, and ſome have found 


this Muſick ſweeteſt upon the Va- 
ters They have never ſung with 
more Melody in the Heart, than 


when 'twas with Tears in the 


Eyes. | 
It has been already remark'd, 


that Luther and his Company us'd: 
K 5 to 
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Ser. VI. to ſing away their Fears, and fins 
up their Cadence in God in the 


worſt of Times; when the proſ- 


pect of Affairs was threatning and 
melancholy, and the Company a- 
bout bim dejected by Apprehen- 
ſions from the Enemys of the Re- 


formation. | 


Allowance muſt 'indeed be made 


for the Conſtitutions of ſome, and 


the firſt Shocks of Grief in others, 


and the different degrees of Grace, 
and of Strength of Nature : yet 


it muſt be acknowledg'd that this 
Duty has remov'd Grief from 
Tome, or in others turn'd it into 
a better channel; i.e. from a world- : 
ly Sorrow that worketh Death, into 


a godly Sorrow that worketh Repent atice 
wnto Life. Has taken off the cor- 
roſive Fret of worldly Croſſes and 
Diſappointments, and turn'd it 
into a more genuine and healin 

Grief: which has enabled Chrit- 
tians to drop thoſe Tears in joy, 
that were rais'd by Sorrow; ad 
to vent that agreeable Confuſon 
of Paſſions, which the Chequer- 


work of Providence does ſome- 


times throw them into. As when 
| Sorrow 


2 
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Sorrow had fill'd the Hearts of the Ser. VI. 
Diſciples at the parting with ther 


Maſter, and yet Peace and Good 
Cheer , was the Legacy he left them, 
this was the Ordinance they choſe 
to cloſe all with. So Chriſt, to 
ſute this Frame, went out ſinging 
towards the Croſs, as ſome of our 
Martyrs have done towards a Sate. 
So ſuted is this Duty to all the 
various Sallys of an holy Soul; it 
rchnes and purifies the Paſſions 
aud Affections it draws forth; 
that while the Joys of the Wicked 
are but Sparks of their own kin» 
dling, or an expiring Blaze, this 
Joy, like tne Fire from Heaven 
of old, does both kindle the Sa- 
crifice, and carry it up along 

with it. 8 
This Duty and this Frame muſt 
nceds ſhorten our way to Heaven, 
and take off the Weariſomneſs of 
our Journey: tis going to He+- 
ven, as one fays, per Compendium 
J. incris, by the ſhorteſt Cut. In- 
cel it's better to go to Heaven 
wy how than not at all; hut we 
may thank our ſelves for a heavy 
1mourafyl Pallage, when the Rights 
LOOUS! 


* 


| 
| 


An EXHORTA TION #0 


Ser. VI. teous are deſcrib'd as going thi- 
ther ſinging 3 They ſhall fing in the 


way of the Lord, for great is the 
Glory of our God. Not that theſe 
Perſons eſcape their particular 
Croſles ; but by the help of this 
Practice and Frame they do not 
ſourly and moroſely drag their 
Croſs along, as if vex'd that there 
is any ſuch thing as a Crofs in 
Chriſt's Religion : but they ſeem 
cheerfully to run away with it to- 
ward Heaven upon this Conſide- 
ration, becauſe great 3s the Glory 
of God ,, becauſe of the far more 
exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory. 


§. 4. 1 ſhall preſs the Exhorta- 


tion, from the Honour that God has 
put upon this Ordinance of ſinging 
the Divine Praiſes. 

The judgment of God is ac- 
cording to Truth; and *tis at your 
peril, that you ſlight, or neglect, 
or think meanly of a Duty that 
God has put ſuch an Honour upon: 
Honours that ſeem'd deſign'd to 
ſhow, among other ends, how 
much he is concern'd for it, we in 


it, and what we may expect from it. 
He 


a. <Q ln 22 a Tam 6 
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He has honour'd it with moſt Ser. VI. 
1 /ignal Appearances of himſelf; he 

himſelf deſcended, and fill'd the | 
Temple with a bright Cloud, as the 
1 Singers were praiſing the Lord, 
1 ſaying, Praiſe the Lord, for he is 2 Chron, 
I good, for his Mercy endureth for e- V. 13. 
ver; and then the Houſe was fil d 
with 4 Cloud, ſo that the Prieſts 
could not ftand to mini ſter by reaſon 
f the Cloud, for the Glory of the 
Lord fill'd the Houſe of God. 
1 God has crown'd it with eminent 
| Succeſſes and Bleſſings ; Fehoſaphar's 
Singers went before the Army, 
praiſing the Beauty of Halineſs, and 2 Chron. 
their Enemys ſlew one another; XX. 21. 
and he aſcribꝰd his Victory more to 
the Divine Song, than to the Mili- 
tary Sword. all 

God has ſet the Broad Seal of 
Heaven to it by Miracle and Con- 
verſion at once, confirming there- 
by its Divine Original, its Eſfica- 
cy and Power upon .the Heart : 
Paul and Silas ſung Praiſe at Mid- ag xl. 
night, the Foundations ſhook, the 26. 
Pri ſan-Doors were open d, every man's 
Bands were loosd, and toe Failor + 
converted. Firſt Nature ln 

an 
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Ser. VI. and then the Jailor ' Heart; which 
WYV ſhows this way of. praiſing God þ 
to be a means of Grace. Here 
were Songs in the Night without 4 
Fgure, and Muſick that moves the 
Stones themſelves wit haut a Fiction. 
& 5. It's an Ordinauce againſt 
which Satan and his Agents have ex- 
preſid a great deal of 3 Ka 7 and for | 
which, on the ottjtr hand, good Peo- | 
ple have always had ay high Value | 
and Eſteem. . 6 
It has been very mueh the O. 
ject of Satan's Spite, and Perſecu- | 
tion; and therefore our Neglect 
would fall in with the Deſign of 
the Enemy of God's Glory, and 
our Salvation. I may venture ta 
ſay, that this Ordinance has had | 
its Mar ty-s and Confeſſrs too, as 
well as the other Parts of cur nc- }F c 
ble Religion. The following In- 97 
ſtances will at leaſt, ſhow a mighty J 01 
Value for this Ordinance. 1 by 
In the Reign of Julian the Apo- 7 
17 
ar 
m 


& 1 \, a 


oF Wy 1 * LM 


a= =w$ bh = A = po «a "TY 


8992808 


ſtate, when the Oracle of D. ae 

(or they that maiiag'd it) was diſ- 
Dr. Cave's turb'd that the Bones of Pabylas m 
ws of Ba- the Martyr lay ſo ncar it; the | 


Dy 145. Chriſtians were order d to remove mM 
them, : 


K 


3 = 
— — 1 * 

1 —— * „ 
, 
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the Duty of SWI 6: 


them; and > Theodor, à godly Ser. VI. 
young: Man, at the Head of the 


Company, brought away his Coffrr, 
fnging as they went that part of 
Pfalm XCVII. where *tis ſaid, 
Corffounded be all they that worſh/ 

graven Images. Julian inte , 
commanded the Ringleader to be 
apprehended ; *rwas done: Theo- 
dorus is ſeiz d, and tortur'd from 
Morning to Night with variety of 
unparallel'd Crueltys, and a Suc- 
ceſſion of freſh Tormentors; and 
tho he was taken up for ſinging a 


41 Pſalm in contempt of the Empe- 
4 ror's Religion, yet while he was 


upon the Rack, and the Tormen- 


| tors plying him on every ſide, he 
continu'd with a chearful Counte- 


nance to ſing the ſame over again, 


1 Confornded be all they that worſhip 
1 graven Images. The other is that 
of Publia, who, as Julian paſs'd 


by, would ſing P/al. CXV. 4. Their 


Idols are Silver and Gold, the Works 


ef Mens Hands; they that make them 
1 zrelike unto they and when com- 


| manded to be ſilent, eſpecially 


when the Emperor paſs'd by, ſhe 
ſung on Pſal. LXVIIL 1. Let God 


ariſes 


ww 
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Ser. VI. ariſe, and let his Enemys be ſcat- 
WY Vrer'd. Enrag'd at this, the Apo- 
ſtate commanded her to be brought 
before him, and beaten till ſhe 
was all bloody: all which ſhe took 


as the higheſt Honour, went back 


to her Houſe, and continu'd to 
ſing with thoſe about her. Her 
Behayfour in this I am not here to 
diſpute, I mention it only as an 


Inſtance of a zealous Adherence to | 


this part of her Religion, ſinging 
of Pſalms. 

The Value of the -Primitive 
Chriſtians for this Duty was ſo 
great, that when they met in the 


greateſt Dangers, and in the Night, 


this nevertheleſs made a part of 
Plin. Ep, their Worſhip : And by one that 
ad Tra). liv'd near the ſecond Century, we 


are told, that 'twas then among 


al 3% the Marks of a Chriſtian, that he 


$I51% ) yas one that prais d God with Thankſ- * 


JT 


Fiss Clem. g/ ving and ſinging of Pſalms; and 
Aica, that rhe holy Souls of that time were 


Ac eiy3- continually bleſſing, and prai ſing, 
oe, UH, preſenting Hymns to God, and ſing- 


od, e ig Pſalms. Praiſe is the very | 
YA, Bd ' d 
Breath of the new Creature, and | 


JAN. 


1d. Strom. can it ever be wholly ſtopt in a 
lib. 6. living 
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living Soul? Surely the Righteous Ser. VI. 
| ſhall give Thanks unto thy Name: WY 
When all the World is call'd upon 

0 do ſo, *twou'd be ſtrange for 

| them to be ſilent. 

Aale my Glory; q. d. it's the 

1Glory of a good Man, that when 

his Mind is tun'd, his Soul can go 

Jup with his Song, and 1s able to 

[mount above the Attraction of 
worldly Pleaſures, and the Impreſ- 

{fon of worldly Occurrences, glo- 

1rying in the Lord: MyGlory I do 

not place in my Nomination to 

the Kingdom, nor in my military 

Skill, nor in my Relation to King 

Saul; but that I have a fix'd Heart 

land a ready Tongue to ſing and give 


« 
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1 
* 
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e Other Chriſtians have choſen 

g ather to endure all Torments 

e than quit the Practice, and give up 

= the Ordinance. 

4 And at the time of the Refor- Hiſt. of 


e nation you might, both in England n 

nd France, diſtinguiſh Papiſts and — * 
Proteſtants by their enmity againſt ©. 

his Duty, or Value for it. When 
England began to ſhake off Rome, 

Ive are told, by a learned Writer, 4< 


« That 


25 
y 
d 

a 
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© That Mens Affections to the 


M Work of Reformation were 


Synod. in 


Gallia Re- charm'd the Ears and Affections of 
all, that it gave a mighty Spread 


form. vol. 
4. p. 8. 


at his Table without praiſing God, . 


cc every where meaſur'd by their 
ce ſinging or not finging of the 
« tranſlated Pſalms. And as to 


France, wheu Clement Marat, a 


Courtier and a Poet, had conſecra- 
ted his Muſe to God, and tran- 


flated about fifty of Davids} 
Pſalms into French Metre; Beza ® 
did an hundred more, and all the | 
Scripture-Songs: Lewis Guadimet, | 
the Aſaph or Jeduthun of that Age, 


skilfully ſet them to thoſe melo- 


dious Tunes that are ſung to this 


day. This holy Ordinance fo 


to the Reformation, aud contri- 
buted greatly to the Propagation 
of the Goſpel. Perſons of all 
Ranks ſung Pſalms, not only in 
the Temples, but ia their Familys; 
and no Gentleman of the Re- 
form'd Religion would fit dow! 


by finging a Pſalm: and they 
made it a ſpecial Part of their 


Morning and Eyeaing-Worſhip.** | 
The Rage of the Popiſh Clergy a-J' 


gainſt 


were raiſing Sedition, becauſe 
they fung Pfalms; tho the Pſalms 
for the King's Majeſty, and the 
Proſperity of the Kingdom were 
always ſung firſt: Whereupon the 
Jiinging of Pſalms was prohibited 
Jail the Kingdom over. | 


the Daty of S1XG1NG. 2171 
gainſt this was no wonder, but Ser. VI. 
the manner of managing their 
Oppofition was remarkable, and 
the Alarm that it gave them. 
'Twas repreſented to the King, Beze Hiſt. 
that the Church was falling, and Eccl. de 


that the Magiſtrate was going to France, 


, | Part J. P» 
be depos d, and that the Lutherans | 41, 142, 


But their uſual Methods of Force 
and Violence were not the only 
Oppoſition they made to this Or- 
dinance: Profane Songs were in- 
courag' d, Cat ullus and Tibullivs were 

t into the Field againſt Da- 
vid and Aſaph; and the Ritaldry 


ſof thoſe obſcene Poets, whom the 


Cardinal of Lorain had procnr'd Synogicoa 
to be tranſlated, and ſung in the ut ſupca. 
Court,. was oppos'd to the teach- 

ing and admomiſbing one another in 

Pſalms, Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs : 

as if they were conſcious who 

ere the belt Allys to their Cauſe, 

| thoſe 
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Ser. VI. thoſe inſpir'd from Heaven, or 
WY VV thoſe from Hell; and that the 


Romiſh Church had leſs to fear from 
the Profaneſs of thoſe wanton Poers, 
than from the ſinging David's 
Pſalms with Grace in the Heart. 

It's certain, that if this Ordi- 
nance had had fair play, Popery 


would have been driven out by it, 


as ſurely as the evil Spirit in Saul 


fled before David's Harp, or the 


Les Plain- 
tes des 
Proteſt, 
cruellem, 
opprimes 


Ammonites before Jehoſaphat's Sin- 
gers. No wonder then *twas one 
of the firſt things ſtruck at, both 


when the Reformation was firſt be- 


gun, and the Extirpation of our 


Religion more lately deſign'd, and 


carry'd on in France by the Great 
Perſecutor of this Day, in compa- 
riſon of whom the Nero's and Dio- 
cleſian's of old were harmleſs and 
modeſt Names. 82 

Singing Pſalms was always an 
inſupportable Part of our Worſhip 
to the Popiſh Clergy: They omit- 
ted no Endeavours to deprive the 


en Franc. Proteſtants of this Conſolation by 
M. Claud. ſeveral Edifts. Some forbidding 
Singing in private Houſes; ſome 
commanding them to ceaſe Sing- 

ing, 


„ Ad. agen Be one 


r 
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ing, even in their Churches, whenSer. VI. 


the Sacrament paſt by, or at the WP 
time of any Proceſſion. But at deskgliles 
length, when the Project of de- Ref. de 
ſtroying the Reform'd was ripe Franc. cap. 
for execution, they got it univer-18. 

ſally prohibited by an Arreſt of 

Council in the year 1661. Then it giſtoire 
was criminal to ſing Pſalms either de Edi& 
in publick or private, upon penal- de Nants. 
ty of 500 Livres; their Pſalm- 

Books were burnt publickly by 

the common Hangman, and ſe- 

veral were beaten and ſent to Pri- 

ſon for praiſing God that way: 

as if David's Pſalms were a very 
naughty Book, and not ſo fit to 

be truſted with the common Peo- 

ple as Catullus and Tibullus. 

Hereupon criminal Proceſſes 
were forn'd againſt ſeveral, who 
made no more difficulty of viola- 
ting this Order, than Daniel did 
with reſpect to that Decree which 
forbad him to pray to his God. 

A Proteſtant Minifer publiſn'd a M. Brow 
little Book in the Defence of ſing-guier Mi- 
ing Pſalms, and to ſhow the In- niſtre de 
juſt ice and Impiety of theſe Prohi- — 
bitions, and the Obligations that 


all 
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all Chriſtians are under to ſing 


SN the Praiſes of God: Iwas or- 


Hiſt. pol. 
ch. 18. 


der'd, by another Arreſt of Coun- 
cil, Ann. 1663. that his Book ſhould 
be bhurut, the Author baniſit for 
a Year, and render'd incapable of 
exerciſing bis Miniſtry during that 
time; and that the Bookſeller, who 
printed it, ſhould not only be ba- 
niſh'd for two Years, but ſhould 
pay 300 Livres; and neither he, 
nor any of his Family, ſhould ever 
keep Shop any more; which was 
executed accordingly. But not- 
withſtanding theſe Declarations, 
and the Severity with which they 
were executed, ſo vaſt a number 
continu'd to ſing Pſalms both in 
their Houſes and elſewhere, that 
thoſe Judges who had any Remains 
of Honour or Conſcience, were 
aſham'd to execute always the 
Severity of theſe Edits Vet they 
continu'd in full force, and as the 


Perſecution encreas'd, they redou- 


bled the rigorous Execution of 
theſe. Prohibitions againſt ſinging 


| of Pſalms. 


Among others, *twas a noble 
Teſtimony born to this Ordinance 
by 


ACN. 


> 
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by an Artiſan, of the Town of Ser. VI. 
> | Caftres in the Upper Languedoc 
When an Officer ſhew'd him the 
Declaration againſt ſinging Pſalms, 

he confounded the Adverſary, by 
ſubſcribing at the bottom no other 
Anſwer than this, with his own 

Hand: Pſal. XXXIV. 1. I will bleſs 

the Lord at all times, Ins Praiſe 

ſhall be continually in my Mouth. 


44A a. At 44... c 244. * 


In their Ver ſion: 
Jamais ne Ceſſeral, 
De Magnifier, le Seigneur, 
En ma Bouche aurai ion Honcur 
Tant que vivant ſerai. 


11 a Md. 


Tate and Brady: 
Thro all the changing Scenes of 
Life, | 

In Trouble, or in Foy, 
The Praiſes of myGod ſhall ſtill 
My Heart and? Tongue emplay. 


This was indeed with David to 
ſay, While I live I will praiſe the j 
Lord; I will ſing Praiſes tomy God 

while I have my Being. As if Da- 

vid liv'd by the Breath of Praiſe, 

and deſir'd to live no longer than 

he could do ſo. ] 
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Ser. VI. I may beallow'd to mention, as 
Cate further Inſtance of a mighty 
of Revolut, Value for this Ordinance, the Peo- 

of Orange. oy of Orange; who when the me. 

lancholy News was brought them 
that they were abandon'd to the 
French Cruelty without Relief, and 
that they muſt leave their Habi- 
tations and Country, they were 
reſoly'd to part with a Pſalm 
and judging it to be the laſt Li- 
berty they ſhould have of aſſem- 
bling in the Church, thither they 
all repair in Crowds, and melting 
into Tears: The Miniſter, who 
preach'd that day, caus'd the 
Liſt Pſalm to be ſung kneeling ; 
Sing they would, tho they were 
interrupted with a great many 
Sighs, and Sobs and Tears. 

Shall they ſing thus in the Fur- 
nace of Affliction, and glorify 
God in the midſt of the Fires ? 
Shall they not only offer the Sacri- 
fice of Praiſe, but make themſelves 
a Sacrifice rather than omit it? 
And will not their Singing up- 
braid our Silence and Neglect? 
Bleſſed be God we are not call'd 


to be Martyrs for the Ordinance, 
not 


the Daty of Si N GIN. 


nor to ſing the Songs of the Lord in Ser. VI. 
4 ge Land, and in the want 'FWW 


0 
all things (ſays a great Soul) 
mould we praiſe the Lord; tho 
he has taken away every thing 
elſe, if he hath not taken away 
Himſelf, who is greater and better 
than All. But where God has 
given all things pertaining to Life 
and Godlineſs, and fill'd the 
Mouth with good things, "tis that 
the Lips ſhould ſhow forth his 
Praiſe, for our Perſonal, Family 
and Publick Mercys, in ſecret, in 
private, and in publick. 

(1.) Sometimes ſecretly, and a- 
lone by our ſelves. David had his 
Songs in the Night, when alone; 
and ſeveral of his Pſalms ſeem 
compos'd for his own private Uſe: 
And the Apoſtle ſays, If any Man, 
any particular Man by himſelf, be 
merry, let him ſing Pſalms. The 
Voice of Praife will ſweeten Re- 
tirement, perfume the Cloſet, and 
bring down the beit of Company 
to us, or carry up our Souls to 
that which is ſo: This has been 
found, by many a poor Sufferer, 

a 


all things : Nay 1a the want of 


| 
| 
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Ser. VI. a ſtrong Conſolation in their dark 
WY WV and ſolitary Dungeons and Pri- 


ſons. 

(2.) In your Familys, ſuppoſing a 
competent Number, and capable Voi- 
ces. This moreover ſuppoſes Fa- 
mily-Worſhip (i. e.) that you are 
Chriſtians, according to the Judg- 
ment of a great Perſon, whoſe 


ABp Til- words are theſe: “ Conſtant Fa- 


lotton's 


«© mily-Worſhip is ſo neceſſary 


Sermon of & to keep alive a ſenſe of God 


Family- 
Religion. 


Part II. 
C. 1 


Clem. 
Alex. 


& and Religion in the Minds of 
& Men, that I ſee not how any 
4% Family, that neglects it, can in 
« reaſon be eſteem'd a Family of 
46 Chriſtians, or indeed to have 
&« any Religion at all. And ſing- 
ing Pſalms makes a refreſhing en- 
livening part of that Worſhip, 
where it can be decently per- 
form'd. That this was the Prac- 
tice of the Primitive Chriſtians, 
appears from ſeveral Teſtimonys 
produc'd by the learned Author 
of the Enquiry into the Conſtitution 
and Diſcipline of the Primitive 
Church : T hey ſung Pſalms at their 
Meals, and at their Feſtivals. Ter- 
tullian inveighing againſt Marriage 

* with 


the Duty of SIN GIN. 


with Unbelievers, from the pre- Ser. VI. 
judice ſuch an unequal Yoke would WW 


be to Family Religion, takes par- 
ticular notice of this Branch of it, 
of ſinging * Pſalms: What Jar and 
Diſcord muſt Vanity and Profanenefs 
be to this heavenly Muſick of a Soul 
divinely tun d? And afterwards 
deſcribing the Happy + Pair whom 
Love and Religion have united, 
he mentions this Part among the 
other Harmonys of ſuch a Condi- 


tion, That they ſing together (ſup- x Pet, Ill. 


poling Ability) 4s Heirs of the +. 
Grace of Life; neither their Prayers, 
nor their Pſalms were hinder'd. 
This was formerly more the Prac- 
tice of good People, than tis now; 
and in later times, when Family- 
Religion was not ſo unfaſhionable 
a thing. 

One of the Miniſters, in a Fre- 
wel- Sermon, tells his Hearers, 
« That he cou'd remember the 
& time when a Perſon, on a Lord's 
« Day, might hear a continu'd 


1 
— 


— 


* Quid Maritus ſuus illi, vel marito quid 
illa cantabit? + Sonant inter duos Pſalmi 


& Hymni, &c. 
1 2 Melody 
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Ser. VI.“ Melody of Pſalms, in walking 
& from one end of this City to 
ce the other. It's certain there 

are Family-Mercys and Bleſlings 

that call for Family-Praiſes, as 

well as publick and perſonal, Da- 

vid ſeems to mark the good Man's 

Pſalm Door with this Inſcription, The 
XVII. Foice of Rejoycing and of Salvation 
88 zs in the Tabernacles of the Righteous; 
PL XXX. and he compos'd a Pſalm on pur- 
poſe for the dedicating of his 

Deut. xX. own Houſe. Under the Law eve- 
5. ry Houſe was dedicated: Dedica- 
tion and Worſhip make a Church, 

and by this *twill be known that 

there is a Church in thy Houſe. 

A. Philip And as a Alan of God us'd to ſay, 
{ys © This is the way to hold forth 
w & Godlineſs, like Rahab's ſcarlet 
& Thread, to ſuch as paſs by our 

«© Windows. And as the ſame 
excellent Man us'd to ſay, © They 

& do well who pray Morning and 

« Evening in their Familys, but 

& they do better who pray and 

« read the Scriptures; but they 

« do beſt of all, who pray, and 

« read, and ſing Pſalms: and 


« Chriſtians ſhould covet 9 
cc 
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the Duty of Six iN G. 


« ly the beſt Gifts. This was his Ser. VI. 
own daily Practice, which he ma 


nag'd ſo as to make it a Pleaſure, 
and not a Task to Children and 
Servants; ſeldom long, never te- 
dious: for he had an excellent Fa- 
culty of rendring Religion the 
moſt ſweet and amiable Imploy- 
ment in the World. 

It's a Trifle to obje& we are 
afraid of being overheard, and 
that we ſhall only entertain the 
Banter of a ſcoffing World. In- 
deed a prudent Man will order his 
Affairs with Diſcretion, and Wiſ- 
dom is profitable to direct; but 


examine, whether this is not be- 


ing aſham'd of God and his Way. 
May not your Example and Prac- 
tice do good to others? Has not 
your own Heart been warm'd 
and affected when you have gone 
by and heard a Family fo im- 
ploy'd ? I ſhall only add, That if 
Paul and Silas had been afraid of 
being overheard, the Jailor might 
never have been converted. 

(3.) Awake your Glory, and ſig 
to God in Publick, with the united 
Voices of the Congregation. Let us 
| L 3 come 
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Ser. VI. come before his Preſence with Thankſ- 
giving, and make 2 joyful Noiſe 
Pl. X CV. 2. into him with Pſalms; and praiſe him 

in the midſt of the great Congrega- 


tion. 


Be this the Burden of your Song, 
In full Aſſemblys bleſs the Lord; 
All who to Iſrael's Tribe belong, 


The God of Iſrael's Pra. ſe record. 
Pſal. Tate. 


I cloſe all with an Addreſs to 
two ſorts of Perſons. 
Firſt, You that are yet unſatiſ- 
d and unconvinc'd, have a care 
of a cenforious judging Spirit, or 
reproachful Language: don't give 
way to any Eſtrangedneſs from 
your Brethren upon this account. 
Your differing Opinion in this 
Matter ought not to drive you 
from the Communion of thoſe that 
practiſe Singing; becauſe you are 
not forc'd to ting with them, but 
may be meditating all the while; | 
and becauſe of the indiſpenſible | 
Duty all Chriſtians are under to 
allow each other the Liberty of | 
Conſcience. If a Congregation 
BBF 
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ſhould be equally divided for, and Ser. VI. 
againſt this; I can ſee no Reaſon 5WW 


why the one ſhould ſay to the o- 
thers, you ſhall not ſing, while the 
Singers do not force it upon the 
Refuſers; but according to Rule, 
Leave them that are otherwiſe mind- 
ed, till God ſhall reveal it; and yet 
whereto we have attain'd walking to- 
gether. I am not utterly a Stran- 
ger to the Twiſtings and Turnings 
us'd to evade this; but be open 
to Convidion: Strain not for 
Di fficultys: Do not maxe an hard 
ſhift to remain unſatisfy'd, while 
ſome may without Cenſure be ſup- 
pos'd to practiſe many things in 
Religion upon leſs Evidence and 
weaker Proof. Omit not the Me- 
tnods of Information, Reading, 
Prayer and Converſe; and whea 
your Objections are fairly an- 
ſwer'd, let not Prejudice or Cut- 
tom ſtep up to the Breach, and 
maintain the Ground againſt a 
friendly Attack; in yielding to 
which you'l afterwards ſce Reaſon 
to ling a Triumph over your e- 
Defrats 


Yon 
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Ser. VI. You that are ſatisfy'd, let not 
pour Souls be untund by any 


flights that may be put upon it by 
the Profane on the one hand, or 
the Miſtaken on the other. It 
ſounds odd to you, the making it 
a Queſtion, whether we ſhould 


ſing God's Praiſes or no? but let 


it not ſurprize you that this Or- 
dinance has its Enemys. Exerciſe 
a Candour and Love towards thoſe 
you count miſtaken ; and tho yow 
cannot, muſt not carry it ſo far 
as to ſacrifice a plain Duty to their 
Prejudice, neither let your Zeal 
for one Duty eat up the other of 
Charity and Forbearance. Be true 
to your own Principles, and allow 
a Latitude to others. 

Let your gracious Frame, and 
ſerious manner of performing it, 
and your ſpiritual Improvement 
by it, do an Honour to the Ordi- 
nance, and recommend it to o- 
thers. 

Always admire the Grace and 
Goodneſs of God in a Mediator, 
that does not diſdain to accept of 
ſuch Praiſes as ours. Admire that 

any 
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any thing we can do ſhould be Ser. VI. 
call'd Service, and that any thing 

we can ſay ſhould be calPd Praiſe. 

When the Sons of the Morning ſtill 

ſing together, and continually ſur- 

round his Throne with unſpotted 
Hallelujahs; yet he fays to a 
Worm, Let me hear thy Voice, for Cant. II. 
"tis pleaſant. Certainly this is 0 14. 

the end that my Glory ſhould not 

be ſilent, but ſhould ſing and give 

Praiſe. With David's Reſolve 3 


PS AL M. 


N praiſing God, while he pro- 
longs 
My Breath, I will that Breath 
imploy: 
And join Devotion to my Songs, 
Sincere as is in him my Foy. 


While 
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Mile Sinners from Fartb's Face 

are hurl'd, 

My Soul, praiſe thou his Holy 
Name : 

Till, with my Song, the liſtning 
World 

Join Conſort, and his Praiſe pro- 
claim. 


Tate. 


FINIS: 


BOOKS lately Printed and Sold 

by N. Clife at the Candleſtick, 
the lower End of Cheapſiae, 
near the Old Fury. 


HE Hiſtory of England, from the 
beginning of the Reign of Queen 
Anne, to the Concluſion of the glorious 
Treaty of Union between England and 
Scotland, Comprehending all the me- 
morable Tranſactions (Publick and Pri- 
vate) both at Home and Abroad, with 
the Proceedings at large of both Parlia- 
ments in relation to the Union, and all 
the remarkable Speeches that have been 
made, on that and other Occaſions, fince 
her Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne. 

A Confeſſion of Faith at the publick 
Ordination of Thomas Bradbury, London, 
Jul) the 1oth, 1707. With an Exhorta- 
tion to Miniſters and People. By Mr. 
J. Shower. 

The Welfare of Iſrael confider'd : In two 
Sermons on the Fifth of November, 1705, 
and 1706. With a Thankſgiving Ser- 
mon at Stepne), June 27. 1706. By Tho. 
Bradbury. 

Sermons on ſeveral Subjects, viz. of 
Pride, Luxury, Idleneſs, Unmerciful- 
neſs; of Uncleanneſs, of future Puniſh- 
ments and Rewards, of Education, ot 
the Knowledg of God, of the Service 
of God, and of Sincerity and Cheartu!- 
neſs therein; and ſeveral other ufeful 
Subjects. Being the 5th Volume. By 


7. Co- 
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Books Sold by N. Cliffe. 


J. Conant, D. D. Publiſh'd by Fohn Lord 
Biſhop of Chicheſter. N. B. In a ſhort 
time will be publiſh'd the Sixth and 
Laſt Volume, to which will be added 
the Author's Life. 

A Mechanical Account of the Non- 
Naturals; being a brief Explication of 
the Changes made in Human Bodys by 
Air, Diet, c. together with an En- 
quiry into the Nature and Uſe of Baths 
upon the ſame Principles. To which is 
prefix'd, the Doctrine of Animal Se- 
cretion in leveral Propoſit ions. By Jer. 
Wainwright, M. D. | 

A General Hiſtory of all Voyages 
and Travels throughout the Old and 
New World, from the firſt Ages to this 
preſent Time, illuſtrating both the an- 
tient and modern Geography; contain- 
ing an accurate W 2 of each 
Country, its natural Hiſtory and Pro- 
duct; the Religion, Cuſtoms, Manners, 
Trade, c. of the Inhabitants, and 
whatſoever is remarkable and curious in 
any kind. An Account of all Diſcove- 
rys hitherto made in the moſt remote 
Parts, and the great Uſefulneſs of ſuch 
Attempts, for improving both natural 
and experimental Philolophy. With a 
Catalogue of all Authors that have ever 
deſcrib'd any part of the World, an im- 
partial Judgment and Criticiſm on their 
Works, for diſcerning between the repu- 
table and fabulous Relaters; and an Ex- 
tract of the Lives of the moſt conſidera- 
ble Trayellers. By Monſier du Perier, of 
the Royal Academy. Made Engliſh from 
the Pars Edition. 


